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PREFACE TO THE SECOND 
EDITION 

The late Dr EmU Reich^ author ot the trenchant 
volume here repnntcd, was a Hungarian bom, and was 
educated at the Umversrties of Prague, Budapest and 
Vienna, where he had ample opportumty to study the 
German Empire and interpret its thought and aspira- 
tions'from a dose and cntical standpoint. Latterly he 
lived for many years m England, and came to identify 
himself entirely with Britain's welfare and interests, 
but he was able to daim, in a short preface, that his 
book was '* based on a full and sjTnpathetic study of 
German history and literature, both m the past and in 
the present *’ 

The motive which inspired the author to put pen to 
paper in 1907 derived from an apprehension, only too 
w’cll founded, tliat the Bntish nation was by no means 
fully awake to the nature of German aspirations, although 
these wci’c, in his opinion, fraught vnth menace to the 
pcyice and well being of the Bntish Empire To-day, 
Germany, runnii^ amok in Europe, has justified his prog- 
nosis to the utmost, and Bntain lias been forced to face 
the " supreme struggle " which he foresaw. 

Dr. Reich’s startling exposure of the Kaiser and 
the gov ermng dasses of Ge.Tnany did not immediately 
achieve its object Indeed, the book passed almost 
unnoticed, for m 1907 tlic average Englishman still 
refused to bcheve that the Kaiser and his subjects were 
inspired by bitter enmity to the British Empire Then, 
too. Dr Rddi's plea fo- the creation of a huge standing » 
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GERMANY’S 
SWELLED HEAD 

PART I 

The Germans are afflicted with the severest 
attack of swelled - hcadedness knom to 
modem history. 

The British are practically ignorant of 
this dangerous state of mind in their greatest 
rivals. 

Tncsc two statemcn'ts arc the burden ol this book. 
The first of them can be made out as one can prove a 
mathematical truth. Of the correctness of the second 
statement, that is, of the fact that the British, as a 
nation, ,are amazingly ignorant of the state of the 
German mind, the author has convinced himself in 
the course of very numerous lectures and conversations 
enabling liim to learn the views of thousands and 
thousands of Britons of all classes, both men and 


women. 
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What, for instaace, can be more astounding than 
the opinions commonly held m tius country ivith regard 
to the Kaiser ? To most Englishmen he is a hind of 
“ impulsive young man ” , a sort of reckless after dinner 
talker hasty telegraphist jack-of all trades, anfr' com- 
mercial travdler of the Germanic firm ' When, in 
a pubhc lecture, one speaks of him as “ WiUiam the 
Greatest," the whole audience bursts into self-coufplacent 
laughter Say at a lecture, that " the mailed fist is 
looming large and has to be nipped lo the bud,” and 
you pass for the man who has said a great pohtical truth 
in a witty manner 

Tec Real Kaiser 

Yet there is not a gram of teal judgment iti all this 
It IS only another form of shaking hands with oneself, 
of patting oneself on one's back Strange to say, 
this rather awkward way of stroking one’s back is the 
most pleasing of distractions lo most people talking 
European pohtics The Kaiser is nothing less than 
the very reverse of what most Englishmen imagine him 
to be He is, to begin with, a man of npe <iober, and 
substantial judgment On all the outstanding ques 
tions of European pohcy he is undoubtedly the best 
informed individual m existence He knows all the 
great States and Nations of Europe from personal con- 
tact with them , he spea^ their languages, and knows 
their history intimatdy, he is constantly kept up to 
the mark ; and, to give just one instance, twelve 
experienced men of his Cabinet never stop paying the 
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imputest attention to all military movements and 
military resources of the British, all the world over 
The French President, or his leading mimsters , the 
Emperor King o! Austria Hui^ary , or the Kmg of 
Italy, let alone the Czar of Russia, cannot, in point 
of real information on European politics, begin to com* 
pare with the Kaiser 

NoW, knowledge of this kind ts power Not all 
knowledge is power There is theoretic knowledge; 
there is ncivspaper knowledge, there is schoolroom 
wisdom ; and there is the Desert of Sahara called the 
knowledge of the offiaal nund But the information 
possessed by the Kaiser on international pohtics is 
true and very valuable knowledge It is m thehght 
of this knowledge of his that we must view all bis appar- 
ently rash and impulsive acts He wires readily; 
he evidently hkes it But this must not induce any one 
to the behef that he wires first and thinks it out after 
wards His famous wire to Preident Kruger ivas, as 
we. now know, a carefully thought out hghtmng He 
wanted to embroil England in South Africa, so as to 
win time for his naval preparations Prussian pohcy 
always has been what soldiers call ricochet sbootmg 
one aims at A, but shoots at B 

The Kaiser clearly and defin tely knows what he is 
about In France the statesmen are crippled by the 
false position of a defeated nation, chafing un'^peakably 
under her defeat, not yet able to wash out the blot , 
m Austria Hungary, the unend ng conflicts of the various 
narturrnlrteb' p-nmysB- ail’ cuuasifeirf auu* great* ifihvfesp- 
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manship m Italy the Ponbfl saps the Emg Russia 
IS too busy at home to th nL of Europe In Genti’any 
alone of all Continental great Powers is there a Euro 
pean policy dearly grasped and energetically earned out 
n Germany alone of al Continental countnes Is there 
a i^er young strong well informed and pursmng 
a deiimte well founded and well orgamzed interna 
tional policy To speak of such a ruler as most ^010113 
do IS nothmg short of absurd absurd from the Bntish 
stmdpomt we submit The point is not to bandy 
]0 es a this or that faihng ofgood taste m the Kaiser, 
the pomt IS to know what he is after and if he canreahse 

to do K u ' 1“^ teal proportions 

o do by him what most people do with themsehes 
to take nun senouily. 

Really the chief reason why so many people fail to 
of snelrt “"S’'* « !>■= constant makmg 

SDoke "'C’t'it more especially 

Ts “ 'll “uch IS Cre in 

un^ not held to be a man of power His w ords 

Althouehth" ''°”*“'"t people constantly talk 

comersations' Thlwri'r 

deference' and me ^ speeches with 

fine speeches ^rKa, T 
naturaUy eery well ^ ® “tator He speaks 
Mnered onThe It's addresses 

'Vhether he delwets a seimen on board ship, 



GERMANY’S SWELLED HEAD 


5 


as tie has frequently done , or whether he addresses 
students at Bonn University, a regunent, labourers, 
saentific congresses, or diplomatists , he invariably 
succeeds in giving point and life and fine shape to his 
ideas On the Continent this is a senous power To 
undesrate it, to judge it from the British standpoint, 
IS not only absurd, but also quite beyond the point 
A man who can talk as well as the Kaiser would be a 
prominent man in Germany under all conditions , but 
that such great oratory should be the gift of a person 
who happens to be tUe German Emperor that is a fact 
of far reaching importance with a nation with whom 
Authority and high dass oratory have an enormous 
infiuence. 

The Keynote of his Policy. 

We shall soon see what constitutes the evident and 
only aim of the Kaiser. His well known utterance to 
the effect that the future of the Germans lies on the 
watbr, IS the kejmote of all his pohcy The past of 
the Germans evidently "lay on beer," to imitate the 
Kaisers phraseology, the future bowing to modem 
teetotahsm lies on water How many good or poor 
]okes can be made on that utterance I How many have 
been made I Yet the point of all pomts is to find out 
whether in that teetotahsing of German pohcy, the 
Kaiser has or has not struck the true keynote on which 
Ins nation iviU act We unhesitatingly say, he has 
struck It There is no other keynote to the future of 
Germany 
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Under these conditions, the words and acts of the 
Kaiser must be taken very seriously indeed 'His 
personal intervention in nearly all important questions 
of European politics indicates a master will a;id an 
intellect fully conscious of Germany s vast possibihties 
Enghsh papers have talked of his diplomatic raid on 
Morocco as of a Lohengnn venture But the Kaiser’s 
ship carrying him to the coast of the Shereefian Empire 
was not a swan, and he is no Lohengrin In fact, the 
shortest consideration of the facts of the present inter- 
national pobcy m Europe will show to any one not 
fataUy blinded by prejudice or conceit, that the Kaiser 
IS potentially where Napoleon the Great was, exactly 
one hundred years ago In 1807, Jo summer, Napoleon 
was at the height 0! his power He had, m open battle, 
M weU as m the council room, beaten all the Great 
Powers of the Continent All the German rulers, and 
rs 0 . the Roman Emperor of the Germamc 

mpire, or the Austnan ruler, were utterly defeated 
y him So were the Pnnces and Repubhcs of Itdly , 
last, not least, the King of P„s5.a aid the Csar 
Russia whom Napoleon had worsted both at Auster- 
O" *'■= Continent, 
think Power that could senously 

tbnlc of thwarting Napoloen, whether alone or aUied 
'Vilh one or two other Powers 

hunfcd“g„’“w‘’l‘'''= “-"y ■="-= 

at anv r f it, ^ submit, that potentially, 

iTe the •^"‘■“'"‘■^atprLnt (1907) 

m rC 
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The Germans themselves look upon France as a 
natwn that has practically given up the political 
game altogether The French, says one of Germany s 
most j>opular and influential thinkers, are evidently 
retinng into an idyllic life and have abandoned all 
hope^ of playing a great r 6 le in the councils of Europe 
(Eduard von Hartmann) In other and more recent 
articles, the French are styled by the Germans, “ the 
bankers of Europe ’* Thus does Germany construe 
the silence of France during these thirty sue years 

Austna Hungary, and Russia, both of them beaten 
States, ore senously troubled by internal dissensions, 
and the Germans are practically free from the danger 
of being suddenly attacked by one or two of their 
Continental neighbours , just as was Napoleon in 1807 
They have signally defeated both Austna and France, 
their most dangerous neighbours As to Russia, Ger- 
many has had no war with a Czar since 1762 , and 
there is, at present, no reason to think that Russia will 
attack Germany. 

From this it follows with irrefutable certamty, that 
Germany m 1907 is m a position even stronger than 
that of Napoleon m 1808 For, Napoleon had m that 
year commenced his unending and most troublesome 
wars ivith the Spanish, and, although his Generals 
defeated the Spanish aiimes time after time, he could 
not secure the peaceful possession of the Peninsula 
Nor was he safe with Austna 1111809 he had towage 
a new and very compheated campaign against Austna , 
and when m 1S12 he invaded Russia his Spanish wars 
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were still going on, all over Spain and Portugal Now, 
the Germans see themselves at present in a far more 
favourable condition They have httle to fear from 
France Spain, Austria or Italy Their hands are free 
The Kaiser can, ivithout fear of unexpected surpnses, 
concentrate his forces upon England or Russia, of any 
other objective No other monarch on the Continent 
can claim a similar position of absolute freedom of action 
Can It under these circumstances, astound any one 
that the Kaiser has a full consciousness of his imprece- 
dented possibilities > In speeches without number 
he has given expression to his pnde and strength and 
aggressiveness In a speech dehvered at the completion 
of a fort on the Western frontier of Germany, he said 
“I christen thee Fort Haeseler Thou wilt be called 
upon to defend the conquests of Germany upon her 
Western foes " (March i, 1900 ) On another occa- 
sion he said — 

I have no fear for the future I am convinced that 
my plan will sncceed I have within me the mdemitaWe 
purpose to walk with a finn step, in despite of every 
resistance, in the path that I have once recognized to 
be the nght one " 

If one tvishes to settle somelhmg in this world, 
tte pen is only powerful so long as it is hacked by the 
power of the sworf ■ ■’ 


Rmfr j'l foundation stone of the 

consf “'T •». ^900) after 

rTthetra„ 7 ,l the German 
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•“ May it in times to come, by the unified co opera 
tion of pnnces and peoples, of their armies and their 
atizens. become as powerful, and as firmly united, as 
wonderful as the universal Roman Empire, so that one 
day it may be possible to say, as formerly, “ Cuts 
Ronsamts stim,“ t e , "I am a German citizen " 

On October 28, 1900, when celebratmg Moltke’s 
birthday, he emitted a wish that, " the Staff might 
lead Germany on to further victones," and again 
** My utmost wish is to remove whatever divides the 
great German people ’* 

The Pan German Ioea. 

For the full understanding of these latter words, the 
non German reader must be warned not to take the 
term " German people " lightly By '* German,” 
the Germans understand at present practically all the 
nations worth talking about ** German ” no longer 
means the people between the Rhine and the Vistula , 
that IS, the nation that talks German dnnks beer, and 
makes music in the streets, m beer gardens, and m con- 
cert halls , the nation of *' poets and thinkers " as the 
elder Lord Lytton u<;ed to call them By '* German ” 
IS now understood the vast ocean of peoples who talk 
a Teutonic language and who, if they do not talk a 
Teutomc idiom, ought m common decency to talk one 
The Swedes, Nonvegians Danes Dutch , the English 
the Belgians the Swiss, the Austnans the Russian 
Kurlanders Lithuamans , the numerous tnbes m Hun 
gary tallang German dialects , all these people are, sc^ 
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runs the gospel of modem German scholars, reaUy 
Germans 

Lest the reader should believe that the contemporary 
Germans are so modest as to claim only Sweden, Norway, 
Holland, Belgium Sivitzerland, Hungary, Wes’tem 
Russia, and the httle islands called British, the author 
tetens to add that the most influential ivnters in "the 
Fatherland teach the Geimans the foUowmg amlismg 
iKson The Slavs too, that is, the Russians, Poles, 
Bohemians Servians, CroaUans, etc, are, ongmally, 
all Germans 


Perhaps the reader would hke to see a quotation or 
wo about this remarkable discovery While most 
0 us have, thanks to the wisdom of Parhament. accus- 
o^irselves to leam that most matenal things 
still iiiade iQ Germany", many people are 

m innocently beheving, that some nations, at any 

TrlLT? 'Tf, Fatherland The error is 

hundrprf f TT * ^ nations are, we now hear from 

‘o^suh'’me;edmte"H™'alGLT 

ing abouUh?sdI™„“ofC 0^™°“ ” ““ 
tedr that ti. . n I ^ Geimamsm, otAlUeulsch- 
theu fin^ bw 1 ““o-. ■" -der to reach 

GrSt Gennm “P >uto the 

up to the German This doctrine, dished 

writers and schola^^orRp^i^^ senous 

S • “ore particularly by a man who, by 
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the irony of fate, goes by the name of Chamberlain , 
Houston Stewart Chamberlain The book m which 
he advances his starthng propositions is entitled 
The J'ouvdaUons of the XIXth Century, and it has had 
a most marvellous success with the Germans Although 
hcai-y, both in bulk and pnee, it sold in many, many 
thousands of copies and is, by the majority of the 
Germans, considered to be a higher revelation of truth 
unfathomable Rich men have bought up thousands 
of copies of tins grotesque and absurd work, distributing 
them, free of charge, to hundreds of Public Libranes 
Tlie Kaiser publicly anl warmly approved of it Tt 
has gi> cn nsc to quite a hteraturc on, for, or agamst 
it, and Chamberlain isnowoneof the most popular and 
influential wnters in Germany 
The secret of Chambcrlam’s very great success m 
Germany is not far to seek With an air of suentiflc 
aiguraent he pro\ es to his own, and to German satis- 
faction, that all history spells ‘ German,” and that 
all future dc%elopinents of the world wiii be ” Made 
in Germany ” The Germans are indeed. Chamber- 
lain teaches the elect people It is mere fnvohty to 
tlunk that the Jews are the elect ones By no means , 
the Germans arc the ones, the unique, the only, the 
ONcrmen the cho«en people (That is probably the 
pnnapal reason why they so hate the Jews It is pro- 
fessional cn\7 Clearly, the Germans, not the Hebrews, 
are the Jews the chosen people ) It is none of their 
fault Many of them, bem of a modest tom, regret 
hemg so immense’ij supenor to other tn'oes But lhe> 
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cannot hdp .t It k m them Nahire has been so kmd 
Jhl r^ J'-'y W“he.r onns and aU resistance van 
eve?, thmension They look at any thing. 

h the darts of their unfading mteUcct they solve, 
explain or reconstmet ,t Then- stomach is strong . 
hey can and vvnU absorb all the mountains meadows 

lelst 

Stem? ‘ra"’ a ‘i’”' ‘o Mr Houston 

bteivart Chamberlain He says — 

NorthL'^?™’*”' ^ POPlfetlCM of 

^hern E^epe who appear in history as Kelts, 

^?on h? mostly ininevtricable 

That ti ' peoples of modem Europe are sprung 
buUh =“ 5 'rJ 2 mily is certain 

S morn a"'"‘ “"""S '-"^n.en intellec 

in arolvine 1 “ P'>yr'<a''y. lhat we are justdied 

spread far o^^ ">-<>"y. 

“t an mfinitclv ^a brilliant result 

sit on European tlir?^''"^ Wood Only Germans 
pnhgtmtna Tn,"”i '“PPened is onlj 

ment when the r™ 'rom the mo 

■nfeilance of an,,™" ""S’"y '-nd, seizes the 

f t W Ould tv* / 

C' the passagM ,n '''''' Imndrcdlli 

S« winch that Teuton Cliamberlam shows 
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agd " proves," tlut in the Germans, and in them alone, 
thne is that mysterious somcthtng-cr*othcr, that has 
enabled men of German blood to do the great things 
of the past. Of course, all the great men of the 
past* were, when you scrutimzc them more closely, 
nothing but Germans. So was, for instance, Dante, 
whose face, Chamberlain say«. is " cliaractenstically 
Gemfan *' So was, one need scarcely insist, St. Francis 
of Assisi ; and Pascal, whom some people are still 
foolish enough to consider one of the greatest of French- 
men. was. the redoubtable Chamberlain says, nothing 
more nor less than a German. Did he not oppose the 
Jesuits } 

After these master-strokes of critical analysis, no 
one, we hopc.wiU fed inordinately moved by reading 
what Chamberlain has to say about Jesus One is, 
ol course, nowadays quite used to hearing all sorts of 
remarks on the great personalities of the Bible. Moses 
lias long been reduced to an cmigration-agcnt, or to 
Ike modest predecessor ol Messrs Thomas Cook and 
Son. David, otherwise quite a nice young man, has 
long been shown up as a plagianst, who took, il is true, 
tus best inspirations from the hacks of the " British 
Mu'-eum ’* in Jerusalem, four hundred years after his 
death All this is well known We are likewise quite 
prepared to CampbcIIize the central figure of Chns- 
tumly into a fairly saccessful cardboard model of a 
goody-goody mnn But how imm''asur3bly greater 
tlun all ih.s is Cliambcrlam I He has it, at first hand, 
that Jesus was no Jew at all He has no doubt about. 
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rt He says with the simphcity so charactenstic of 
Prussian thought — - • 

• Whoever maintains that Christ was a Jew is either 
Ignorant or dishonest ignorant if he confuses rehgion 
and race dishonest if he knows the history of Galilee' 

The probabihty that Christ was not a Jew that He had 
not a drop of pure Jewish blood m His veins, is so ^eat 
that It IS almost a certainty To what race did Hb then 
belong ? To that there is no answer . 

After which Chamberlain indulges in conjectures 
Perhaps he says, Jesus was an Assyrian colomst On 
consideration, he finds that Assyna won't do 
and opines that Jesus was 
rLn 'Ib ThisinabihtyofMr Chamberlain 

lenfiw M Some men of 

Sna V y '“"■“"S'' 

Jesus 4d belong, Chamberlain, the apostle of that 
wonLS , How strange I How 

oh Truth 1^ ‘"“y wandenngs, 

H S Cham- 

Lt see Chamberlain cLd 

Reil'er!' e^iUcr '' “ g 

find_arguments expressed in the best 
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University slang of Berlin, and submitted with becom- 
ing seriousness, to the effect that, if Jesus was not of 
German ongin. He was a fraud Nobody can sincerely 
say He u’as a fraud Ergo, He was a German Oruas 
He nbt blond ? Had He not blue eyes, and that roseate 
skin so clearly indicative of German complexion’ 
If tfiis IS not convmcing (and of course there are men 
so obdurate as not to be convinced by any argument 
ofihat kind) then one has only to analyse the name of 
Jesus The first syllable, /«, IS dearly an altered Ger — , 
the letter r being frequently treated as a vowel and 
so dropped altogether, or changed into i The second 
syllable -tis, is only the Latin ending for males, hence 
equal to the German (or English) man Can anything 
be more evident ? 

It IS thus quite beyond any reasonable doubt, say 
the German tlunkers, that allNortbem, North-Western, 
Central, Eastern, and South Eastern nations are really 
Germans ^Vhe^l, therefore, the Kaiser speaks of 
Greater Germany, of the Germans m general, he, in 
all sincerity, means two thirds of Europe He means 
that the German Empire of the near future will, and 
by right of Race ought to, compnse two thirds of 
Europe. 

This, ue are convinced wiU appear to most British 
readers too childish an idea to be worth serious con- 
sideration The avxrage man in England will say 
to himself ** Even granted that a feu writers in Ger- 
many do entertain such extravagant ideas, surely one 
cannot admit that the bulk of the Germans accept^ 
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them as senous prmciiJes of German politics In all 
countries there have been single eccentrics who 
absurdly overrated the significance and importance of 
their nation Scotsmen have laboriously proved 
that Adam was a Scot Some Englishmen have* writ- 
ten heavy books on the EngUsh being the ‘ lost ten 
tribes Americans if we are to believe some of'their 
writers nearly all come from Oliver Cromwell* and, 
as Thackeray used to say, one cannot wonder that The 
Conqueror won the battle of Hastings, since so many 
ancestors ' came o\cr with the Conqueror ' " 

There is much common sense m all this Single 
eccentrics do not prove very much as to the state of 
mind of the majority of a people Some years ago 
the author met at the Bntish Museum a countryman 
of lus, a Hungarian who spent all his time and wasted 
all his efiorts on a book m which he undertook to prove 
that all the great leaders of mankind were Hungarians 
The only difference with regard to such solitary " cranks '* 
is this — nobody cares for what they say or write Their 
works are believed m only by a few fellow invalids, 
and enjoyed by knowing lovers of odd books But, 
m the case of Germany, as she has recently developed, 
thestateof affairs isessentially and completelydifferent 
That which, m other countnes, never rises beyond 
a mere oddity is, m contemporary Germany, a vast 
wave of national thought In the Tatherland as has 
long been remarked by many an observing traveller 
or scholar, the writers, teachers, journalists, and scholars 
of the day have an infinitely greater influence on the 
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pcofJe, than similar brain workers ever wield in Eng- 
land German pohlical unity was really set in motion 
bj German thought, that is l>y the incredible mHuencc 
ol German professors, poets and writers Once these 
bookmen take up an idea, be it ever so nebulous, it 
IS sun. to fall, m due time, as fertilizing nun upon the 
rough soil of Germany 

The reader is therefore asked never to forget that, 
no matter how laughable and childish those Pan- 
German ideas may be, they arc at the same time most 
«!cnous, on account of the effect they have had on the 
Germans In tlus world there is no greater power 
than effect To laugh at a thing because it is laugh- 
able i<, m political matters, most unsound Once 
alrcids , m the sixteenth ccntur> a German undertook 
something that moved the then Pope to pvals of laugh- 
ter It appeared to Pope Leo X too ludicrous for 
V ords tint Luther, a poor and helpless Austin monk 
and professor m Germany, wanted to upset the Papal 
power Yet that helpless German did up^ct verj mucli 
of the Papal power The Pope's power seemed then 
as great, if not vcr> much greater, than is the power 
of the Bntish navj to-da> 

If, then \ve are now going to tell the reader more 
of the boundless!) fatuous ideas entertained bj the 
Gemans wth regard to the power, destinj, and "eva- 
d'“nt V ocat on " of their Race, we do so firstl) , because 
wu should like to warn him of the \*cr) great danger 
imp’ M n beliefs, of that kind shared b> practically 
^L', ’Ar vcxVj TiUutfii 'viermarft , ''econJfn , and oifiy as 

c 
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a minor motne, because we want him to enjoy thor- 
oughly the gnm humour of the thing <• 

All Great Men Have Been Germans ! 

We have seen that the Kaiser and the most popular 
writers m Germany have rapidly come to the cpnclu* 
Sion that all the great men of the past, from Jesus 
downwards, were either pure or mixed Germans But, 
so far, we have heard this statement only as a vague 
opimon Now we are going to see how elaborately 
this statement has been proved m various works wit- 
ten by German scholars 

The underlying contention of the whole matter is, 
of course, very transparent The Germans who boldly 
say that the twentieth century is theirs, just as the 
sixteenth belonged to the Spamsh, the seventeenth to 
the French, and the eighteenth to the English, the 
Germans, we say, want to go one better than all the 
nations For, while the Spanish or English were sat- 
isfied to caU one century theirs the Germans M-ant 
to show, not only that the twentieth century will be 
theirs, but that as a matter of fact all the preceding 
centuries were, properly considered, also theirs 

Such views Would not appeal very strongly to the 
English, who as a'^le, do not trouble themsblves 
very much about form^^ centuries But, m Germany, 

, . to the great atte>ltion paid to the teaching of 
history m aU the public scU»ls. every schoolboy knows 

e nraes of Italy, Fran^ or Spam Everybody 
there knows something about Dante, Raphael, Michael- 
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opinions of Mr Wollmann This, however, is not. the 
point at all The real interest is in the fact that Wolt- 
mann's views have been taken by the Germans very 
seriously indeed, that they have been, and are being 
discussed in the gravest of German historical aiJd eth- 
nological revieivs, and that their effect upon th? aver- 
age German is nothing short of extraordinary In 
other words the late Woltmann may be, and ie have 
no doubt, is hopelessly rvrong , but the effect of his 
works on the most responsible of German ivnters and 
readers is very considerable 


'n? ‘nstrament in proving that the great men 
° K'nascencc, or the wonderful painters, 

Woltnf r 'T' IS thus constructed 

Woltmann. together with a great number of English 

that ^"‘htopologists, takes it for granted. 

More r “f, “ Kaces 

Mor especiany. there is the Northern or Germanic 

^ce with a long head (ioM,oc,ph,hc). blond hair, 
sT„rt a!;L'''“;n“‘‘ ‘'‘= '“'■>«-=-anean Race, with a 
ever he fiiid'*tn eomplejaon When 

of a*ionv h" as having been 

tehas ittlfd 1; •'’“^Ycd appelnce, 

secretes™? T”" 

German A^d T embraces of some doughty 

at all times been th"' ‘'’a‘ Germans have 

and waiters of all w “ercenaries, lackeys, clerks 

that wherever Iff 

Woltmann needs a German sub- 
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stjtirte for the more legitimate work of paternity he 
can freely draw upon some one German lackey or butler 
or u alter for the emergency 

In order to fortify his surreptitious fathers in their 
claims to glorj Woltmann makes free use of that 
beautiful method of German philologtans by means 
of which one con conveniently prove uhat one 
pleases Thus it is not quite evadent to the untutored 
mind of the ordinary mortal how Mr Cecil Rhodes can 
be said to be of the family of the late President Kruger 
But for a German philologian this apparently impossible 
problem does not offer senous difficulties Rhodes is 
named — ^\\ho can doubt it ? — after the famous island m 
the Eastern Mediterranean of which the Greek pro\eib 
u«ed to say Here is Rhodes — jump here ! meanmg 

that any man boasting of his being able to jump any 
thing u'as asked at Rhodes to jump the width of the 
enormous harbour of the capital of that island That 
clearly proves that Cecil Rhodes was boastful. So 
ivas some people say the late President Kruger 
Accordingly both were of the same family To disguise 
that Ccal Rhodes who was so fond of Greek and 
Roman antiqmties as to ba\e nearly all the Greek and 
Latin classics speaalty translated for his use chose a 
class cal name suggestne of a colossus the colossus 
of Rhodes Can anything be simpler ? In \'ery 
much the same ^vay Herr MoUmann shoe’s that 
most of the great Renascence men of Italy v.ere 
Germans 

The reader is asked to read the foUowmg extracts 
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from Woltmann’s Dte Germanen tind dte Renaissunce 
tn Itahen (1905) wth great attention * 

Again and again \ve beg to remind the reader that 
the evident absurdity of Woltmann s views is not the 
point at all We deal here with the mental state of a 
whole nation A people like the modern Geanans, 
who can take such views m dead earnestness, afe either 
hopelessly decadent, or dangerously exated, oven^een- 
ingly conceited, and perilously swelled headed. Now, 
it is an absolute fact that WoUmann’s vie\vs have been 
taken very seriously indeed 
One of the oldest, most respectable Professorcn’Blatt, 
or reviews, witten mostly by and for German Univer- 
sity Professors, the Betlage (Supplement) to the Mun- 
chener AUgemetne Zatung, and other reviews (especially 
the LUerartsches CentralblatC) equally serious, have 
reported on Woltmann’s book, with a gravity and an 
interest generally devoted to first-class scientific works 
only In reading the follovnng extracts, the British 
citizen must therefore be aware of the fact that lie is 
reading an absurd opinion shared by thousands of 
ghly instructed and influential Germans We leave . 
it to 0^ readers to appreciate the political dangerous* 
ness of such opinions. 


*1,"'°^^““’'’ Renascence Italian after 

the other, and comes to the conclusion that they ttere 
all Germans He says • 

(' 50 o^l)-His portrait by 
me Cos^ ***' Vecchto in the picture represent- 

hS Cosimo m the circle of the artists of his time : a 
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head piece between Cosimo and Tnbolo seated at his 
left^ The hair on his head is brown and shghtly dis- 
posed m locks, the beard blond, inclining to reddish 
To judge from the photograph, the eyes are light m 
colon/, presumably blue, as blue eyes alone are wont 
to give in photography so light a reflex ” (p 75 

“ kilCHELANGELO BUO^AROTTI ( I475 - 1564 ) — 
(=Benlhard) ancestor of the family, hved in Florence 
about 1210 He had two sons, Berhnghien and Buon- 
aiTota, the former of whom had likewise a son, Bnon- 
arrota By this name, recurring frequently m later 
generations, the family came to be called It is a 
German name, compounded of Bona (= Bohn [prob- 
ably the ancestors of the pubhshers, Messrs Bell and 
Son,] Bonne} and Hrodo, Roto (= Rohde, Rothe), 
Bona and Rotto are cited as Lombard names Buon- 
arotti IS perhaps the old Lombard Beonrad, corres- 
ponding to the word Bonroth Corresponding names 
are Mackrodt, Osterroth, Leonard According to Con- 
divi the Buonarroti spring from the family of the Counts 
of Canossa, a noble Lombard gens m the temtory of 
Re^io, related to the Emperor Henry II In point 
of fact the Counts of Canossa alwa3'S looked on the 
artist as a relation Of Michelangelo’s bodily presence 
we ha\e prca<e and essentially accordant descriptions 
by Vasari and Condivi In his Life of M B A 
Condivi MTites ' Michelangelo is of itcII built body, 
sineivy and bony rather than fleshy and fat sound, 

* Surely the pajahng itself might have been seen by this 
erudite German — Ed 
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more than anything else both by nature, by bodily 
exercise and by abstinence though as a child he 'vas 
«akly and subject to Ms In his lace he has aln'ays 
been well coloured Of medium stature, he is broad 
shouldered but in the rest of his body weak father 
than robust The temples strongly project, more 
than the ears His nose has a somewhat crushed 
appearance, not by natnre. but from the stroke of a 
Bst he received in his youth on the cartilage of the 
^se ne brow in profde projects beyond the nose 
The eyebrotvs have a scanty fringe of hair Tlie eyes 
■night be called small rather than large, of the colour 
"flocks” of yellow and blue 
^r and tord arc black These particulars are con 
toed by the portraits Past and foremost take the 
^toit by Bugiardim in Sluseo Buonarroti Here 
csDeri-ill° * flocked ” appearance of the ms. 

^1 n “"y fl^^flod 

sbiU^rel woi^cuon of the 

crmvth oT i!l'' “Phrrncd by an abnormal 

and h rl "n 1 appears to have been rachitic 

Se fds nn'" ■”“> “= “""“'ofl "otfl 

were of fresh, ruddy hue In thelluseoCivico, 

will* ,hirfLr“,'"-'"“^ '-y “ bond m 

face Takinr ‘hal'nctly recognizable on the 

oomidelt„!ittn‘s'r^,^,‘^y m.o 

point of new that th« t ^ anthropological 

new that though onginallj of Gonnan family , 
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he was a hybrid betueen the North and West brunette 
race ’ ” {pp 73-4 ) 

" Lorekzo Ghiberti (137S-1455) —The name of the 
Ghiberti, who are first mentioned in 1260 among the 
Gucir families in Florence, is denved from Old High 
German Wibcrto Guibcrto, New High German Wilbert 
As Vasari reports in Ltft 0/ L G , he set his hkeness in 
the brJnzc of the Baptistery in Florence In his work 
Vasan presents a profile likeness evidently draivn after 
this bronze head I liave more minutely studied the 
anthropological charactenstics of this head on a gyp- 
sum cast The skull is very long and small, index 
about 73, tlierefore pronouncedly dohchocephabc 
The face, too, is long and small, the nose lightly curved, 
the hair disposed in locks, though nothing is reported 
as to the colour of the hair and eyes, yet, on the ground 
of the family name and the build of head and face, we 
may wtli great certainty assume that lie was descended 
from the Germans " {pp 69-70 ) 

• Giovanm Bellim (1426-1507) has left two hke- 
ncsses by himself, one m the Ufiizi, the other in the 
Conservatoire Palace in Rome Both show German 
features of face, light straw yellow hair and blue eyes 
Bellini IS from Old High German Belo, Bella, Beilin ” 
(p ’80) 

'* Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1517) or as he called 
himself, Leonardo Vinci, came of a noble family the 
earliest extant document about whom dated I339> 

IS signed by a Florentine notary He vras born m an 
old Castle to the N of Fmpoli of winch a tower and ^ 
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some »all= still remain The Castle, m olden tunc 
Casscrodi Vinci,' is evidently named after a German 
Knight Vineo (= W.nhe Vmeke) In the neighboV 
hood are several eastles and villages mth old German 
names such as Cerreto Guidi, Lamporrecluo (eeilam- 
prechp and Tizzana (Tizzo = Tietz) Some mile and 
a half {halbe Stundi) NE of Vinei, on the slope of 
Monte Albano, lies a ’Lnogo d’Anehiano,’ triiere a 
totle IS said to have formerly stood, the name of 
vhich IS derived from the old German Ango (= Anke, 
" 1 ‘*'2 family Vinci had a country honse, 

in winch was bom Leonardo, in the midst of a district 
once peopled by Germans In the valleys and on 
^e slo^s of Monte Albano. at a distance from the 
^at highway, yon still find among the peasantry 
m^y blond and blne^yed men. in all likelihood the 
nums of the Gothic tribe Out of this soil sprang 
the othOT-lse unknown Catenna. motile, of Leonardo; 

stam^ iT ood =““"6 

asndi" I-'*-' los nephew Pieroda Vicci, 

middle of his'eheTt ‘‘The''l' 

in the Pm fk ■d'enessof himself in red clialk 

m tte Pinacothce at Tunn shows the head of a grey- 

sXhUv '1^ '"S'-ooched brow, small face.^d 

may be assnmed to have been taken from life. 
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It .shoTvs TT.iii ticsd ca he::d, yond btard, 
and bine eyes. Leonardo's cload complexioa is not 
reported m so roaay wcrd> bv lua bjc^phcr?, but 
the (jonstantly ertoHcd beauty of bis hair almost im* 
plies it, seemg that for the ItaLan, and e»peaaUy of 
the J?enaissan®, b ond hair was the chamctcnstic 
of physical beauty. A figure in ‘The Tluw Atvh* 
angels and Tobias* — b> Verrochio, according to the 
prevailing ^^ew— presents the picture of n slun mul 
tail-grown jouth, with large bine ejcs, ji.llo\v hair, 
finelj shaped and expressive features, winch oiu inij’ 
conjecture to be the portrait of Leonardo AUogvtIuri 
from biographical and iconographic source*, 1 u** 

do’s anthropological features may be suiunu\l u\' vh 
follows Tall and strong figure , long and *in ill •‘KviU , 
face of like conformation, with hglitly rmsid 
hght complexion, large blue ejes, Monti hiir oC head 
curled m ringlets, blond beard If any nnnuH; tbs' 
great Italians, Leonardo was a pure and nuuu^‘ ‘1 


oT the German race ” (pp 83-(» ) 

*' Raffael S^NTi (1483-1520) —As shown h\ T"*' 
^'ant, there Uved in Colbordolo, IvtiKi'clit 
birthplace, about the first half of the (oiutccnth itntinj 
a certain Sante, giving the fund} nnine td 
Santi to his descendants Tlio n uno “t t 
Colbordolo is of old German origin an vl gout to I* 
HelUport. and simUar namn Ido it. 

Santim, Santoni, Santi ia rqnnll> a ^ 

correspondingtoSandtinNini *>1;;;"^ .^^“.chant. 

mother, Magia Cnrla was the dnugM 
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L’ied“ o„f rT?® ‘o-te 

ItTby^rF “u 

to the o rt r '”‘>“‘^‘=■1 would be eqmvalent 
f he bo J; ” “ 

In the J Gto^n, 

hken T. ■" ts o Ireseo 

B^bZ «Ts ‘"= 

left bv hia met '■°"' S“nty are the notices 

RaSafl e 1 u ‘™P°‘^es regarding Raflael s extcnor 
Rattaels likeness of himself m the Tin; t. 
painter at th. .» ““sen m the UfBzi shows us the 

LwevZ been ^ 

mouth a„d „" r“' “”■> only 

find Raffael with intact In this portrait we 

smy ejlf li!h a 

dark blond hair shading mTo mdth 

Sant" repTOtrtmf m""" I”™ Giovanni 

has aIwa«Tem HV 7 '^“'1 "hn* 

his mother Both h " “ Raffael and 

has blue mes Iheaet Z ’‘‘'O '“d 

with a blLh atd ^ ‘ has grey cjes dasi ed 

hkcness at Urbmo ah°'™'^ elmuncr In the fresco 
blond hair The hotli have hght 

the mothers am „, a ''’f ™ nntortunatelj closed 
likeness of Raffael m i is further a 

his father a good m 0'’““nth Jear ascribed to 
Museum HerrRaS 1 «■= W-over 

.dark grej ejes Jn the itk hlond hair and 

hthmna of Siena Cathedral 
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Raffael and his teacher Pmtuncchio are, in Catherine's 
Catjomzalion, presented, full figure, as taper bearers 
Both have blond hair and rosy white skin Whereas, 
however, Pmtuncchio shoivs eyes of distinct blue, 
corresponding to those of his self portrait in Spello, 
RaHad has grey yellow eyes To this hkeness of RaSael 
by Pmtuncchio, then his teacher, must be attached 
the greatest importance m forming a judgment of his 
physical type Of the identity there can be no doubt. 
Here more particularly is the so charactenstic droppmg 
of the upper eyehd Altogether it may with great 
certainty be concluded that m his youth RaSael had 
hght blond hair and bluish eyes, but with advancing 
age hair and eyes assumed a somewhat darker shading 

"RaSad's skeleton, found m the Pantheon, uas 
five feet two inches, Pansian measure ss 167 5 cm long. 
The skull was small 

" G K Nagler, too, in his Rafael ah Mensck und 
KunstUr ivntes ' His features were of regular beauty, 
the eye clear and pure, the mirror of a beautiful soul , 
the form of the head ivas oval, and the hair blond till 
wth the progress of the years it inclined shghtly to 
broViTUsh ’ “ (pp 89-gr ) 

The Bntish reader of the preceding extracts will 
probably think that m such stuff and twaddle there 
is not much to fngbten senous men Nor is there 
We do not mean to assert tliat the stuff itself, or, in 
other words, that Herr Woltmann’s misplaced erudi- 
tion. has, by itself, any value whatever The great 
uwn <54 tlaa 'RcoasMJB/;#! vn. nc/we. G/iroiaja 
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m mmd or body than they were Yankees But what 
cannot be taken too senously, we contend, is the effect 
of such stuff on the mmd of the German nation The 
stuff is wretched enough but its effect is a most important 
matter. 

Resultant Swelled Headepness. * 

One can readily understand that the British? them* 
selves calm in their strength, are mdined to treat 
such vagaries as strongmen generally treat the extrava 
gances of boys But one cannot quite understand 
that the Bnttsh, on learning that these vaganes of a 
great number of German wnters have fairly dazed 
the German people, still contmue to smile with tran 
quilhty This, it would appear to us, is m the highest 
degree impohtic The actions of a nation like the 
Germans are, in the first place, influenced by their state 
of mmd , and, gu en that that state of mind m Germany 
IS now one bordering on absolute megalomanta, or the 
most morbid form of self-conceit and swelled beadedness, 
it IS safe to conclude that their actions, too, will soon 
assume forms of the most dating self assertiveness 
and aggression 

In this country, Germany and the Germans are 
practically as unknown and as poorly understood 
as if they hved somewhere in Central Asia, and not 
wnthm eight hours’ sailing from England Their 
literature is so little known that more than once the 
author was asked by Englishmen whether the Germans 
had three or four wnterx oi OAte TbA ioUfVKVP.g 
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IS absolutely trae, il intensdy humorous A nch 
city merchant mvitei to one of his receptions a number 
of literary people The conversation for a time touched 
upon, German literature^ and amongst other names 
that of Goethe was frequently mentioned The host 
had never heard that name before Rather annoyed 
by the constant recurrence of that name, he asked one 
of his literary guests who Goethe was He received 
the answer that Goethe was one of the great German 
poets Thereupon the aty merchant mdignantly 
exclaimed " Of course, we know him, but we call 
him over here ' Schiller ’ " ! 

What indeed, does the average Bnton know of 
the vast wave of Imperialism that has fiooded the 
hearts and the minds of the Germans > Does he ever 
read tlie Alldeulsche Blatter, the organ of the Pan 
Germanists?* Does he study the Deutsche Erie, a 
geographical review de\oted to Pan German mterests ? 
Has he ever heardof thepenodicals and bocks treating 
of *the " necessary ’ mevitablc ' and " providential " 
spread of the German Empire over Europe and the 
globe? Has he ever attempted to appreaate anght 
the effect of this constant and unremitting excitement 
of impenalist fever that has, these twenty five years, 
seized the Germans^ It never enters his mind to 
think of it, to pay the slightest attention to it 
Occasionally, it is true the Bnton is roused to anger 
or indignation by an utterance or act of the Kaiser 
or his Chancdlor However, influential as these two 
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dignitaries may be, they are not the most effective of 
the Imperialists in Gennany. The most effective, arc 
those German authors who, like Professor Treitschke, 
Herr Woltrnann, Hr. H. S. Chamberlain, Herr Reimer, 
Herr Hasse, Count Ernst Rdventbw. and a host of 
others, instil the poison of megnlotnama into the Ggroans 
in the one manner in which the Germans will^take it 
in the largest doses. 

Germany is an Upstart. 

Perhaps the following consideration will help the 
reader to see the matter in its true proportions. The 
most ignorant is aware of the fact that Germany is an 
upstart ; that her e>dslencc as a Great Power is, so 
to speak, of yesterday. As to Prussia, she was a little 
over 250 years ago a small State under the suzerainty 
of the King of Poland ; and sue hundred years ago 
most of the Prussians properwere still heathens, talking 
a Slav language. It was only by the end of the tliir- 
teenth century that the Pwssi were convertcd*to 
Christianity. Some Sonth-Gennan people contend that 
this conversion is not complete even in our daj's. 

It is common knowledge that, of all the kinds of 
intractable pride, the pride of the upstart is the worst, 
the least amenable to sound limits. For centuries 
and centuries the Germans hav’C been “buffeted about 
by the French, English, Swedes. Poles, and .formerly 
even by the Hungarians- For centuries the German 
Princes, hat in hand, went the round of all the Courts 
of Europe, begging for subridics, kissing hands and 
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bckiijg shoes of vanous powerful ministers, mistresses, 
kings popes and generals For centunes they were 
used and utilized hke so many flunkeys by the older 
and mjre powerful nations around them The Prussian 
rulers espeaally, v\ hether the so called Great Elector, 
who died in i68S, or Frederick William 1 in the eigh- 
teenth ^entury, and Frederick Wilham the Fourth 
m the nineteenth, were forced to eat many a humble 
pie and, as the French say, to swallow many a snake 
Over one half of the British State debt is composed of 
moneys thrown as sops compensation, salanes, or 
tnbes to innumerable German Pnnees dunng the 
seventeenth eighteenth, and part of the nineteenth 
centuries 

As m matters of politics and State hfe so it was 
also ui matters of private life Of all tlie nations of 
Europe, the Germans form the largest contingents of 
" foreigners ” in vanous non German countries The 
Germans outside Germany and Austna are very much 
more numerous than either the Jews, the Chinese, or 
the gypsies Jlillions of them are in Amenca, m Russia, 
everywhere MiUions and millions of them are in the 
demoralizing condition of expatnated, de nationalized 
men and women All that tells All that leaves deep 
indelible traces on the soul It rjinkles m the heart , 
it embitters , it pneks and prods, until one day the 
mass of moral kindlmg takes fire, and then we have 
the praine fire of a nation inflamed wath a secular cry 
for vengeance for the rehabilitation of tiieir slettis as a 
nation and as individuals It is a sort of Jacqueru or 

D 
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peasant nstng on a tasi national scale The peasants 
too after endunng all sorts of lirnnihation, finallj-nse, 

tenants are burned, men, nomen, and chUdrfn are 

enll'h ' T"'"® “’'‘5 

and indicnitiJ "" Immihations, 

«d indignities of German history, Thiers asked 

Sedan f'SMmg alter 

T'T ’“"6 '>■“ P"«ner. 

I" Nou'”t "against Louis 

jeirs before thc^daL' 

Thiers and Ranke yl, Lit" 

exaggerate Tim i ' did not by any means 

of Sn, bLL“r;f' 

alter fnc generations^'.^' ^ ‘h’t, 

forget them It „„ *""0005 nern unable to 

"lat the assembled rUI" 

■n "le estalili.hment of 

lo" lit of iGSr, „i„._ ,, f*' C'eman Empre Tlie 

'nidsl of ,„ae^ b ™ , Strassburg in the 

fi«. .. .sc'ni;n:. 00^.0 In 

> coniinonsense„i,ho„,,^,^^,g^,^ 
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histqry to say tliat, for centuries, they were accustomed 
to endure nameless insults at the hands of nearly all 
the nations around them, so that, whene\er a Swedish 
or Ercncli conqueror spat into their faces, they exclaimed 
only : " Does it rain, I wonder I " 

The Saviours or the Worud 

Now, let any one of some cxpcnence of life ask. him- 
self what may be expected from a person that has 
hitherto been lectured, insulted, and sweated by 
individuals whose superior he is now sure to be It 
would surpass all human nature to keep one's head 
quite level under such circumstances The Gennans 
know that they are, or arc held to bo, the military 
superiors of any two or three of the nations surround- 
ing them Their innumerable wTiters, professors, 
journalists, poets, and politicians tell them so 
unceasingly, every day, m every paper, scientifically, 
learnedly, or philosophically They hear that it was 
really they who saved the world in the pakt 

Just read the following extract from Chamberlain’s 
book He speaks of the wild Germans who invaded 
the Roman Empire Of those savage hordes, Chamber- 
lain says — - 

"This barbarian, who prefers to enter the battle 
naked, the savage, who suddenly nses up out of woods 
and marshes, to pour upon a cmhred and cultiv’ated 
world the horrors of a mighty conquest, and fights with 
the bare fist, is ncvcrtbclcss the lawful heir of the 
Greek and the Roman, blood of their blood, and spint 
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of their spint What he unknowingly tears from 
strange hands is his own But for him, the day of 
the Indo-European was passing to its end The 
Asiatic and African slave had crept murderou|ly up 
to the throne of the Roman Empire, while the Syrian 
bastard was seizing upon legislation, the Jejv was 
using the library of Alexandria to adapt Gree^k philo- 
sophy to the Mosaic law , soon, too, the Mongohan 
was to crush under his savage blood-stained foot the 
sublime blossoms of the pnmal Aryan {urartschen) 
life ; Indian thought, Indian poetry ; and the Bedoum, 
intoxicated with the madness of devastation, was 
to bum that Garden of Eden, Erania, in which for 
thousands of years all the symbolism of the world 
had grovm up, mto an eternal desert , ait had long 
ceased to exist, and there was for the rich only formahty 
{Schailonen), for the poor cucus ndmg ; theiefore, 
to use Schiller's phrase, there were no longer men, 
but only creatures It was high time that the delnerer 
appeared . . . We can regret only one thing — ^Ihat 
the German did not, everywhere his conquering arm 
preyed, exterminate more completely, and that, in 
consequence of this, the so-called Latmization, t e , 
the mamage wth the chaos of peoples, gradually 
recovered wide temtones from the only qmckemng 
influence of pure blood and unbroken youth, in fact, 
from the control of the highest talent " 

In other words, but for the Germans overrunning the 
Roman Empire — that is, but for this, the most unfor- 
tunate event of all European history — Europe could^ sp 
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the Germans are no\v taught, never have been saved 
by / the only quickening influence of pure blood and 
unbroken youth ” Just think of the nonsense of it 
all ! These '* fallen and corrupt ' Romans and Greeks 
forgej, throughout the tune when the " pure and un- 
broken " Germans invaded and “ saved " them, the 
mightiest neapon of oi^anizalion and civilization that 
had up to that tune appeared m human history the 
Roman Catholic Church But for that Church and her 
redemption and colonization of more than one half of 
the sod of Europe, we should still, in company with the 
Germans, eat glands m the wild forests and swamps of 
Lancaslure or Hanover 

But can any one wonder at this wholesale distortion 
of all history, when one reads what the contemporary 
German writers and thinkers and statesmen tell the 
Germans to think of themselves ? The reader is asked 
to go patiently over the following extracts and to con- 
sider that such excessive and wicked flattery is made to a 
naClon that has, as we just saw, barely emerged out of 
a secular state of political infenonty No more danger- 
ous microbe could be implanted in the organism of a 
people 

rnedrich Lange, erstwhile editor of the Taghcht 
Eut dscitau, has gone so far as to inv ent and preach a 
species of " German religion " {Deutsche Religion), 
and from many pulpits it has been announced that *' the 
German people is the dect of God, and its enemies 
are the enemies of the Lord ” 

Chamberlain teaches the Germans as follows — , 
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" \Mio can lt\e in Italy to-da> and mix \sith its amnblc 
and highl> gifted inhabitants uithout feeling witli pam 
tliat here a great nation is lost, irredeemably lost, be- 
cau«e It lacks the inner dnMng power, the greatness of 
soul which would fit its talent > Tins power comes 
from Race alone Italy had it as long as it possessed 
Germans nay c\en to-da>. in those parts i^hicli were 
formerly occupied especially by Kelts, GerraaVs, and 
Normans the popubiton develops the true German 
in<lustry and brings forth men who strive wath desperate 
energy to keep the country together and to lead it in 
glorious paths Cavour, the founder of th'’ncw king- 
dom. springs from the extreme North , Crispi, w ho knew 
how to steer it through dangerous rocks, from the 
extreme South 


*' Fid-'Iity IS found m nearly all pure bred races, 
t g , never more than m negroes , and what man could 
<how more fidelity than the noble dog ? Tins fidelity 
and that freedom do not grow one out of the oth'r, 
but are two ph-noincna of the same character, of wL eh 


one is more of the intilhctual. the other more of th'* 
moral, side Th" negro and the dog s'^rve their rraster, 
whoever he is that is the morality of the weal. or. as 
Anstotl- has it, of him who is nalunlly Ixim to 1- a 
I *'r t chooses his natter, and tl'Ti'orc 

V .. ? ») 

o h- frrrlxim" lor this reason. Chaml^bin 
atlmiirs ,t ,s co-Tcci to considers* Paulo' Gernan 
« 1 h j meyrd 1 U freak of th^ i>i-rvtrtcd L stt'ical 

^ 5- up tl^Quniyrlnmil^folWgirarn-r*- 
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** More decisive for my theory is the kinship of the deeper 
spiritual dispositions betwean Kelts and Germans 
. . .* Does one, then, think it is a mere accident that 
St Paul addressed his epistle on Redemption by Faith, 
etc , to the Galatians, to those Gallic Greeks of Asia 
Minor who had remained almost purely Keltic — that 
document in which one fancies one hears a German 
speaking who \vas exceptionally gifted for the under- 
standing of deepest myslents ’ ” 

Even the wild Goths were noble and tolerant, accord- 
ing to Herr Chamberlain, and therefore superior to the 
foul Romans — " Thus the perfect religious tolerance 
of the Goths, when they became masters of that Roman 
Empire m which the principle of intolerance bad so 
long prevailed, is as characteristic of German feeling 
as IS the protection which they gave to the monuments of 
art We see here those two features . fidelity and free- 
dom . . . The German is the most ideal, and at the 
same time the most practical, man m the world, and 
that, not because these are contrasts, but because they 
are identical The German writes ' Die Kritik der 
reinen Vernunfl,’ hut invents at the same tune the rail- 
way ; the century of Bessemer and Edison is that of 
Beethoven and R \Vagner," 

Tlieir witer tell the Gcrmins — " We are the best 
colonists, the best sailors, and even the best merchants 
. . We are the most intelligent nation there is, and 
the most ad\’anced in saence and art . . . We are, 
wathout contradiction, the most warlike people on 
earth ” 



40 


GERMANY'S SWELLED HEAD 


The sense and passion of everything German are 
carried to such an extent that Bismarck's secretary 

once wrote to the Municipal Council of Berlin 

I have the honour, on behalf of Prince Bismarck, 
to thank the Municipal Counal of the Royal City of 
Berlin for the transmission of a pamplilet relating to 
the fifty ninth meeting of German doctors and'natur- 
ahsts His Highness regrets, however, that lie is un- 
able to take cognisance of it, as his pnnaples forbid his • 
reading a German text printed in Latin characters 
"V, Reinbaben" 

The astonishment of the Municipal Council of Berlin 
was pretty great on receiving tins letter It became 
immense when it was noticed that the pnnted heading 
of the letter was alone in Latin characters 
Gekmany and the runiRE. 

^Can one wonder, under such circumstances, that the 
Kaiser a few years ago, at the celebration of the cooth 
anniversary of the foundation of the Kingdom of Prutsia, 
exclauned "Nothing must be settled in this world 
without the intervention of Germany and of the German 
Emperor " 


In 1903, the Kaiser, on the 28th of April, a few days 
|dler the conclusion of the Anglo-rrcnch n,Uc,U Cor- 
la e, sai at Carlsruhe " Let us remember the great 
time in which German unity was estabhshed on the fields 
of Woerth, Wcisscmburg, and Sedan Present events 
invite us to forget internal discords Let us bo united 
in case w c should be compoUed to intcrv enc in the pohlics 
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of the world ” On 1st May at Mayence, at the opening 
of i new bndge, he said “This work, destined to 
develop peaceful communications, might serve for graver 
purposes " 

After such utterances on the part of a responsible 
ruler, we need not be astonished to learn that irrespon- 
sible professors, whose influence on the Germans is 
nevertllelcss extraordinary, indulge m far louder dreams 
Thus Professor Treitschke, the most jingoist of all Ger- 
man historians, and also one of their ablest writers, 
says — 

"Then, when the German flag flies over and pro 
tects this vast Empire, to whom wll belong the sceptre 
of the umverse ? What nation will impose its vnshes 
on the other enfeebled and decadent people ? WiU it 
not be Germany that will have the mission to ensure 
the peace of the w orld ? Russia, that immense colossus 
still in process of formation, and with feet of clay, will 
be absorbed in its home and economic difficulties Eng 
land, stronger m appearance than m reality, will, wth 
out any doubt, see her Colonies detach themselves from 
her and exhaust themselves m fruitless struggles 
Trance, given over to internal dissensions and the strife 
of parties will sink into hopeless decadence As to 
Italy, she will have her wrork cut out to ensure a crust 
of bread to her children . The future belongs to 
Germany, to which Austna will attach herself if she 
washes to survive " 

It IS under the pressure of such ideas, taught m Gcr 
many by their foremost writers and llimkers, that the 
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Germans liave persuaded themselves of the ncccssitj of 
occupying vast territories, both in their outi nciglibbur- 
hood and in foreign continents Tins Greater Germany, 
or the expansion of the German race (as if such a thing 
existed — as if the Germans had not the blood of ifll the 
nations in them) has become a dogma with the Germans 
En en in Iheit school boohs it is publicly taught the 

following from the manual of Herr Dame! profl-ssor of 
geography at the Royal College at Halle — 

' France was primarily a small kingdom born of the 
dismemberment of Charlemagne s empire and bounded 
by the Rfionc and the Sa6nc rivers, and has only ex 
panded at the expense of Germany , during the Middle 
Ages Lyons and Marseilles were German lowms " 

The same author, m an equally classical work m use 
in the schools, gives the *' natural frontiers of Germany 
as on the west " arc '* the hills which extend from Cape 
Gnsnez to the Argonne, the plateau of Langres the 
faunlles, the mountains of Alsace, the heights between 
the lUunc and the Rlionc, and the jura to the lakool 
Geneva," 

If Germans arc taught similar political geography 
about France, the reader may easily imagine what they 
are giv cn to understand about tlw " incv liable ’ destiny 
of the smaller Slav peoples m their neighbourhood 
Thus we read in Pan-German books — 

" We sometimes hear lh» following objection from 
the savants and sages opponents of th'* Pan Germanic 
id^ * Of what L*e to us will bi. the Cxeths theSIo- 
veauns, and tii»‘ others? \Sdl lhcCalhol,c5of Austna 
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really represent an increase of our power ? ' To the 
first objection we reply that a universal Germany is 
only possible if the great Slav power Russia is crumbled 
to bits, IS completely overthrown Then, when the 
triumphant German armies occupy the country from 
the Moldau to the Adriatic, it will be possible simply to 
expel the non German populations from Cisleithania 
An mdemmty may be given them, but the coun- 
try must be cleared and the land colonised by Germans 
In the event of such momentous happemngs, we would 
not hesitate to take large tracts of temtory from France 
and Russia to form the glacis of our frontiers on the east 
and on the west It would, moreover, be necessary to 
impose as a condition of peace that the native should 
evacuate these provinces and be compensated by the 
conquered powers There again colonisation would be 
earned out That is how we propose to enlarge our 
European frontiers This enlargement has become for 
us a matter of necessity, just as bread is necessary for 
oui^ rapidly increasing population ” 

The VoTwdrts has put it on record that, to a numerous 
and sympathetic audience of professors and students of 
Protestant Theology, the theologian Lezmsmadeaspeech, 
which was loudly applauded, m which he advised that 
the Prussian Poles should be treated like Chinamen The 
following is an extract from this prodigious oration — 
“ Solomon has said ‘ Do not be too good , do not 
be too just ' The Polish press should be simply anni- 
hilated All Pohsh societies should be suppressed, 
without the slightest apology being made for such a 
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measure This summary procedure should be likewise 
applied to the French and Danish press, as well as to the 
societies of Alsace, Lorraine, and Schleswig Holstein 
Especially should no consideration whatever be shown 
to anything relating to the Poles The Constitution 
should be altered with regard to the latter Thg Poles 
should be looked upon as helots They should be allow ed 
but three privileges to pay taxes, serve m the army, 
and shut their jaws ’ («c) 

Gerjiak Pretensions and Expansion 

In the following extracts the reader may follow the 
various stages of that German expansion all over the 
globe 

Schmoller, the political economist, writes — ‘ We 
must at all costs hope for the formation m Soulliem 
Brazil, of a state with 20 or 30 million Germans, and 
that this State should remain an integral part of Brazil, 
whether it be constituted as an independent state, or 
whether it remain m close relation with the Empire ” 
He quotes from Deutsches Handels Archxv, March, 1901, 
a report of the German Consul at Blumenau (Brazil) — 

Of the 40 000 inhabitants, about 30 000 are German 
Brazilians, 8 000 are Austnans, and the residue is com 
posed of Portuguese Brazilians " He quotes Dr Hasse 
as saying We shall see the German oak grow bigger, 
and from the Gorman Emperor will spring the Emperor 
of the Germans " Schmoller quotes also from Handels 
museum, June 13. 1901 —"Little by little, slowly and 
surely , Germany is securing the trade of Bohi la When 
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she has done that cntu^ly, she will have secured the 
plenitude of influence, a complete moral and material 
supremacy, and a colony acquired without war or 
expense ” 

The German military authorities add — ” The German 
army pnd fleet must have at command a field where 
they can work homogeneously If, as seems probable, 

^ the work of the army should be to the south and east of 
the Empire, it vs almost indispensable that it should be 
supported by the fleet m the Adriatic and the Mediter- 
ranean Our strategic front must extend from the 
Baltic to Tneste France and Russia have each a share 
in the maintenance of equilibrium in the seas of North 
Europe and of the Mediterranean Basin We must have 
exactly the same Besides, are the shores of tlie Upper 
Adriatic so far from, German lands ? Tliere is httle 
more than loo kilometres as the crow flies from the 
• Gulf of Trieste to the frontier of South Canntlua — a point 
from which going northward and skirting Bohemia, 
there are nothing but compact misses of Germans to 
be found On no account should this part of the coast 
be allowed to fall into Latin or Slav hands, for, if it were, 
that side of Germany is swamped for a century, maybe 
for ever ’ 

The Japanese talk hopefully of conquermg the Duich 
Cast Indie'! which they consider an easy prey , and the 
Germans on their side, confidently remark that if the 
lesser Holland of Europe became a dependence of the 
Great Empire, the greater HoUaiwl oi the Antipodes 
would become the finest ot tjte German c<?h?nfes 
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At Ktao~clmi the Emperor William had given a first 
exhibition of his attitude towards China Glorying 
in his strength, and impatient to parade it, looking on 
the Chinese as a "barbanc people,” he extolled the 
'* mailed fist ” and encouraged it among his repre- 
sentatives Baron Ketteler paid with his life /or his 
imprudence and his provocations Personally, hit by 
the assassination of his minister, the Emperor seized 
the occasion to adopt a tragic attitude ; m his imagina- 
tion he saw himself a new Joshua, fighting with the 
people of God, against the Amalekites, and at the same 
tune — with that cunous imxture of practical common 
sense and romantic imagination which is one of the 
characteristic traits of his nature— started a diplomatic 
campaign for the acceptance of a German field marshal 
as head of the international army 

In Western Asia the Germans pursue, and not un- 
successfully, a forward policy of constant infiltration * 
The following extracts are very instructive 

Lt -Col Hildebrandt writes ” The Germans like- 
wse have a great strategic interest in the Bagdad 
Ratlway, for in the contingent event of a blockade of 
the Suez Canal — a blockade which political complica- 
tions. or, later on military operations, might bring 
within the range of possibihties— this railway would 
supply Germany with the most direct road to the East 
of Afnca and Asia and towards her transoceanic 
possessions ” 

Siegmund Schneider wntes m Die Deutsche Bagdad- 
iahn : *' Russia has, by the treaty of St Petersburg 
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of i{^ secured the nght to send along the railway l»np<t 
of Eastern China (covering 1^00 kilometres of Chmese 
Manchnna) detachments of Siberian Cossacks to gnard 
their Ijne In the same way it will b^ecessaiy, during 
the construction of the Bagdad Railway, that sumTar 
measnres shonld be earned out to ensure the safety of 
constructors and protect them from the attacks of 
, ^ouins and brigands m Kurdistan. Mesapotamia, and 
Babylonia,'* 


Dr. Rohibach mles m Bm Bagialbdkn . " A Turkey 
strong, miblarily and pobticaUy. can alone enable us 
to find m the lands of the Euphrates and the Tigns an 
inOTase of our national possessions and an improvement 
m the economic scale For a weak Turkey not a p/nmg, 
but to a strong Turkey let ns give all the money that 
he required." 

Br Paul Rohrbach wntes m Die Zeil " Th<*re can 
no longer be any doubt on the subject Th» AnatoJta 
Ihulway Co , which is m the hands of th- Deui'che Dank 
of Berlin, will have the finanaal and technical mamr'*' 
ment of the undertaking It niay, th'Tcforc, 
that the Bagdad Railway js m reality a Carman rniff' 
pnse, as we on our side desired »t to 

It. whiUt our adversari** on th^ oth'*r Iw"' ^ 
their utmost to thwart it at Conitmtinopl'' v'’ 


much jealousy and tenacity " 

^t-CoL Hild'*brandt, vnlmg i" ^ ^ 

Revue ite geiarrrtUn Artnten ^ ^ ec^ 

^arch 1902). 

cession was g^ted at tfw rod 
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taken that it was obtained thanks to the pohcy o^ the 
Gennan Government, which has resolutely claimed* for 
its country the position of a world power in the concert 
of nations The construction of the line is conse- 
quently in German hands, and the same is the case 
wth the huge maritime works winch are being earned 
out by the Anatolia Company on a site which will furnish 
an excellent port, and in the Bay of Ismid on the spot ^ 
knQ\Yn as Haidar Pasha, near Scutan, on the Bosphorus, 
opposite to Constantinople, of which it may be said to 
form a suburb " 

At the end of March 1902, the followng note appeared 
in the Turkish papers — 'Up till to day MM Zander 
(representing the Deutsche Bank) and Huguenm have 
acted as managing directors of the Anatolia Railway 
Henceforth M Zander will take up the title and duties of 
'Manager of the NewConcessionLmes ' andM Huguenm 
remains manager of the Anatolia Company '* 

In 1880 the trade of Germany with the Ottoman 
Empire amounted to 8 500 000 francs (£340 000) , m 
1900 it had increased to 8i,250,<x)0 francs (£3 250 000) , 
and in 1904 to 84450000 francs ((3378000), having 
increased tenfold in twenty years 

This regular system of expansion is very considerable, 
aided by various soaeties whose only aim is the spread of 
the Gennan language of Gennan commerce, and Ger- 
man ideas Thus, the Atlgemeiner Deutscher Sprach- 
v^em sends subsidies to the German schools scattered 
throughout the world and especially to those in the Slav 
countnes of Austria , the Society for^the Propagation of 
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the German Language {ptutscker Sprachvercin) works 
in the same direction. The DeJi^scAc Kohnial Gesell- 
schaft encourages ideas of oversea expansion, whilst the 
DentscJier Flollenverein, with already close on 1,000,000 
members, completes the work of converting public 
opinion .to new sacrifices so as to have by 1915 a fleet 
strong enpugh to beat the British fleet. It is especially 
religious societies that distinguish themselves by their 
zeal. The Odin-Veretn of Afnnich, the Gttstav-Adolf 
Verein have specially devoted themselves to the " evan- 
gelization *’ of Austria ; the arrest of one of their mis- 
sionaries, pastor Everling, caused some sensation at 
the time. The Evangdicd Leagtit has conducted with 
great ardour the " Los von Rom ” (" Away from Rome I ”) 
campaign, for which in 1903 it had already disbursed 
400,000 marks. All seem to fulfil a sacred function, 
the exaltation of the national name and greatness. 
" The king at the head of Prussia, Prussia at the head of 
Germany, Germany at the head of the world." 

Su<di nations as the Germans cannot reasonably 
hope to absorb, they unremittingly endeavour to win 
over to their interests. Amongst these the Ameri- 
cans proper, the people of the United States, are the 
foremost. The Kaiser rarely misses an opportunity 
of ingratiating himself with the Yankees. He sent 
their unwersiti^ works of art; he introduced the 
flourishing system of a constant exchange of profes- 
sors, so that American professors are giving tempor- 
arily lectures at Beilin,* while German scholars go to 
the States to deliver ^scourses on German Science; 
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now, he is said to send one of his sons to Princeton 
University to be educated in Amenca , he h^ re- 
cently utilized the chance left him by the oversight 
of theBntish Go\enunent, and sent an official repre- 
sentative to the solemn opening of the Carnegie Insti 
tute at Pittsburg More than this is done by. a host 
of German wnters, who submit to the 4 ™encans 
tempting reflections such as the folloiving — 

“ The apprehensions of the Amencan people pre- 
vent the United States estabbshing compulsory mili- 
tary service . they can only rely, therefore, on the 
development of their navy The most rational solu- 
tion for the United States is, therefore, to seek a 
' rapprocltiment' with Germany The strength of the 
combined fleets ivUl soon exceed that of the Bntish 
Navy On the other band, the magmficent German 
army would render possible widespreading trans- 
oceamc expeditions The sinulanty of character 
favours a German-Amencan alhance Our sixty mil- 
hon citizens and the eighty imlhon Amencan are* ever 
increasing and multipljnng, and see their qualities 
improve whereas the Latin races remam stationary 
or retrograde Thus the Teutomc race, to which 
Americans belong as wdl as oursdves could aspire 
to the dommation of the globe if the t^vo nations \\ alked 
together instead of remaming isolated Smce 1820 
Germany has sent o\er five imlhon emigrants to the 
Umted States, that is, 22 per cent of the total imim- 
gration No other country has sent so large a contin- 
gent. At the last census (igoo) the number of indivi- 
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duals^seltied in the United States bom of two Gennan 
parents or one was estimated at 7,800,000, and of this 
number over two and a half mdlions had been borrnn 
Gennapy.” 

The Cowing Struggle. 

From the preceding extracts it ^vi^ be seen that 
the Germans are now suffused with a profound and 
passionate bdief in their great histoncal vocation 
Again and again we beg to submit to the British reader 
that he must not tahe vieivs and opmtons such as 
have been here given m the way in which such things 
are taken by the nation of the United Kingdom In 
Great Britain all sorts of views and intellectual or 
political opinions are constantly being published and 
discussed ; yet, with the exception of a few faddists 
and eccentrics, nobody takes them over senonsly. 
At any rate, it may be stated with absolute correct- 
ness that very few people in this country are likely 
to labour any given pohtical or economical theory to 
its logical extreme. 

The British nation has grappled with the realities 
of politics, party stnfes, mtematioual pohcy, or ordi- 
nary wealth far too much to be addicted to mere 
theoretical pushing of ideas to their inferential fag 
ends Hence the most extreme ideas in rehgion, philo- 
sophy, or politics are, in Great Britain, less likely to 
be earned out in unmodified strict logic Compro- 
mise and half measure wisdom are the soul of this 
country. In Gennany, on the other hand, impcnal 
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tous as all struggles between nations that serve as a 
preliAle to great political revolutions ' 

Also Gen Bemhardi's speech to the Berlin Soaety, 
23rd January, 1905 — ” In spite of treaties and peace 
congresses, it is still by sted that great questions are 
settled ” 

" The English peril haunts Germany," ivntes M 
Georges* ViUiers " By the force of things the 20th 
century iviU see the German and the Anglo-Saxon 
in a death struggle for maritime and commercial supre- 
macy At any rate, there is hardly a German who 
IS not persuaded to-day that such inll be the case 
Those even who deny the possibihty of such a conflict 
are not those whom it preoccupies least ” 

And Pnoce Bulow, the German Chancellor, in a 
speech delivered in the Reichstag (December 6th, 1S97), 
said — " The time has gone by when Germans loft the 
earth to one of their neighbours and the sea to another, 
retaining for themsehes the skj, where pure doctrine 
reigns ’ 

As a corroboration of the statement here made wnth 
regard to the extraordinanly high strung feeling of 
impcnol expansion on the port of the Germans, we here 
add two remarks made by w-cH known men in the world 
of htcraturc, one a Trench Catholic pnest, the other a 
Ru<5sian no\ clist The Perc Didon, author of sewral 
famous works on Jesus and the rchgious movement of 
our day, saj s — 

"She (Gcnnan>) lays claim to being mihtaxtl>, 
pohticallj, sacntificall) , rcIigiouMy, morallj, and ^ 
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problems, for instance, are as jet purely theoretic. 
No Germans, if we except one or two generations of 
Germans, have ever had any practical acquaintance 
\nth imperial problems They cannot, therefore^ know 
how to fit ideas to reality, how to modify theory to 
practice Under these circumstances, their theoretic 
bent has all but free scope \Vhere, in realtfy, there 
are a thousand difficulties, they see none The whole^ 
matter of world power appears to them in the hght 
of a simple and clear problem The opinions of their 
leaders are taken by the Germans quite literally, and 
the realization of their unbounded ambition is, they 
hold, only a matter of a few sound laws and mcrcascd 
energy 

All this only adds to the overweening conceit fill 
ing them For, not only are they convinced that the 
world ought to be theirs but also that this appropna 
tion of the globe, and perhaps of a few other planets, 
IS relatively a simple affair They, therefore, do not 
hesitate to draw the logical conclusion from all that 
their leaders tell them One has only to read the 
foUowmg speech by Gen Von der Goltz — 

“It IS therefore necessary to convunce ourselves, 
and to convince the generation wo. have to educate, 
that the tune for rest has not yetVmved, that the 
prediction of a supreme struggle, in wl^ich the existence 
and the power of Germany will be at stake, is by no 
means a vain chimera emanating frorw tlie imagina 
tions of a few ambitious madmen , tha\this supreme 
struggle Will burst forth one day temWe Vnd momcn 
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tous as all struggles between nations that serve as a 
prelu>ie to great political revolutions ” 

Also, Gen Bemhardi’s speech to the Berhn Soaety, 
23rd January, 1905 — In spite of treaties and peace 
congr^es, it is stiU by steel that great questions are 
settled ” 

“The Enghsh peril haunts Germany/' iivntes M 
Georges* Vilhers “ By the force of things the 20th 
century iviU see the German and the Anglo-Saxon 
m a death struggle for mantime and commercial supre- 
macy At any rate, there is hardly a German who 
is not persuaded to-day that such will be the case 
Those even who deny the possibility of such a conflict 
are not those whom it preoccupies least “ 

And Prmce Bulow, the German Chancellor, m a 
speech delivered m the Reichstag (December 6th, 1897), 
said — The tune has gone by when Germans left the 
earth to one of their neighbours and the sea to another, 
retaining for themselves the sky, where pure doctnne 
reigns * 

As a corroboration of the statement here made with 
regard to the extraordinanly high strung feeling of 
imperial expansion on the part of the Germans, v,e here 
add two remarks made by well known men in the world 
of bterature one a Trench Catbohc pnest, the other a 
Russian novelist The P^re Didon, author of several 
famous works on Jesus and the religious movement of 
our day, says — 

“She (Germany) lays claim to being militarily, 
politically, scientifically, rehgiously, morally, and ^ 
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cerebrally the first nation m the world Chauvinism 
in Germany is more than a sentiment , it is a theory, a 
dogma in a saentific dress A distinction is made 
between the two races, the German and the Latin , the 
German, although only a newcomer on the scene' where 
great events are enacted, being naturally placed first " 
The Russian novelist, Dostoiewski, writes — "Chau 
vinism pride, and an unlimited confidence m tlieir oto 
strength have intoxicated the Germans since tlie var 
This people, that has so rarely been a conqueror and 
has so often been conquered, had all of a sudden beaten 
the nation that had humiliated all the other nations 
• On the other hand, the fact that Germany, but 
yesterday all parcelled out, has been able m so short a 
time to develop so strong a political organisation, might 
well lead the Germans to believe that they are about to 
enter on a new phase of bnUiant development This 
coDMction has resulted in making the German not only 
Chauvimstic and conceited, but flighty as ^eU, it is 
not only the Teutonic grocer and shoemaker now Svho 
are over*con6dent, but professors, eminent scientists, 
and e\en the ministers themselves as well ' 

No wonder that the arrogance of the " Elect Ones of 
\xn Cry possible and impossible occasion 

When Bismarck was asked what he would do, should 
some ICO 000 British soldiers be landed on the north 
was o inc'iseofawarbetwcenGreatBntain, 

" I should have them 

arrested by the police *' 



PART II 


In the* preceding section of tins work something was 
said abJut the notions of extreme national pnde and 
Jingoism with which a very great and exceedingly 
inQucntialnumber of German writers, thinkers, professors, 
statesmen, and journalists have these twenty odd years 
filled the heads of the Germans This by itself is, we 
venture to submit, a dangerous state of things, and we 
have repeatedly tried to explain to the reader how 
these fanatic articles, books, views, or utterances of 
German leading men must be taken at their full face 
value, and how absurd it would be to compare their 
effect upon the German nation wth that of similar 
books in this country 

Everybody has heard of the vast influence which, in the 
eighteenth century, %vas exerased by a handful of French 
WTiters about political economy and politics on the 
coming and on the character of the French Revolution 
One cannot, indeed, maintain tliat History is always 
go\cmed by ideas, and thus by thinkers and writers 
But there are periods and conditions when sucli other 
wse harmless multipliers of ink factories have a \ery 
serious influence upon their nation. 

In this cliapter we are going to put before the reader 
the Narious circumstances which, indcpendentl> ofwhat 
SJ 
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German WTiters tlunk or say, have powerfully contri- 
buted to swell the German head ‘ f 

Common sense— the least common of things, though 
the most necessary — wall tell any man who gives lus 
thoughts to matters of European history and jSohtics 
that no single nation in Europe can be great or 
small but what the other nations contribute to it very 
considerably A self-made nation does not exist any 
more than docs, strictly speaking, a self-made man. 
Some other nation has invariably had a hand in it. 
So wc note that Spanish greatness was grafted and 
partly caused by tho weakness of the then Germany 
and Italy. Trendv greatness m the seventeenth 
century \vas based on the then weakness of Spam, 
Italy, Germany, and, periodically, of England, too. 
At present (1907) Germany's greatness, which is un- 
deniable, IS based on the partial eclipse of France and 
Austria and on the absence of the spirit ofChatham m 
England. 

It IS unnecessary to refer here to diplomatic end 
other incidents which have served to obscure the im- 
portance of France 10 companson weth Germany. We 
proceed to consider the position of Austna-Hungary 

I Although Germany's stmgglo for supremacy has been pre- 
cipitated m a manner that Dr Reich could not foresee, and 
somo of his hypotheses and deductioas are correspondingly 
Irrelevant to tho present Curopcan crisis, there is yet left m 
this and the succeeding section of his work much that is vain* 
able in the matters of information and criticism We venture 
to think that these sections are stllZ worthy of perusal, before 
tho reader passes to the Rpitome in which the case stated bj 
Dr. Reich m his first section is mantfestJy cnaf need 
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Austria-Hungary Vassal of Germany. 

In\the case of Austna Hungary, things stand e\en 
mu^ better for a mushroom gro\vth of the German 
swelled head There is, m fact, no exaggeration m 
saying that Austna Hungary is, in international politics, 
the vassal of Germany For over two centimes 
the rulers of Prussia were the humble subordinates of the 
Austrian Hapshu^s ^Vhen, at the beginning of the 
’ eighteenth century, the Electors of Brandenburg became 
Kings of Prussia, they became so by the grace of the 
Austrian rulers who were the Emperors of the Holy 
Roman Empire As late as 1850 the King of Prussia 
was slighted, not to say duped, by the ruler of Austna 
•Since 1866 this has been completely reversed Not 
only was Austna signally defeated by Prussia m that 
year , but when, m 1870, Germany made war on France, 
and Austna thereby had an excellent opportumty of 
squaring her count with Germany, the Austrians did 
not do so at all, and thus missed the greatest of their 
chdnces in modem lustory Ever since, Austna-Hun- 
gary lias been m her own seU-mterest, bound to make 
friends ivxth Germany, to abet and follow her, or to be, 
as was said above, her vassaL 
At the conference of Algearas, for the settlement of 
the Moroccan Question, when all the other Powers 
sided with France and England, Austria Hungary went, 
arm in arm, with Germany Tlungs have come to such 
a pass that Germanj is at present the strongest guarantee 
for the maintenance of the dual empire called Austria- 
Hungary. The author, himself a Hungarian, is well 



58 


GERMANY S SWELLED HEAD 


aware of tne fact that nine persons out of ten in this 
country indulge in the belief that Austria Hungary wll, 
on the demise of Francis Joseph I , who is now (Uaj, 
1907) seventy six years old, fall to pieces, and that the 
Germans will take up and assimilate as many orthese 
pieces as they may care to 
This behef is we venture to submit, totally erroneous 
On the demise of her present aged ruler, Austna Hun 
gary will not fall to pieces at all That dual empire is a 
peculiar product, the oddest of European lustory It has 
no unity whatever, racial, national, religious, or geo- 
graphical It is, m one word, not a stnughtforvvard, 
natural result of the energy and the opportunities of a 
people, such as is France England or Germany, it is a 
makeshift, a pts oiler, as the Frcncli call it , a tlung 
which IS bad enough as it is but the absence of wluch 
uould be worse stilL Old Palacky, the historian of the 
Bohemians or Czechs nghtly said tliat if Austna did not 
exist, it would be necessary to invent it It is not a 
country, or a nation , it is a misfortune but an mev itable 
one This can be made clear very bnefly 
The Germans have Iiad too raanj temble disasters 
in the last three ccntuncs they have, as was pointed 
out above, learned too many a wholesome lesson 
to Ignore what a blind man can see \\c mean, they 
know that any attempt of theirs on a Continental 
country, unless rcall) justified as an act of self-defence, 
would almost immediately call forth a coahlion of 
raost of the other Powers of Europe. Suppose fo' 
mstance, that Ctrmaaj, oat of sheer arrogance and 
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greed, should invade Holland or Swtzerland Nothing 
can surer than that such an invasion would at once 
prevan upon the other Continental Powers to unite 
against Germany If Germany should/ instead of 
HoUahd or Switzerland, choose Austria as an object 
of appropnation, the balance of power would be thereby 
so gravely aSected that Italy and France, let alone 
Hungary, Belgium, and Holland, would forthwith 
• combine for the rehabilitation of the European cquiU 
bnum 

AH tbs the Germans know full well Their leaders, 
such as Professor Hans DdbrO(dc, tell them so every 
,day They do not want to repeat the fatal mistake of 
Napoleon The great French Emperor was almost 
unceasingly making war on one ConUncntol Power 
after the other, until finally all of them coalesced and 
combined against him, and so brought about his down 
fall The Germans are quite aware that if, trusting in 
their supenor military organization, they continue 
exasperatmg one Coutinental nation after the other, 
those nations will without fail unite against them, and 
fight them until they meet their Waterloo 
Quite apart from this danger of a European, at any 
rate a Continental, coalition against them, the more 
thoughtful of the Germans are not at all amaotis to 
absorb recalatrant nations on the Continent Already 
the few million Poles cause them no end of trouble , 
and if the Germans, by hypothesis, forced the Dutch, 
Swiss, let alone the Austrians, mto the German Empire, 
their Imperial Parhament would become a real viferno, 
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or, in plain English, an ungovernable anarchy. Prince 
Billow, the German Chancellor, has repeatedly delated 
that the Poles form the greatest danger to the Geman 
Empire. Now, fancy some nine milhon Catholic 
Austrians entering the German Empire, and tabs, by 
their deputies, the German Imperial Parhament. 
The Cathohe or Centre Party is already one of the most 
influential parties m the Reichstag at Berlin * if nine 
milhon more Cathohes should be represented in it, 
the Cathohes would swamp the German Parliament. 
The Germans, mostly Protestant, cannot possibly 
desire that. Bismarck said more than once that he 
could not afford to absorb Austria, even if it were 
offered to him. 

Gcriian " WorlD'Policv." 

All the foregoing reasons do not as yet give the com- 
plete statement with r<^:ard to Germany’s unwilling- 
ness to seize on Austria. There is a still more powerful 
reason; one which at this stage of our little work 
wc cannot discuss in full, 'but which may and must 
be touched upon. It is this : ^Vhat Germany wants 
and desires is not continental expansion, but maritime 
expansion. In seizing part of Austria, the Germans 
would, to put it in simple language, only catch a Tartar. 
The gain is doubtful, the ad\'antage far from certain. 
To expand on sea, on the other hand, would gi%’c the 
Germans unbounded facilities for their cver-gr' " ‘ 
surplus population, and for their international 
If we suppose that Germany is offered the ^ 
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between say, Switzerland and South Africa j there 
IS np^oubt whatever that the Germans would select 
the latter In the same way, Asia Minor has immense 
attra(ibions for them , and the Dutch islands m the 
East Indies axe an object fervently desired by Germany 
All this transmanne expansion, however, means sea- 
power , jn fact, supremacy on the sea, This supremacy , 

^ a^ain, means a victonoiis war with Great Britain 
This, then, is the real, the true, the only objective 
of German "world policy" If Great Bntain yielded 
to them, by force of coarse, her supremacy on sea, 
the Germans would not trouble much longer about 
being aggressive on the Continent It would not pay 
them To wrest the naval supremacy from Bntain 
IS a matter of war, but of a war incomparably shorter 
and less costly than a war with a contmental coali- 
tion It IS wcU known that naval campaigns may be 
decided in an exceedingly short time, in a week or 
two One signal victory, and the campaign is decided 
Such a rapid solution of the problem cannot be so 
much as dreamed of on the Continent On the other 
hand, neither Britain nor Germany can senously 
hope to be joined, in a naval war, by a coahtion proper. 
No more disastrous mistike can be made than to 
bdie\e tint Bntain will cvcntnally be helped by France, 
tint is. by the French fleet It wU not, unless a very 
profound and improbable change comes over the whole 
mind of the French nation 
The Germans would therefore have to face the 
Bati«h fleet alone This is undoubtedly a considei- 
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able venture Yet it cannot be compared i\ith the 
venture of faang a Continental coalition agaiij^.the 
German army If the British nation had attacked 
Germany a few years ago, say at the time of the Ejuser's 
telegram to Kruger, the ambition of the Germans 
wth regard to mantime expansion uould ha\c been 
nipped in the bud At that time the disproportion 
between the Bntish and the German fleets was too ^ 
much in favour of the former In a few j ears’ time, 
however, this disproportion will be very much toned 
down Unless one believes m the absolute and uncon- 
ditional invinabihty^of the Bntish fleet as m a sort of 
law of nature, one is not entitled to assume that the 
German fleet cannot ever defeat it Such statements 
may do in public gathenngs crowned by a wildly jin* 
goistic gallery They cannot be taken senously m a 
study of Bntam's future At any rate, it remains 
true that the Germans are entitled to think that it is 
much easier and more profitable to make good their 
desire for mantime expansion than to realize any hope 
of absorbing the ConUnent against a coahUon of Powers 
In the former case tliey would have to fight only one, 
if a very great Power, m the latter they would be 
attacked by at least ten Powers 
Given all these undeniable circumstances, no sane 
hghlly attnbutc to the Germans an idea 
of boning their expansion an attack on a great 
hitherto fnendl> ConUncntal Power, such as Austna- 
Jlunga^ Quite on the contrary Since the Germans 
are y ware of the folly of rousing against tbcmsclv cs. 
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Tinnecesaiily, some 150,000,000 continentals ; since, 
moreover, transmarine expansion is for them by far 
the mwe profitable expanaon of the two, and by far 
the m^re feasible, the Germans will, there is not a 
shadow oi a. doubt, take great care to avoid any com- 
plicatioas on the Continent. They \vill do ever3^hing 
in their power to maintain the chief Continental State 
in the centre of Europe, that is, Austria-Hungary. 

* That legend of the disruption and collapse of Austria- 
Hungary after the death of the present ruler is only 
a thought whose parent is the wish of the, alas 1 hut 
too numerous, peace-at-any-pricers of this country. 
In their humanity they wish the Germans to ravage, 
occupy, and swallow Austria-Hungary, instead of 
attaddng the British fleet. Such an Austrian diver* 
sion, those goody-goody ones think in the inmost 
recesses of their hearts, would keep the obnoxious 
Teuton from the shores of this country. So it would, 
but the Germans are not kind enough to be made 
the 'cat’s paw of Exeter Hall, and of the members of 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Cats. 

It has so far been shown that the extraordinary 
self-assurance of the Germans is partly based on the 
eclipse of France and of Austria-Hungary. We shall 
now see that Russia, too, by her complete defeat at 
the hands of the Japanese and by the ensuing anarchy 
Nvithin her empire, has for the time being ceased to 
have any serious influence on European matters. If 
one considers that It was the German Kaiser' who, prac- 
tically the first, in a now i^ous painting of his, tore- 
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shadowed the *' Yellow Peril/' and that this very 
“ Yellow Peril ' was the cause of the downfall of^ijsaa, 
and thus of the unprecedented ascendency of Germanj, 
one cannot but be amazed at the strange and/pntra 
dictory effects of pohtical events Russia is not only 
the immediate neighbour of Germany, there* is also 
practically no natural barrier of any sen^us kind 
between the two countnes Tlus has always rendered^ 
Germany very apprehensive of danger on the Eastern 
or Russian side of her empire It has repeatedly 
prevailed upon German rulers to go wanly and with 
even exaggerated caution It has under all arcum 
stances, poured water into the German wine, as the 
French say They could not think of sounding high 
trumpet tones m handling international affairs The 
Russian Bear was there But now (1907) he is no 
longer there He has withdrawn into his obscure 
lair, there to hek his own wounds, a grumbhng and 
a moaning 

The Position in 1907 

If, then, we twine up all the threads of European 
politics into one big rope of inference, it comes to 
this In all Europe there is at present no longer a 
concert of six great Powers, but only a duo of two 
Powers Germany and Great Bntain The rest of 
the Powers are what in music we call npteiit, 1 c , 
merely filling out the chords and harmonies This 
state of minored prestige Gennanyhas a capital interest 
to maintam in Europe; If the politically anienuc 
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Pov.eis sho\jld coalesce and unite against Germany, 
they might become most dangerous to Germany 
Hence Vhe whole of German policy is directed to one 
single ^bject to keep the former great Powers as 
bloodK.fc as possible, to amemiate inthout unduly 
exasperating them. This done, there remains for the 
Germans one single great duel, that with Great Britain 
This, the> hope they will be able to manage 
• Tlie reader has undoubtedly noticed, from time 
to time, the progress in building men-of*war that has, 
in the course of the last ten years, been made m 
Gennany, The daily papers bring such reports 
from authentic sources, and here and there a more 
thoughtful Englishman lias collected them for future 
reference The mass of this nation, ue are afraid, 
las treated these most senous matters wth the usual 
levity It a, therefore, necessary to collect here the 
latest and most authentic data about the startlmg 
progress of the German hghting na\’y, in order to 
impress the Bntish reader ivith the fact abo\e 
insisted upon, to wit, that the Germans do prepare for 
a possible encounter with Great Bntain Their navy 
can have only one meaning England, or, to speak 
ivith due regard to Scots and Irish, let alone Welsh 
suscepUbihties, Great Bntam Neither Russia, nor 
Denmark, Norway or Sweden are threatening the 
German coast The colonies of the Germans are 
pnnntive; and their trade does not as yet require a 
navy as vast as the one they are buildmg Now, as 
to the facts of their men-of-war, built and building 
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Dunng 1906 the German navy was increased by 
fifteen new warships all of which were built in German 
shipbuilding yards and represent a total disj/aceracnt 
of 62 582 tons Only three of these uarshujs were 
built in the Government yards and it speakswolumes 
for the gradual development of shipbuilding m Germany 
that the remaimng twd\e units were turned out by 
pnvate yards These fifteen units were made up of 
two squadron battleships two armoured-CTUisers t\\b 
small cruisers one mine laynng vessel one ship for 
hydrographical purposes one tender six torpedo- 
boats and one submanne one of the torpedo-boats 
has not been launched yet The battleships were the 
Schlesien launched at Dantzigm May and the Schleswig 
Holstein launched m December at Gaarden near 
Kiel each is of 13 200 tons and they arc the last 
of the five vessels of the Deutschland type With 
these two the German navy has now twenty four big 
battleships The armoured cruisers are the Scham 
horst launched at Hamburg in March and the Gneisc* 
nau launched m June at Gropclingcn on the Weser, 
each IS of 11 500 tons displacement The small (3TU<cf 
NQmberg was launched at Kiel m August and the 
Stuttgart at Dantzig m September The Nautilus 
German} s first mine-lajcr of 2 000 tons was launclicd 
on the Weser in August the tender Dclphm of 44 $ 
tons was launched at Kiel in Januaiy One division 
of torpedo-boats was launched at Kiel the last ol 
these boats G 137 fitted with the Parsons turbines 
and of 572 tons could not be launched in December, 
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nor has the date yet been fixed Finally, last August, 
the U I, the first submanne boat owned by Germany, 
was launched from the Krupp Germama yard at Gaar- 
den , IS of 180 tons 

In arf appendix to Count Reventlow’s book, " Wdt’ 
ineden ^der Welikrteg " {World-peace or World uar), 
1907, the^^vell known Gennan wnter on naval subjects 
gives an interesting account of his correspondence wth 
SIX of the most important private shipbuilding yards 
m Germany with regard to their resources for the con- 
struction of battleslups and cruisers of the largest type 
Krupp's Germama yards at Kiel rephed that they were 
perfectly capable of completing a large battleship or 
cruiser within a penod of twenty four to thirty months, 
and that the seven sbp-ways at their disposal would 
enable them to lay do^vn at least two of these vessels 
every year The Howaldts works, also of Kiel, returned a 
similar reply, and guaranteed to debver one large battle- 
ship^or cruiser every year after the first two years The 
mecliamcal apphances available at Kiel were of the 
most modem type, and skilled labour was plentiful 
The Vulkan yards at Stettin stated that they could 
lay down two battleships of 18,000 tons each and two 
cruisers of 15,000 tons every year If the guns and 
armour were promptly dehvered by the makers, they 
too would be able to complete the ships within twenty four 
to thirty months ^Vhen the Vulkan's new yards at Ham- 
burg had been opened their productive capaaty would 
be increased 50 to 75 per cent. The firm of Blohm 
and Voss estimated that they could lay down two 
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large ships, either battleships or cruisers every year, 
and that they could deliver them within two or two 
and a half years if a continuous succession €f*ordeis 
were assured Herr Schichau, of Schichau’rf works 
at Danzig and Elhing replied that, if neccKary, he 
could comfortably ’ accommodate four battleships 
of 18000 tons each upon the stocks, and could also 
at the same tune carry on the work of fitting out two 
or three more similar vessels Herr Schichau mformeci 
Count Reventlow that he had already completed a 
battleship in thirty months.hut that m general he would 
prefer to receive a fresh order every half year rather than 
reduce the present building penod of thirty to thirty 
six months, which was quite short enough The Weser 
Shipbuilding Company drew attention to its new yards, 
and pledged its ability to lay down two battleships 
and two cruisers simultaneously, and to complete 
them within a penod of twenty four to thirty months In 
addition to these pnvate yards, Germany possesses all 
the resources of the Impenal navy yards at Kiel and 
Wilhelmshaven 

The extent of dock accommodation for large ships 
available m German ports is described as being ample, 
so that from this point of view there is no reason why 
the rate of construction for the German navy should 
not be accelerated There are four floatmg docks, 
including one with a capaaty of 35 000 tons, at Ham- 
burg, one at Bremen, and one at Stettm, all of which 
me in pnvate hands, while the naval authorities have 
two dry docks at Kiel and four at Wilhelmshaven, 
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two of which are still under construction The Stale 
of Bremen also owns a dry dock at Bremerhaven, 
which li rented by the North German Lloyd, and, 
if nece&ary, the locks of the Kiel Canal could be uti- 
lized foi» docking large ships, espeaally when the new 
and larger locks which are projected have been built 

Furthemore, we read the following telling facts 
in Apnl, 1906 — 

The action of the German Admiralty m placing 
with extreme promptitude the orders for the two new 
battlesbps to be laid down under the German pro- 
gramme of 1907 has come as something of a surprise 
to the British naval authonties The large armoured 
ships to be laid ddwn for the German Navy this year 
are three m number Two of them are described as 
battleships and the other is kno^vn as an armoured 
enuser AH three are larger than any vessels yet 
built or designed for the Bntish Navy The two 
battleships will displace 19 000 metne tons, or 18 000 
Bntish tons, apiece, 800 tons larger than the Dread- 
nought It IS understood that they will be laid down 
m the next few weeks Their armament is reported 
to be fourteen or sixteen 11 in guns of fifty cahbres, 
so mounted that they will bang to bear a broadside 
superior to that of the Dreadnought They ^vlll, it 
IS beheved, have turbine engines, though since great 
secrecy has been maintained as to their details noth- 
ing IS certainly known Their speed will probably 
be about the- same as that of the Dreadnought They 
will be completed in the summer of 1910 
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large ships, either battleships or cruisers, every year, 
and that they could deliver them within two or two 
and a half years if a continuous succession €f orders 
were assured. Herr Schichau, of Schichau’tf works^ 
at Danzig and Elbing, replied that, if necessary, he 
could comfortably " accommodate four battleships 
of 18.000 tons each upon the stocks, and could also, 
at the same tune cany on the work of fitting out two 
or three more similar vessels. Herr Schichau inforraeS 
Count Reventlow that he had already completed a 
battleship in thirty months.hut that in general he would 
prefer to receive a fresh order every half-year rather than 
reduce the present building period of thirty to thirty- 
six months, which was quite short enough. The Wescr 
ShipbuUding Company drew attention to its new yards, 
and pledged its ability to lay down two battleships 
and two ermsers simultaneously, and to complete 
them ^vithin a period of twenty-four to thirty months. In . 
addition to these private yards, Germany possesses al’ 
the resources of the Imperial navy yards at Kiel anc 
Wilhelmshaven. 

The extent of dock accommodation for large ship 
available in German ports is described as being amph 
so that from this point of view there is no reason wb. 

e rate of construction for the German navy shoul 
not be accelerated. There are four floating dock 
m u ng one \vith a capadty of 35,000 tons, at Han 
urg, one at Bremen, and one at Stettin, aU of whic 
are in private hands, whfle the naval authorities ha\ 
wo dry docks at Kiel and four at Wilhelmshave ■ 
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The new German armoured cruiser will displact 
about ig,200 tons, and will therefore be 2,000 tons 
larger than the British ships of the Invincible class, 
It IS known that she will have turbine enginfes anc 
that a speed of over twenty-five knots is es^iected 
from her. Her armament is believed to consist ol 
ten ii-in. guns mounted in the centre line, so that all 
can fire on either broadside, but some accounts repre- 
sent it as being even more powerful. Like the British*" 
Invincibles, she will be capable of destroying any 
battleship of the pre-Dreadnought era. 

In all, this summer (1907) Germany ivill have six 
monster sWps building for her Navy. These are made 
up thus ; Two battleships, believed to be oi over j 8 ,ooo 
' tons, voted in 1906 ; one armoured cruiser of 16,000 
tons, voted in 1906; two battleships of 18,700 tons, 
voted in 1907 ; one armoured cruiser of 19,200 tons, 
voted in 1907. 
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two of which are still under construction. The State 
of Bremen also oiivns a dry dock at Bremerhaven, 
wMch' A rented by the North-Germaa Lloyd, and, 
if necessary, the locks of the Kiel Canal could be uti- 
lized for docking large ships, especially when the new 
and largar locks which are projected have been built. 

FurthcTOore, we read the following telh'ng facts 
in April, 1906 ; — 

* The action of the German Admiralty in pladng 
wth extreme promptitude the orders for the two new 
battlesliips to be laid down under the German pro- 
gramme of 1907 has come as something of a surprise 
to the British naval authorities. The large armoured 
ships to be laid down for the German Navy this year 
arc three in number. Two of them are described as 
battleships and the other Is known as an armoured 
cruiser. All three are larger than any vessels yet 
built or designed for the British Navy. The two 
battleships will displace 19,000 metric tons, or 18,000 
British tons, apiece, 800 tons larger than the Dread- 
nought. It is understood that they will be laid down 
in the next few weeks. Their armament is reported 
to be fourteen or sixteen ii-in. guns of fifty calibres, 
so mounted that they %viU bring to bear a broadside 
superior to that of the Dreadnought. They will, it 
is Ixilieved, have turbine engines, though, since great 
secrecy has been maintmned as to their details, noth- 
ing is certainly known. Their speed ^vUl probably 
be about the same as that of the Dreadnought. They 
will be completed in the summer of 1910. 
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unlikely that a force of boats will be permanently 
msuntamed at Emden. The only craft to be there 
pennanently will be the necessary "mother^ ships." 
There is no doubt, however, that the new base will 
provide a useful and dangerous striking point frit Ger* 
many should she ever come into conflict wHi Great 
Britain. , 

The Express naval correspondent at Sheemess Iiad 
an interview with an officer of the Home Fleet at that 
port. "I am greatly surprised/’ he said, “that the 
move has not been made before. Emden w’ill cer- 
tainly be of much more use to Germany as a torpedo 
base than as a possible jumping olf place for an inva- 
sion which in all probability they would never risk. 
It brings their torpedo craft tvitliin eight hours of 
the English coast.” 

" Do you think the British Admiralty tvill hav”© 
to make any answer to this step ? ’’ the officer was 
asked. 

“ With the flotillas of destroyers now based here 
and at Dover,” he replied, " wc ought to be safe enough ; 
but, in my opinion, the Sliecmess flotilla spends far 
too much of its tim#* in tlx* Ghnnnr'l < '' fix' Knrth 



GERMANY'S SWELLED HEAD 


73 


Another officer whose opinion ^vas asked said — 
' We cannot overrate the effiaency of German torpedo 
vess^> If Emden is going to be a torpedo base there 
ought' to be at least thirty-six destroyers at Sheer* 
ness, ^d twelve continually at sea to prevent a sur- 
prise ” • 

Later .reports brought the following information — 
Between that port and Wilhelmshaven runs the Ems 
Jahde Canal, and whatever vessels of the size of Ger- 
man destroyers may be at the dockyard port can reach 
Emden m less than two hours, without touching the 
open sea at all The torpedo branch of the German 
navy is the most efficient department of a very effi- 
cient fleet The men who man the craft are all expert 
m their work, for they are entered into the torpedo 
scliools on joimng the navy, and never leave that 
branch until they quit the service for good The crew's 
frequently receive lectures on the defences of Bntish 
naval bases The full strength of the German navy 
m torpedo-boat destroyers is seienty-one, and as 
each ship is replaced as soon as it reaches the age 
of ^ten years, they are m all respects up to date In 
the British Navy there are still to be found several 
destroyers twelve, thirteen, and even fourteen years 
old 

At present the German vessels, of which forty three 
are m full commission, are divided between Wilhehns- 
haven, Cuxhaven (both North Sea ports), and Kiel, 
and, as it is very imjffobable that any of those now m 
commission will be reduced to the sham British stan- 
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dard of nucleus crews," the end of this year, when 
the new harbour is completed, will see at least forty 
modem and efficient German destroyers withia ^ght 
or nine hours' steaming distance of the English Coast 
As a protection against the possible attacks orsuch 
a force Great Britain mamtains m the Nojth Sea 
only twenty four fully commissioned destroyers of 
which at the present five are laid up for repair Even 
when all of them are fit for sea, they are frequently * 
hundreds of miles away m the Enghsh Channel or the 
north of Scotland Behind these ready for war craft 
a considerable force of torpedo vessels is attached to 
the Nore Division of the Home Pieet, but, as they 
are manned on the pernicious nucleus crew 5)^tein, 
they are practically neghgible for immediate fighting 
purposes Besides, they are all assembled for exer- 
cises at Torbay. 340 miles from the North Sea The 
recent developments m German naval organization 
have no other object but to threaten Great Britain's 
^premacy in those waters which the creation of the 
ome Fleet was intended to assert That fleet came 
into official existence on New Year s day So far, its 
ready for war strength in the North Sea is repre 
battleships to Germany's sixteen 
rifth Cruiser Squadron is still existent only on 
oaoer •' 


vT'’’ Wcstlathsclt! Zcittmg, 

Cm n P^n^nence .o . telegram 

thf Ka ° enouncing on information derived from 
source that the naval administration intends 
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to purchase the whole of the "Oberland” of Hehgo- 
land wth the object of fortifying the entire island 
Se%elh!i tracts have already been bought, and the 
gamson is now being reinforced by 420 men It is 
propo^d to turn the North Harbour into a torpedo 
harbo^. for the active fleet, and the harbour will be 
dcN eloped on a conespondingly large scale The 
telegram continues — ■* The present fortifications are 
*a half measure, for they are unable to offer any effective 
resistance to the heavy turret guns of hostile warships, 
whose range too, would out distance the batteries 
of the island The German people will understand 
why the plan lias now assumed definite shape and 
development Heligoland would be a plain hint to 
tlie Western Powers and an unmistakable reply to 
their recent machinations Great Britim has osten- 
tatiously increased her Home Fleet, and the new war 
liarbour at Devonport is a fresh link in the chain o! 
measures which stand m direct antithesis to the dis- 
armament proposals winch Great Britain i'' wath sus 
picious zeal espousing Let us make Heligoland a 
German Cronstadt whicli, covering the mouths of 
the IVcser and Elbe and the Kiel Canal, together witli 
the coastal defences on the mainland will form a base 
within whose sphere an enemy will not lightly dare to 
intrude ’ 

Tlie BerUrcr Neiuste Naclnch'en states that it js 
only contcmpLited to improve the fortifications at 
a cost of {fioooo The German active battle fleet, 
or North Sea Squadron, consisted, middle of May 
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1907. of the sixteen most up-to date \esscls m the 
Impend Navy, with two others in reserve at Wilhelms- 
haven It has now been decided to add two 4 )AtIe- 
sbps to the active fleet and two to the reserve, bring- 
ing the tota! up to twenty two / 

The numcricd mfenonty of the Bntish Fl^t in 
home waters, to which attention has so oft,en been 
edied of late will be greatly increased by this aug- 
mentation of the German fleet m service Tfic British * 
Channel riect. which covers the North Sea. contains 
fourteen battleslups m full commission , Germany 
wall shortly have eighteen in the same waters In 
the Home Elect at the Nore there arc six more battle- 
ships, but these, as was admitted in the House of Lords, 
are largely manned with untrained crews, and can- 
not be regarded as instantly ready for war The 
British total is therefore twenty to the Gcrmm twentj- 
two, the percentage ready for immediate hostilities 
mg respcctu cly 70 and 82 In addition, the German 
toi^do flotilla is much stronger than the Bntisli, and 
nn I e it, is alwajs m th« North Sea and ready for 
instant scrMce 


This change is tj-picd of what has been going on 
fortlispasl tlirccjears (11)04-, 907) \Vlulo tl.eBnliih 
- av Estunates ha^c been reduced by six millions 
slerlm^ the German have increased by three miUions 
Bntish arsenals and docLj-ards arc bcmgrcduccd 
neg ected, those of Gennany arc being rapidl} 
a conUnuit> of pohc> on both 
that has led to the reduction of the mmibcr of 
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British ships in full commission and an increase in the 
German. 

Gebman Navy League. 

In roany vjays even mote important than all that has 
been^ lone by the Germans in the matter of slup-build- 
ing for purposes of war, is the constantly growing 
intense interest of the German nation in those naval 
* preparations. The GennanNavy League is well known 
as the mouthpiece of the German Government. Here 
are a few facts about the activity of that League, brought 
do\vn to May, 1907 ; — 

During the last year the membership of the League 
increased from 865.000 to 906,000, whereas the British 
Navy League only numbers about 20,000 members. 

The Navy League of German Women works in co* 
operation wth the Navy League itself, and numbers 
many thousands of enthusiastic women friends of mari- 
time expansion. During the last twelve months 
nearly 2,000 public meetings were held under the aus- 
pices of the League. Six hundred thousand copies of a 
naval handbook were sold at cost price, and 500,000 
copies of a pamphlet on “ Germany’s Naval Power " 
were supplied to the branches for distribution. The 
lectures and meetings were supplemented by biograph 
productions showing pictures of the fleet at sea and 
other phases of naval life. One of the most important 
features of the work of the League was the propaganda 
conducted among school teachers and schoolbo}^ at 
State schools. Slany thousands of pamphlets and 
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leaflets were distributed to teachers, who also rcceued 
from the League s ofDcials much general information 
about the navy, in wnting t ^ 

Three hundred tcacliers from inland towns vere con 
ducted on a four da>s excursion to Hamburg and 
Kiel at the expense of the League to cnable«them to 
see the importance of Germany s mercantile^ interests 
and the size of the fleet with their own ejes Several 
excursions of schoolboy's to Kiel were also arranged 
at the expense of the League, which thus enabled 
between 2 000 and 3 000 German lads to obtain a per 
sonal interest in the Kaiser's fleet Special railway 
excursions were also run from many inland places to 
Kiel at lowpnces, to cnableGermans m general to view 
the fleet The montlily paper issued by the League 
has a circulation of 355000 These particulars prove 
clearly enough that great popular interest and enthusiasm 
exist m Germany in regard to the navy 
Count von Reventlow the well known German 
naval expert has given the Dai/> Mails Berlin coire 
spondent a statement of the reasons why limitation of 
naval armaments is rejected by the Kai*cr’s Gov cm- 
ment He proposed as an inscnption over the Confer* 
cnee Hall at the Hague, " Si vis helium, para paccm " 

( If you VYi-i:!! for war,^prcparc for peace ’) 

Count von Rev cntlowj argues that Germany must 
0 low England s pnnapic of maintaining a fleet abl>* 
not only to guard her coasts but to maintain unm 
paired the ovcr-«ea communications vital to 1 er exis 
tercc "In this region of^ national tlifcnce Lngla-tl 
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has been the world’s schoolmaster We in Germany 
confess ourselves ^vithout exception behevers in the 
English doctnne, for the soundness of which English 
history furmshes such bnlliant confirmation How far 
our teacher interprets the meamng of ‘ coast defence ’ 
IS apl^arent from her old strat^c pnnciple that in war 
one’s own lines of defence roust be laid on the enemy’s 
shores 

* " It hes, mdeed, m the incompleteness of human 
nature that Chnstian altniism has not yet become the 
common possession of the nations So must we Ger- 
mans acknowledge that we still possess enough wicked 
egoism to defend our property to the maximum of our 
strength As } et, Germany is far from having reached 
this point 

" It IS obvious that many Englishmen should wish 
to see the cost of their Navy reduced But here again 
Germans are so devoid of altnusm that they cannot 
set the desires of English taxpayers above German life 
interests I can only repeat my former proposal 
that England slacken her aimaroents until the comple- 
tion of the German naval programme m 1920, when 
both fleets will be about cquallj strong Then will 
the miUenmum be at band, and taxpayers can sacnfice 
a cock to TEsculapius " 

Gebmany in the Middle East 

The attentive reader of the preceding statements of 
fact cannot possibly think that German enterprise for 
purposes of greater national expansion is nothing more 
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Sian banks dready there The mam object of this 
bank will be to secure concessions 
" The German Orient Bank will also try to establish 
a great commercial centre at the most favourable port 
on the Persian Gulf obtaining a concession of territory 
as the site of the necessary buildings ThiswivoUd be 
the headquarters of a new Gemian hne of coasting steam 
ships to distribute to all the Persian ports the German 
exports brought to the chosen commercial centre b^ 
the Hamburg America and other German lines 
“ The steamships of the Hamburg Amenca Company 
now plying m the Persian Gulf undercut their Bntish 
competitors by charging 8s a ton of freight as compared 
with 12S a ton rate of the British ships and it is 
expected that a continuation of this policy will drive 
the Bntish flag out of the Gulf 
“ An audaaous scheme of railway construction, 
senously encroaching on Bntish nghts, completes the 
project of the German Onent Bank It is stated that 
one of these projected German railways running from 
Teheran to Bagdad would earn proflts simply by con 
vejmg the corpses of pious Persians to two holy places 
southward of Bagdad where the Pers.an Moslems desire 
to be buned Another projected railway, running from 
Bagdad eastward and then southward to the new 
German commercial centre on the Persian Gulf, would 
provide the urgently needed terminus for the Bagdad 
Railway 

The German Government recently appointed a 
new Minister to Teheran, Herr Stemnch, an expert in 
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Onental affairs, to promote German commeraal inter- 
ests in Persia One of Herr Stcranch's first acts was to 
recommend an immediate extension of German enter- 
prise ” 

CoMwcRcrAL Enterprise and Prospeiutv 

Wliat giates all these far reaching plans and prepara- 
tions e\ en more menaang. at any rate more important 
\ban they are at present, is this that Germany, at 
home, IS making such rapid strides towards an unprece- 
dented progri?=s of her national wealth and prosperity, 
tliat her o\ersea enterprises will, without doubt, easily 
find their necessary financial backing by capital m Ger- 
many For this purpose, one has only to read the 
report of Mr Consul H Hams-Gastrell on the trade of 
the Kingdom of Wurtemberg one of the South German 
States, issued in 1907 In that country practically 
c\cr>’ industry is reported to be in a highly flourishing 
condition Orders arc pounng in capital is doubling 
with unparalleled rapidity, wages arc nsuig, and there 
IS an extraordinary demand for labour Th“ Bntish 
Consul saj-s — 

''ThegencralcconomicimprovcmcntmGennany . . 
has continued steadilj, and m the latter of the two 
jears under rcnciv (1905-1906) attained a hitherto 
unprecedented height 

“There arc no signs as jet of high water markhawng 
been reached, most manufacturers having orders for 
months m adi*ancc 

“ T).'^ ivawe blvuir jaade^uate 
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to meet the increased demands, and in some trades a 
considerable number of foreign workmen have been 
obtained ( 

“ This scarcity of labour has resulted in u very general 
increase of wages which in many industnes amounts 
to more than a lo per cent nse, and also in nftny cases 
a shortemng of the working day ” , 

It IS stated that the coal consumption of the German 
Empire has nsen from i66 200 000 tons in 1904 to 
195 000,000 tons in the first eleven months of T906 
Goods traffic on the railwa}^ on rQob was double that 
of 1905 

The following table shows the amazing growth of 
German imports and eicports during the past twelve 
years — 

Imports 


1894 

, ,, £206,000.000 

1906 

£392,000 000 


Exports 

1894 

£166 000 000 

1906 

£306 000 000 


An Micreast of nearly 100 per cent in twelve^ ears 
In most trades the only subject of coraplamt is the 
scarcity of workmen The following are typical 
extracts — 

Machinery — ^Employers complam of the difficulty 
of secunng skilled techmcal labour 
Motor Industry — ^The demand (m T905-6) far 
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Brickmaking —The labour problem becomes more 
difficult every year, A large number of Italian work- 
men pre now employed 

Furnituri: — ^Manufacturers complam of the diffi- 
culty of obtaining skilled labour. 

Soot and Shoe Trade— The industry has made 
good headway The manufacturers complam of 
the difficulty m securing skilled bands 
* One of the most stnking evidences of Germany's 
amazing prosperity is given m the foUowmg remarkable 
statement of capital invested in mdustnal undertak- 
ings — 

Capital mvested m the year 1904 250,000 

M » „ 1906 £19,500,000 

An increase of nearly 75 per cent m two years. 

Imperulism . German and Bninsn 
The upshot, then, of a cool and smccre investigation 
into the state of German pobtical, naval and economic 
conditions is this that the Germans do think of 
expanding their country into an empire proper, and that 
they have all the means of doing so They have the 
money for it; they ha\c, as was shown above, the 
requisite prudence and the firm resolution to avoid 
complications on the Continent , they are fast getting 
the navy for the carr>’ing out of their impenalism Now, 
unless a person is ready to maintain that a man who is 
actually in a position which entitles him to assume that 
he can readily double lus mcorae, will yet aud m all 
cases, abstam from doing so ; unless, we say. one is 
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inclined to assert such a thing, we cannot possibly assuo e 
that the Germans wall, in the near future, abstain from 
further expansion, industrial and imperial , There 
have been smgle individuals who, hke Sylla, quietly 
withdrew into private hfe, although all the treasures of 
power and wealth were in their hands Bui* tht^ is 
in history no record of an entire nation that has ever 
done such a thing Wc have no right whatever to pre- 
sume that of the Germans On the contrary, for th^ 
reasons^ven,we are obhged to expect them to proceed 
with ever greater energy on the road to impenalism, or 
to ** world power " as they call it 
In the opinion of the present writer, the inability of 
so many thousands of Enghshmen to see aught in all 
questions of the relation of Germany to Great Bntain 
IS largely due to the ignorance in which they are about 
the real driving causes of their own of Bntish Imperial 
ism The average Bnton hves and dies in the belief 
that the great achievement that we call The British 
Empire was made chiefly by a sort of innate genius of 
the Anglo Saxon Race.' That blessed expression 
seems to account for everything It is, in fact, not too 
much to say, that forty people out of fifty, will conven* 
lently account for most things under the sun by referring 
t em either to the weather or to the Anglo-Saxon 
ace 'V et. with due deference to both of these remark- 
a e Powers, it might be urged with no mean lack of 
pro a ility, that there are quite a number of historical, 
political and other events that can be traced back to 
neither of the so called four seasons m England, nor to 
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tlie influence of the Anglo Saxon Race Bntish Im« 
penalism is one of these events It was made neither 
by meteorological, nor by racial quaUties It was 
made, because it had to be made , because Impenahsm 
was nTore necessary to the dwellers of Great Britain than 
» \va4,£itb*r the Church of England or the Temperance 
Movement 

Bntish Impenahsm began with William the Conqueror, 
•or the famous Franco Norman who succeeded the only 
one of all Enghsh Kings to engrave the date of his 
greatest battle upon the memory of every Englishman 
llus is now not too far from 850 years Impenahsm 
in this country is older than Oxford Umversity, the 
House of Commons, the Church of England, the Noncon* 
formist Churches, the English Sunday, or the English 
language At flrst that Impenahsm spent itsdf m 
France (from 1066 to 1453), and then when it was found 
out that France could not be conquered, it worked at 
the incorporation of Ireland and Scotland and when 
that was finished (1707), it went abroad and fought 
and ^v^ought together the present Bntish Empire 
The same reason that made the Enghsh of 1900 say, 
" from Cape to Cairo," made them say m 1100, " from 
the Tweed to Biamtz," or (as Biamtz did not exist 
at that time) " from Berwick to Bordeaux.' It ^vas 
always the same thmg Impenahsm is not a matter 
of choice or of ICnight errantiy, a sort of Don Quixote 
enterprise Tlus was partly taught by the late Professor 
Seeley , but qmte wrongly It was not by " absent* 
mindedness ” that the Bntish Empire was founded. 
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It was an imperative necessity that called it into exist- 
ence We venture to refer our readers to our book 
Impenahsm (1905. Hutchinson) for further de^U 
Here we speak of these things only because mc mean 
to bring out as strongly as possible the fundamental 
nature of all Impenahsm proper This nature spells 
Necessity The Romans did not build up their Empire 
because in a moment of bored leisure they said to them 
selves Life is a nmsance — ^let us go and do somethmg* 

—suppose we conquer the world 1 " They conquered 
the world because they were placed before the alternative 
of perishing at once or conquenng everything Now, 
the Germans of our days are in a similar position 
They are at present over sixty milhon people , that is, 
the German Empire already contains more European 
whites than does the Bntish Empire They are exceed* 
prosperous, and, since wealth increases the greed 
for luxunes even more rapidly than the power to mate 
money, the Gennans are daily gettmg more and more 
anxious for the possession of new fields of commeraal 
activity and power But how can they do justice to 
these immensely powerful desires of theirs unless they 
ejqiand mto a world-empire? They must become a 
world-empire or they must abdicate 

The German Abroad 

At a great number of " classes " or discussions after 
lectures and other public addresses, the author has 
remarked by various Bntish men and women, 
mat It the Gennans want to expand their commerce. 
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they can very well do so without waging varwith Eng- 
land since England docs not roll any obstacles whatever 
in the way of German immigration into Bntish Colomes 
Tlus IS as yet perfectly true Germans may at present 
lea\ c flieir Fatherland, repair to, sa.y Australia, and there 
■ y^labl ish #.iny business of their own under conditions 
and circumstances identical with those applying to an 
Englishman No discrimination is made against them 
They may buy land open shop, trade import or export, 
teach perform — m short, do anything they please, 
Mthout anybody forcing them to become Bntish ati- 
zens, or laying upon them any burden heavier than that 
laid upon Bntish atizens 

All this IS quite true , and il the Germans were still 
where they used to be mthe first half of the nineteenth 
century , if their Falherlajid was still a geographical 
expression rather than a high-strung national State, 
then, and then alone, we might very well expect them 
to emigrate without much hcaxtbtiming or patnotic 
compunction However, this has long since ceased to 
be the case. Germany is no longer a geographical 
or purely literary expression It is an intensely devdoped 
national pohty , a nation instinct tvith all the powers, 
pndc, and passion of the older nations, sucli as the 
Bntish and the Frcncli Thousands of Batons could 
find comfortable bectlis in countnes other than such as 
belong to Uic Bntish Empire , say in Russia, Hungary, 
Italy or Austnx Yet few of them, avail themselves of 
the opporturuty, simply because they do not care to hve 
in a country not their own And if any Bntish jouma- 
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list or statesman should publicly preach emigration of 
Bntons to non British countries, he would be regarded 
as an enemy of England It is even so in modem Ger* 
many They do not want to lose hundreds of thousands 
of their compatriots to Amenca or to the British Etapire 
They want to keep them They want to talk Gerpaas 
to make Deutschthum and Deutschland one and the same 
thing If, therefore, anybody should counsel them 
to unburden themselves or the surplus of their teem^ 
mg population in Austraha or South Afnca, they would 
consider such a suggestion as a malignant one, as a 
personal insult Can we wonder at that ^ 

Is it not quite natural that a nation that has by hard* 
won victories finally reahzed its secular dream of pohti 
cal unity does not feel mcbned to encourage emigre 
tion mto foreign countnes> The German, as is uelJ 
known, easily assimilates himself to new and stronger 
nationalities During a five years’ stay in the United 
tates, we have never seen a German who had remamed 
German m his mode of thinking and feeling One of 
them. Judge Stallo, said he did , but he did not We 
wnvinced ourselves of that by personal intercourse 

e Canadian French still retain their fine language of 
the times of Louis XIV , the Germans m the States 

P t e idiom of their ongmal home in less than one 
generation 

There is, be it remarked m passing, a peculiar reason 
or at No ordinary German, whose parents were 
faiir provinaal to^vns in the country, 

high ” or book German They all talk a clia- 
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lect, and Germany bristles xcith an incredible number 
of dialects, jargons, inodes of pronunciaGon, and so on. 
To any one well acquainted ^th German, it is the easiest 
thing in the world to tell the sodal status of any given 
GennJa man or woman by the language he or she uses, 
«iaadp7nore*espedally by his or herpmn nnrfafto n. Now, 
the majofity of German-Americans are the children of 
very humble German folk. Learning German from 
parents, they can talk, only such German as their 


parents gave them, that is. peasant German. Rather 
than reveal, by their prontmdafa'on, that they come 
rom peasant stock, the German-Americans pretend not 
aw German at aH, and e\’en wGlmgly forget their 
. as they call it. In any case, the Germans 

in the States, as e^tiywhere else, become first obhvuous 
0 , then indiSereat to, their ordinal language, and so 
0 thousands c{ mental moods and atGtudes ingrained 
la language. Th^’ de-Germanire themselves. This 
K bat too well kncnm to the people of Germany They 
®nSi^tion mere than any thing cLe. It insti- 


tutes to them 


a caticaal dang?rv 2 loss in humans 


Nation of ti 


ay carious instance of this facile de-Germaci- 


Gennaas occurred a few years ago ^ 
“~^«many hersell When for purposes of 

a great number of Polish faimhes were tr^ 
pisiited from Prussian Poland to Westphal^ ' 

* s pa.'sly German popalatioa, it was soon 


many a German peasant, under 


ec: 
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not adopt this method of settling the whole business, 
one cannot really quite see It would be so nice of 
them However, they do not adopt it T}ie wide 
and spacious German women \vill persist in bringing 
forth such a number of young Teutons that m the 
last forty years they have outdistanced France?*^** 
over twenty milhon people In fifty years /rom now 
the Geimans will certainly be a matter of far over 
100,000 000 people m the German Empire alone* 
From the Kaiser downwards, they have all numerous 
families The fact is that the Germans have quite 
appropriated the great lesson about the connection 
between Imperialism and children They know that 
a nation which has reached a certam number must 
irretrievably grow Imperialist, or otherwise— Mai- 
thusianise herself We take the liberty of here quoting 
part of an article which we pubbshed in the Daily 
Express of April i8, 1907, and m which we gave a 
risumi of some of the ideas of our book on Imperiahsm 
(1905) We said — 

It IS well known that millions of modern men 
and women are, as they think, * dead against all 
Imperialism ' It is to these and their friends that I 
should like to submit some human remarks on the 
relation of Imperialism and children For this pur- 
pose, we shall shortly regard the modem history of 
France. Repeatedly the French, or rather their 
rulers, attempted to widen the territory of France in 
Europe, that is, to found a French Empire 

The last attempt, clearly prepared by the Re- 
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publicans of the great Revolution (178^1799), was 
realized, for a time, by Napoleon I. He imperialized 
many a country round France. However, the French 
nation, more especially the French women, hated 
Napoleon's imperial ideas. Those women, all-power- 
JnUn France, sapped and sapped the popularity of 
Napolcor^ whom they called the man-eater. 

“ ^Vhcn, therefore, Napoleon lost a battle or two 
In 1813 and 1814, the French, instead of rallying round 
their great Imperial leader, as the Spanish had done 
round Palafox, Castanos, or Cuesta, for over seven 
years, at once cooled off, and Napoleon went first to 
Elba and .then to St. Helena. The French had missed 
their chance 0! making an empire. 

" Napoleon, the greatest political thinker of modem 
limes, had clearly seen that the French, already in 
his time the most populous nation in Europe (even 
Russia was then less populous), imperatively needed 
more elbow-room for — children. Unless the French, 
Napoleon thought, get greater chances for human 
expansion, they will cither emigrate, or — they will, 
given their national and secular passion for thnft, 
cease having children. This is precisely what happened. 
The very reason that made French women hate 
Napoleon, namely, that he sent so many Frenchmen 
out of France, makes them hate their large colonies. 
Madame docs not want to leave France; and what 
iladame dislikes, the gods, being French and polite, 
do not approve of either. Hence, one thing alone 
remained. * Let us adopt,' the madames sdd, * the 
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system of that amiable English clergyman, Malthos, 
and have as few children as possible ’ This they have 
sedulously done ever since with this mterestini; result, 
that France, m 1815 more, much more populous than 
Germany, is now 22,000,000 less populous than the 
empire of WiUiam 11 , although the areas df the -tsKa- 
countnes are practically the same 0 

“ The human note, thus, comes to this . Napoleon’s 
Imperialism, fiercely attacked by French and non' 
French Sociahsts, pactfisUs, 'humanists,' positivists, 
anarchists, women, and professors of history , Napoleon's 
Impenahsra cost the French some two milhon men, it 
IS said I know that this figure cannot be positively 
proved But I accept it Napoleon killed two 
million men for Imperial purposes The Germans, 
too, lost a similar number Well, may I learn, who 
killed the twenty two million French now missing? 
One wonders . , . 

‘ Kill the Imperial sentiment, and you kill millions 
of babes Kill the Imperial sentiment loosen the 
Imperial ties , try to manoeuvre out of it, to make silly 
compromises, or to dupe it somehow or other, and in 
the end you will have manoeuvred your nation out of 
children, and duped your honour out of all shape ” 
The Bntish reader — ^who is, we are afraid, too much 
given to a minimizing of any danger of invasion of or 
war wth Great Britain — ought to ponder the preceding 
reflections with great care The question really comes 
to this What can the Germans do but expand ? 
And since they cannot possibly expand on the Continent, 
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th'-v most cecefe.arilj esirand bv sea power, which 
iDe%ntably means conflict with The Sea Power of the 
world— with Great Bntain Th‘=“ one way oat of the 
difficuH’f would b" th^ artifiaal rcatnction of the 
fast-gr«\’^ng population of Germany This th** Ger 
mans do cat want to re^rt to . and surely no Bnton 
can in common decency, advi_e o’* force them to do 
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between Rome and Carthage, between the Greek 
and the Roman Catholic Churcli , betw cen England 
and France in the Middle Ages and np to Waterloo 
between the North and the South of the United States 
and between many a minor set of nations *It bis 
nothing to do with personal likes or dislikes, with 
the sayings of the Press with dynastic differences, 
or with racial views It is in the nature* of things 
It IS like the conflict between day and night bctwcoa 
winter and summer, or between jouth and old age 
It can be staved off for a tune , it can never be av'crted 
altogether In the present work it is our object to 
make this as clear and convincing as possible For it 
needs a lot of convincing in this country In Germanj 
ev^ry single person is and has long since been suffiaently 
convinced. 

In Germany every able bodied man is a soldier 
Together with his education as an efliaent unit for mill 
tary purposes he is taught a htUe lu^torj and the great 
spmt of an aggressive and growing nation is infused 
into lum In a country where practically cvcr> one 
man is or has been a tidier, the necessities of war arc 
amongst the A B C of things thej arc Ijiown to c\c^ 
bodi There is not a grown person m Germanj but 
knowb tliat just as he mdinduall) lias to obc> his 
miUtarj supenor in orilcr to Leep the uliolc ol IL- 
Gttman amij in sound (oim men so nil oitr Furope 
cadi nation lias to obej her supenor that n. the com 
mands ol European balance of por cr 

We do not ignore that man> an Ergblhman fo-dl; 
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imagines that Soaahsm in Germany is a disruptive 
force, or one that ivUl impede or incapacitate Germany 
in any attempt at making political moves of European 
grandeur No greater illusion can possibly be indulged 
in Sociahsm in Germany, as eveiyivhere else on 
the Continent, except France, is a purely theoretic 
force It*yields to the first onslaught of any one of 
the old histoncal and real forces on the Continent 
Witness the signal defeat of Sociahsm in the recent 
(1907) elections in Gennany, when the Kaiser and 
his councillors advanced the real forces of their political 
army Soaahsm in Germany js pobtically not a party 
based on histone realities, but only a manoeuvre based 
on abstract ideas of a certain school of economists 
Now, if there is one thmg more certain than another, 
it IS this abstract theories cannot, in the long nm, 
undo histone and practical forces 
In England, these two hundred years, there have been 
any number of " parties " teaching abstract novelties, . 
such as Theism, Atheism, Positivism, and so on They 
have never been able to cope with the histone and 
practical force called the Anglican Church It is even 
so ivith j Soaahsm in Germany It is abstract It 
was called into existence by two scholars, by Karl JIarx 
and_Ferdmand Lassalle The very fact that both were 
onginally of Jewish extraction, that is, that neither 
had had a share m the real hfe of the histone forces of 
Germany, shows that Soaahsm is bom of abstract 
ideas It can cause, and it has caused much disturb- 
ance and discussion , it cannot build up or destroy 
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Germany Bismarck faitlifuUy continuing the tradi 
tions of the old and lustonc class of Jwihcr, or countrj 
squires to which he belonged , Bismarck, we saj , 
did build up the imity of Germany, and Lassallc failed 
A nation is not a piece of mineral on and with’ wluch 
one can make any experiment one chooses** A nation 
IS something organic and refuses to be landled by 
abstract and mechanical measures They, therefore, 
who mdulge in any thought of Germany being senousl^ 
cnppled or thwarted by her Socialists are hving m a 
fool s paradise Has not Bebcl, the acknowledged 
leader of the German Soaahsts, repeatedly declared 
that his party does not believe in disarmament, m *et« 
tling all international disputes by the Hague Tnbunal, 
and also that he and lus will unhesitatingly take up 
arms m defence of Germany, or in any cause mvolmg 
the honour and greatness of the Fatherland? Bebcl 
has dra\vn upon himself the sc\crc stncturcs of M 
Her\ d, the anti mihtanst leader of the French Soaahsts, 
but he did not mind that \cry much 
Germany has parties — c\cn a peace party How- 
c\ or, those parties are like mere shadows, as compared 
wnth the real power in Gennanj — the State, if, 
pnnapally Prussia The a\erage Englishman lias 
not the least idea of the extent to which, in Germany, 
the influence and interfcrcnos of the State has prac- 
tically nulhfied all other actiMties in the public or 
pohtical life of the German nation The nearest example 
in England to that effect an* the great banks m Eng- 
land A bank such as the London and South Weslcm 
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Banl'., or the London and County Bank, may have and 
does have more than a hundred branch offices each , 
but ev^body knows that aU the business o£ those 
banks IS decided and managed at headquarters The 
local managers have no power worth speaking of It 
IS all done at the central office This is what happens 
in Gcimahy with the whole pubhc and pohtical life 
of Prussia or Bavana severally In such a country, 
as one may readily gather, pohtical parties have very 
little to say , and Government always finds means to 
play out any party by dexterous dectioneenng moves 
Under these conditions the SoaaUsts in Germany any- 
how hateful to Government, can be and have actually 
been played out by adroit managing of the elections 
The Soaahsts, then, have no power to stop or retard 
the aggressiveness of the German State 
Other extreme lovers of peace m this country indulge 
in another set of day dreams They tlunk, and even 
say in pubhc, that the Gennans do not in the least 
mean to be aggressive to Great Britam, and that the 
war fleet they are budding is merely a defensive fleet, 
that IS to say. one for the legitimate defence of the 
groiving and considerable mantime interests of the 
Germans Now, as half truths are, as a rule, more 
dangerous than a full fledged untruth it may be said 
that the foregoing statement is one of pemiaous half- 
truth Nobody means to deny that the mantime 
commerce and the oversea interests of the Germans 
ha\e in the last thirty years been mcreasmg at a very 
rapid rate Nobody, therefore, can deny tlie Germans 
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German army, and even very much more so The 
German army is checkmated to a la^c extent by a 
possiblo^coahUon of the rest of the Continental armies 
The German fleet is not thwarted by such a coalition of 
sea Powers 

As the reader may sec, it is here contended that the 
ultimate and even the proximate intention underlying 
all the moies of the German Empire and the Kaiser 

quite patent There is no doubt about it It is, 
of course true that if one tncs to read the real mind 
of the Germans from hundreds of occasional or chance 
remarks, articles, oc other utterances of theirs then 
indeed the task of making a concordance of the bcnildcr* 
mg and contradictory statements of the German Press 
— ofScial and non ofliaal—bccomes o^cnvhel^ung 
Houcicr, in a problem as great os is the near conflict 
between Gcrmm> and England it docs not matter 
verj’ much what this paper or that statesman «aj-5 or 
docs not Say ^^^lllam PiU, shortly before the out- 
break of the endless wars with France from 1792 to 1815, 
publicly declared that Europe was going to ba\e a 
period of complete peace lasting at least fifteen years 
If one now reads the Ttfres or the Globe of a hundred 
years ago, one is amazed beyond words at the profound 
Ignorance in which the writers of thc«c papers were 
with regard to the near future of Napoleon or the 
Continent The German question 15 bl e oil great 
questions, almost independent of this or the other chance 
thing or event In European history there always 
have been currents of cvcnt«, pKt as m Uic <ca tlierc 
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the nght of seeing to the protection of their \ ast trade 
by means of a big fleet of men of-war Yet it is equally 
true that the idea that the principal object of Jhe Ger- 
man fleet IS defensive and not aggressive is thoroughly 
and hopelessly ^vrong and absurd 
A merely defensive army is a military nonentity 
The British naval victories were all won* hundreds 
and thousands of miles away from England — at 
Copenhagen, at Cape St Vincent, at Lagos, Trafal 
gar, Abukir Bay, etc That means, the Enghsh did 
not think of matters naval what now so many 
British think of matters mihlary They always be- 
lieved in offensive warfare , they attacked the enemy 
outside the Enghsh Channel or the German Sea— in 
the Atlantic, in the Mediterranean, and elsewhere. 
They were, in order to be efliaently defensive, in the 
first place effectively offensive This is an old, old 
prmciple of all warfare, and of all the nations, the 
Germans are fully and clearly aware of it They do 
not for a moment beheve that their fleet is meant only 
for purely defensive purposes. They know that such a 
statement is absurd and impossible They know that 
to be really able to defend the German trade an3^vbere, 
they must be in a position to attack any one of thdr 
rivals or enemies in any sea If, therefore, the German 
fleet IS said to be one for defensive purposes only, it 
IS, when uttered by Gennans, a downright hj’pocrisy , 
when by British persons an unimtigated folly The 
German fleet can have and has only one possible aim — 
that of attack, of offensive ivarfare, just as has the 
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German army, and c\en very much more so The 
German army is checkmated to a lar^c extent by a 
possible^coaUtion of the rest of the Continental armies 
The German fleet is not thwarted by sucli a coalition of 
sca*Powers 

As the reader may see, it is here contended that the 
ultimate and even the proximate intention underljnng 
all the moves of the German Empire and the Kaiser 
fs quite patent There is no doubt about it It is, 
of course, true that if one tries to rend the real mind 
of the Germans from hundreds of occasional or chance 
remarks, articles, or other utterances of theirs, then 
indeed the task of making a concordance of thebcmldcr- 
ing and contradictory statements of the German Press 
— official and non official — becomes oicnshelming 
However, in a problem as great as is the near conflict 
between Germany and England, it docs not matter 
%crj much what tlus paper or that •statesman saj-s or 
doK not say WilUam Pitt, shoill} before the out- 
break of the endless wars witliErancc from 1792 101815, 
publicly declared that Europe was going to haie a 
period of complete peace lasting at least fifteen jeapj 
If one now reads the Ttmes or the Globe of a hundred 
j-cars ago, one is amazcil bejond words at the profound 
ignorance m wluch the writers of these papers were 
with regard to the near future of Napo’con or the 
Continent The German question is, hi e all great 
questions, almo't independent of this or the other chance 
thing or e\ent In European historj tlarc alwap 
ha\i. been currents of caent®, just as in the sea there 
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are currents of water And, just as no whale or shark 
can stem or alter the gulf stream, even so no ruler or 
diplomatist can deflect certain histone currents in 
Europe To this as to a very important element of 
our study of the German question, we shall soon return 

British Myopia. 

At present we want to dwell a little upon the effect 
of the opposite view We mean the view that tht 
German question is not clear at ail , that we cannot 
as yet know what the Germans are after, and that 
the conflicting evidence to be gathered from an obser- 
N ation of the Germans is not sufficient to give us the 
desired clearness Such vieivs are spread even by 
papers of otherwise great value It is precisely this 
view, which we combat, that has only lately (May so) 
been put forward m an able leader m the Moniuii 
Post We consider it our duty to show the made 
quacy of such views For this purpose we here append 
the leader in iolo It says — 

" The business of a statesman, said Bismarck a good 
many years ago is to see things as they are Wliat is the 
statesman’s business is also the business of every citizen 
m so far as he concerns himself ivith his country's affairs 
or with its relations with other countnes We all want 
to see things as they are Yet it is not always easy 
\Vliat, for instance, is at present the idea and the feehng 
of the majority of Gennans on the subject of this country 
and of Bntish policy ? If we were to be guided m our 
judgment by what we read in some of the German 
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^ > newspapers, we might imagine that the Gennans were 
all filled with apprehensions of some dire design supposed 
to be chenshed in this country against the welfare, 
the expansion, or even the peace of Germany As no 
EngCshraan is aware of any such design , indeed, as 
all of us Imow that no such design exists, there would' 
be a ten^tation to suppose the population of Germany 
aOhcted with some mental disease or mth one of those 
* extraordinary delusions of which a once much read 
writer wrote a history But those who have in late years 
travelled m Germany and mixed with the people in that 
country have discovered that among the educated 
class there the representative character of the news 
papers ,is demed, and it is asserted that the articles 
« unfriendly to England are not the expression of the 
popular feehng, or, at any rate, are not to be taken too 
senously Between those papers which make it their 
business to preach down England and those cultivated 
Germans who denounce these newspapers it is hard 
to get at the facts and see things as they are The 
Germans outside of Germany, the travelled Germans, 
are not anti Bntish They generally know something 
of England and the English But they are not always 
listened to with respect by the Germans at home, at 
any rate not by all the newspaper \vnters It is to be 
hoped that there will shortly be a change of fashion m 
Germany, and that the habit of discussing the imagined 
deep-laid plots of England will die out Jleantime it may 
help towards the clear vie^v which is so desirable, to 
consider some of the undoubted facts about the German 
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Empire which lire apt to be foigotten, not only here, but 
there 

" Germany has for a whole generation been enjoying 
steady and increasing prosperity None of the great 
States of Europe has so much to show m the way of 
matenal progress Most of the large towns have been 
within the last twenty five years so transformed as to 
seem to have been almost entirely re built The standard 
of comfort, and even of luxury, attained is beyond the 
dreams ofthe last generation Manufacture, trade, and 
commerce have flourished exceedingly The whole coun- 
try bears on its face the marks of accumulating wealth 
For education of all sorts and for the advancement and 
diffusion of knowledge provision is made on an ampler 
scale than in any other country of Europe These 
great advances have followed close upon and seemed to 
be the consequences of the great struggles whicli led to 
the foundation of the new Empire as the form and symbol 
of national unity Accordingly the national self con- 
sciousness has been exalted, and Germans to day take a 
legitimate pride m their country The Army is con- 
sidered, probably rightly, to be the best organized and 
best trained in the world and the Navy has for a whole 
generation worked hard to make itself the Army’s 
counterpart Germany's influence makes itself felt 
far and wde. not merely in Europe These are some 
of the marks of greatness in a nation The nation 
that IS so well situated in regard to its anungements 
for defence, for education, and for trade, and of which 
prospenty ts so rufoariaWb, can iianiiy hsvo guenJ 
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reason to be excessively timid or anxious as to the 
future 

" Yet there are a number of ^v^tefs in Germany 
who seem to spend their time looking abroad for 
possible troubles, and for se\eral years past they 
have represented England as the most probable 
source of danger to Germany If these writers had 
all been silent it is quite possible that traders and 
manufacturers in England and m Germany would 
have been conscious of a certain rivalry Mr Haldane, 
in a speech the other day, spoke of the legitimate 
antagomsm of trade competition * But it is by no 
means clear that this antagonism need have a national 
or international aspect Two spinners m Bolton are 
much keener rivals one of the other than either of them 
of any German competitor, and yet they can manage to 
live together in the same town without quaneUing It 
would not be easy to find a British trader or raanufucturer 
who WTiuld wish this country to pick a quarrel wth 
Germany Some of them would be glad to be helped 
against German competition by a protective tariff, but 
they would not on that account wish the two nations 
to enter into the extreme competition of a war Jloreover, 
men of business best reahze that the best customers are 
rich industrious nations and that Germany and England 
with or wthout tariffs on one side or on both are 
necessarily bound to have very large commercial deahngs 
with one another Apart from manufacture and trade 
where the two nations arc competitors but not necessarily 
unfnendly competitors, what are the interests of the two 
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nations which clash? We have never been able to discover 
them There is no rational cause for a quarrel between 
England and Germany, and if a quarrel arises it must 
be due to some wrong, mahce, or misunderstanding 
These things it is not always possible to prevent They 
ought not to anse, and it is the duty of each nation and 
of each Government to avoid being the authcfe" of any 
such occasion of dispute, and of course, also to be strong 
enough in case of a gratuitous quarrel thrust upon it to 
defend itself 

" The latest misunderstanding, if it is a misunder- 
standing, seems to be due to the fact that King Edward, 
like the German Emperor, occasionally travels to visit 
the Sovereigns of other countries, and that these visits, 
on the whole, have contnbuted towards clpser rdations 
between Great Britain and the other countries The 
wider the circle of these Internationa] courtesies and 
kmdnesses extends, the more hkely is the preserva- 
tion of peace That this view should not commend 
Itself to some of the German critics is lemarkable 
seemg that Germany's great achievement i5 held to 
have been the preservation of the peace of Europe by 
a senes of alliances The close understandings first 
between the three Emperors and afterwards between 
Germany, Austria, and Italy, are held by German 
statesmen to have been the foundations of a European 
eqmhbnum that has lasted some thirty years A 
close understanding between England and France, 
between England and Italy, and between England 
and any other Great Power is not hkeli to aim at any 



GtRAIANY'S SWELLED HEAD 


109 


disturbance of the sialtis quo or at an> attack on otlier 
Powers If, therefore, there are alarms m Germany, 
the observer ^\Ilo wishes to see things as they are must 
infer t\iat they are of purely German ongm, and are 
not attnbutablc to any action that has taken place 
outside tfiat countrj Tlie problem which the observer 
has to sd\ e is to account for this spontaneous generation 
of beat in a body politic having so many of the elements 
• of health and strength as the German Empire ” 

The writer of the preceding article is quite nght in 
Ins mam contention, to the effect that, unless we can 
see things as they are, all our efforts to construe anght 
the political situation will be abortive The present 
work IS only an attempt to see things as they are, 
and as they will be on the basis of what they are at 
present (1907) In using the word ''things,” wo 
mean to distinguisii things from persons In all pohtics, 
persons are of great importance , but m some ques- 
tions of great or international politics, single persons 
are not all decisive 

This IS where the ordmarj diplomatist or statesman 
makes his gravest errors For instance, a given 
ambassador of Great Bntam at the Court of Berlm is, 
by the very nature of his office, thrown in daily contact 
with the Kaiser, his Slinisters, his other officials, and 
the various persons moving on the pohtical stage of 
Berlin These he, the ambassador, may and frequently 
docs know very well Seeing that these persons appar- 
ently do the whole of German policy, or that all the acts 
and documents commg offiaallj from Germany may, at 
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least outwardly, be traced to the activity or influence 
of these persons — the ambassador, not unnaturally, 
believes that they are the true ongmators and, as it 
were, the causes of all those documents and acts And 
since the ambassador knows each of them intimStely, 
he readily persuades himself that he has a real ins^ht 
into their characters and minds, and thus alsd into the 
real causes of German p>obcy However, m thinking so, 
that ambassador frequently, and m great mteniational* 
questions always commits a fatal error. 

The ultimate and true cause of events and measures 
m German policy is not exclusively m the characters 
and minds of a number of official persons in Berhn 
In such great questions there are impersonal causes 
dnvmg on both the non officials and the officials 
To these great questions belongs, in the first place, the 
conflict between Germany and Great Bntam It is a 
conflict based on facts and tendenaes independent of 
the will or beUef of this or that mdividual man It is in 
the very nature of things If, therefore, wecontmueto 
consult the sayings or domgs of German official persons 
only, or, for the matter of that, of Bntish offiaaJs o^y, 
we are not likely at all to get at the root and dnvmg 
cause of the whole question Those sayings and domgs 
may very well be contradictory, and are mostly _rms- 
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politics? ^Ye mean the fact that m all international 
matters the nations of Europe stand to one another 
nearly ahvaj’s in a “ state of nature " Thej. recognize 
hut toft frequently nothing but the law of Might, or 
the lau of the stronger fist Hout\cr poUshed, “ civil- 
ized,” or educated ” the nations of Europe may be 
inside thipr respective boundaries and tou'ards members 
of their own country', it is histoncally certain that in 
«lU verj’ serious international questions they have 
almost mvanably helmed hke egoistic sa\agcs One 
nation, in these matters, is as bad as another Under 
these circumstances, uc cannot allow ourselves to slip 
into the convenient behef that there will be no con- 
flict with Germany, because this or that German mimster 
or chancellor is ” such a nice fellow ” So he may 
be — in private hfo As soon as he enters on hie inter- 
national, he is at once *' m a state of nature *' From 
a German filled with the humanitarian idc*il:> of Lessing, 
SchiUcr, and Goethe, he becomes forthwith a human 
animal As sucli he obc>'s only the instincts of his 
uncontrolled nature, and all tint be ashs of his cultured 
rntdiect is to serve him with spcaous c.\cuses for lus 
anunal instincts Tins, the good intellect (read : 
hwjers, statesmen, joumahsls) alwaj's furnishes lum 
with 

Undoubledlj the Gciroans will in case of actual 
conflict, declare tliat thej have been ‘‘outraged,*’ 
“bullied,** or ‘‘deceived** into it b^ the ‘ perfidious 
Bntish ” goes snthout «ajirig Die Englisfi 

liavx alwa5’s been '* perfidious ** Dicj won the battles 
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of Cr6cy Poitiers, Agmcourt, the victory over the 
Armada, the battles of Naseby, the Boyne nver. Cape 
La Hougiie, Blenheim, Malplaquet, Quebec, Plassey, 
Wandewash, St Vincent Camperdo\vn, the Nile and 
Trafalgar — all by ' perfid} ’ They made The Parha- 
jnent — by ' perfidy * They persuaded Shakespeare 
to pose as the author of HamlelQ.nd a few oth|r dramas, 
not unknown to fame written by some other person, 
probably a Prussian — ^by " perfidy ” It has long beerb 
proved It cannot be doubted In fact, all great 
States are perfidious and all small ones are painfully 
honest The Prussians, of wliom Pnnee Bismarck 
himself said that they “ made no monl conquests,” 
the Prussians are God fearing goodies, or what our girls 
would call "such dears” 

If the thing was not so tembly senous, it would 
be kiUingly funny The average man invanably 
takes the symptom for the cause, the person for the 
thing, the skin for the bone, and the occasion for the 
motive In the present case wc venture to submit 
that the matter is so grave that it ought, for once, 
to persuade even the average^ man of this country to 
pierce the shell of things, and to grasp the core thereof 
We said abo\ e that m all European lustory there are 
currents, " streams ” of events which cannot be 
unmade by the influence of any individual or any set of 
indmduals One of Uiese maehirovis is the antagonism 
between Germany and Great Bntam This, and this 
alone, is the truth AH diplomatic madents, such as 
messages, speeches, press articles, conventions, meetings. 
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banquets, w ires, and wreless reports, are mere externals 
Thej. cannot alter the stream They may retard it , 
they may discolour it They iviU never deflect it 

FoRE'yARNED IS FOREARMED 

WTiat, then, is the only thing to be done ? Evi 
dently onli one thing prepare for the conflict The 
Germans have learnt this lesson thoroughly They 
are, as a nation and as individuals, preparing them* 
selves carefully Their “ Navy League ” numbers 
dose on a million members The British Navj League 
does not exceed 20,000 In Germany every able- 
bodied person is a soldier, filled with the great mibtary 
spirit — the spmt that made old Blflcher say to a totter 
mg Prussian regiment m battle “ Ye scoundrels, 
do jou then nant to live for ever ^ " The spmt that 
prompts every German to tbini. that if he were not 
ready to die for his country, what on earth is he living 
for ? The spmt that shrinks from no sacnfice, from 
no self denial, from no hardship of disaplme The 
spmt that IS aware that to speak constantly of the 
rights of citirenship is only half the thing , the more 
important part is to think of the duties of citizenship 
The spmt that fills a man with the true sense of 
immortalit},that is, wth the feeling that he has obliga- 
tions not only towards his contemporary fellow atizens, 
but ako to those that will be his fellow atueus m the 
generation to come 

This spmt IS strength, great strength. It is this 
spmt that has made cur incomparable Europe, as 
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thousands of years ago it raised the Greeks Jews 
and Romans above all the other nations of the world 
That spirit can be combated onl5 by a hke spirit Num 
bers will not do Spirit is vanquished by spiAt alone 
The two power standard is a mere snare It* is the 
view of a grocer or a haberdasher No\V a grocer 
or haberdasher is a very valuable member (Sf the com 
munity m his way and the social displacement from 
which he suffers in this country is most unjustified 
and absurd But his views on international questions 
are somewhat narrow He is apt to assume that 
if a man with £ioo m his till has more business power 
than the man with onlyjfso m his box even so a nation 
wth two ships against one of its enemy has the greater 
military power of the two Nothing can be more 
misleading England beat Spain although the Amiada 
consisted of very many more lessels than were then in 
the possession of the Enghsh- The French beat all 
the European anmes including Bntish corps too from 
1792 to 1813 The Japanese beat bulky Russia 
and the Boers held out dose on three years against 
overwhelming odds History is full of such examples 
and if people only cared to study it they would find 
that all history is one of nunonties Look at a map of 
Europe Russia is by far the largest femtory has 
she e\ er been the most important > England looks 
tiny enough on the map as against ScanclmaMa Trance 
Spain Germany Austria Hungary Russia has she 
not in the last two htmdred jears plajed first fiddle 
at mom than, qqa csvtviiL irx di 
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To \\ejgh probable success by numbers, to leave 
out the immense le\ era^ of spint, is not only ndiculous, 
but most dangerous too Even m business any 
observer who cares to study the question will find that, 
as a rule, he who begins on nothing, or wth no capital 
to speak oj % ery frequently beats the heir or successor 
who commenced business with an established house 
and much capital The former, the successful business 
man who had nothmg at the start, had the nght spirit , 
the other had not The spint, the great spirit is, 
v-e repeat it, the great winner of battles There is no 
doubt whatever that the Germans at present are bnmful 
with that spint They overdo it, no doubt they 
are positively swelled headed , they suffer from mega 
lomama Yet the very exaggeration of the thing 
proves tliat the thing itsdf is there And since such 
a spint can be combated only by a like spint, the 
question, the great and ominous question, anses— 
whether this country has the same spint Whether 
Great Bntain and her people are animated by the same 
consciousness of the cntical situation of all Europe, 
which the Germans are clearly aware of Whether 
the average Bnton feels that Europe has come to a 
penod of far reaching decisions Whether he has any 
idea at all that Europe, instead of having been all 
during the last century a compheated game of chess 
between six Great Powers, has now been reduced to 
a simple duel between two Great Powers only Whether 
he can really grasp all that this undemablefactimpLes 
VrnifftiCT ^ •witon 'itircfc \ti ivhs'b 
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lumself out of the slumber of self complacency, and 
face the stem tasks imposed ujion him by history, wth 
a manly courage , 

A Bnton of to day is not the son of his parents only 
Two thousand years of history weigh, upon him Two 
thousand years of struggle work, and ex^raordmary 
efforts — mental moral, and material — have laid upon 
him an immense responsibility He is not a gentle 
man of independent means, he is a depositary 
must not think — and woe to him and his nation if he 
does so think-~that he can draw on his means given 
him by sixty generations of heroes and workers, freely 
and ai hb He is a depositary , he will have to account 
for his means to the next generation, and unless he 
be more careful than he is, to himself too Otherwise 
It will happen to him, what always happens to faithless 
depositaries He will lose his honour, together with 
his means Again we ask, are we entitled to say ihat 
the average man in this country is fully conscious of all 
these momentous truths ? 

To say with childish self complacency, " Our fleet 
cannot be beaten" is too dangerous for words In 
history the Impossible alone is impossible II 
fatii jamais dire, jamats, as Pnnce Mettemich used to 
say If indeed, a nation, well protected by Nature, 
trained through secular practice and tradition is in 
actual possession of a great naval force , and tf such 
a nation continues to do everythmg to keep up her 
great efficiency , then, and only then, that nation may 
vcith fail pTobahihty assume tiiat it cannot easily he 
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beaten But this constant preparation requires t^vo 
things before anything else First, the right spint 
in the whole nation , and then, in addition to daily 
practice* m the art of war, a \ cry careful study of na%al 
warfare in the past 

The spirit , the spint — there is the whole matter 
The spint’’bf earnestness, of real senousness The Bri- 
tish are grav e enough , arc they also sufBaently sen- 
«us ? Arc they anxious concerning the vast problems 
still to bo soU cd by them > They devote milhons m 
money and bilhons m words, wntten and spoken, to 
the problem of the alleged mtempenmee of the Bntish 
nation Do they demote adequate attention to the 
political intemperance of their great nvals, the Ger- 
mans? The very people m Great Bntain who go 
about preaching, wnling, Icctunng, collecting money, 
etc , etc , to combat the supposed intemperance of the 
Bntish nation— that can be easily proved to dnok 
less than one-third of the quantity of wine, beer, or 
liqueurs consumed either in France, Germany, or Aus- 
tna Hungary — the very people, we say, go about 
preaching, lectunng, and wnling on the moderation 
and fnendhness of a nation that thinks of nothing, 
and can think of nothmg dsc than the destruction of 
Bntish supremacy on sea 

Wlio does not know that the numerous good) -goody 
“ pcace-at-all pnee ” people, who pubhd) declare that 
Germany docs not dream of attacking England, arc 
mostl) the V e:)' faddists who tdl and^spread the grossly 
exaggerated reports about the perdition of this coun 
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try by the consumption of too much dnnk ? The 
vanous ” peace societies” venture to say and publicly 
to state that Germany does not dream of attacking 
England And such criminal dnvel is said ‘in the 
face of the fact that the Boers, wth only 50,000' men, 
against the 5 000,000 of the Germans, did dare to 
attack British possessions a few years a|o Many 
people in England imagine that the Germans mean 
to invade this country, even to possess themselves of 
it Nothing IS more remote from the minds of the 
Germans At any rate, this is not at all the ptinapal 
idea What they do tfamk of, and what m their inter- 
national and home situation they are bound to tlunk 
of IS to win the supremacy on sea, or, if that be 
impossible, equahty on sea with the Bntish Invasion 
of England is a mere madent m their plan Once 
they defeat the Bntisb Navy in the North Sea , once 
they hold this sea, as the Dutch repeatedly, and for 
long penods, held it, they have attained everj'thing 
they really want 

The game of interests, counter mtercsts, side- 
interests and side counter interests amongst the Powers 
of Europe is so subtle that no great player of the game 
need despair of doing again what has been repeatedly 
done before The Germans, we repeat it, do not con- 
template an mvasion of this country , certainly not 
m the first place They saw, even in their successful 
war ivith the French, that the second part of that 
war, or the one m which the French nation as such 
defended her temtoiy, was by far less successful than 
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the first, where the Germans fought the regular anmes 
of France The great suirenders of whole corps hap- 
pened m the first part of the war only The Germans 
only meditate how to make it impossible for the 
Bnti^i to maintain thedaimtosupremacy on sea To 
tlus one great task the Germans subordinate all and 
e%erythin^ It dictates their diplomacy, their acts, 
their preparations 

• He who has never made a senous study of His 
tory, is very likely to estimate wrongly many a feature 
in the hfe of a nation Thus, to give just one 
instance, the so-called absurd movements in Society or 
10 political hfe are almost mvanably misjudged by 
men un\crsedm thestudy of the play of histone forces 
Take 03 an ciiample the excessive theories nowlaunched 
m the sea of German literature We have heard of 
some of them in the previous part of the present book 
The average man laughs at them, condemns them as 
unreasonable, and thinks that, being unreasonable and 
absurd, they must needs fail of success No graver 
error could be indulged in 0/ two sets of social or 
pohtical moves, the more absurd one has by far the 
greater likelihood of success Far from pooh poohing 
and contemptuously ignonng these " absurdities,' 
caused m Germany by the ovenveenmg conceit of the 
German teachers, leaders of thought, and them pupils, 
ue ought to take them into very serious considera- 
tion A nation like the Germans, that eagerly 
assimilates such theoretic staff, is soon ready to crave 
for the deeds crystalliziDg those theones in practical 
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reality In fact, had History been taught properly, 
no man m Great Bntain could for a moment doubt 
that the \ery excesses and absurdities at present nfe 
all over Germany with regard to the immense r6le 
that the Germans are “ evidently ” destined to* play 
in the sublunar world, clearly indicate and ^rove that 
from mere vague hopes and dreams, the Germans 
are on the point of coming to deeds Where there 
is so much smoke, flames are sure to break out soon* 

German Assets 

Leaving such general reflections, which, as we 
know, have not much weight \vith British readers, 
we hasten to point out some more concrete and pal 
pable factors in the coming wave of German Impen* 
alism The Germans ba\c various features of thezr 
ovm that distinguish them from former nations who 
attempted to build up great Empires Thus to speak 
m the first place, of one of the most important points 
Nearly all previous nations showed a marked tendency 
to the artificial restnction of the growth of popula- 
tion, as soon as they passed the line of moderate wealth 
and reached the state of inordinate material pros 
penty The ancient Romans, the richer they grew 
m money, the poorer they became m children It was 
even so with the Greeks, the Byzantines, the Italian 
Republics, and many a modem state Not so the 
Germans Although their material prospentv has, 
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far from decreasing is nsing so quickly that, accord- 
ing to Schmoller, they ^vill be lo^ 000,000 in the jear 
1965 , according to Hubbe Schleiden, 150,000 000 m 
the year 1980 , and according to Leroy Beaulieu, 
200 doo 000 in the year 2000 
At any rate, it is certain that as amongst the more 
advanced nations of Europe the Germans are now the 
most numerous by far, so they are likely to remain 
•the most populous highly civibzed nation in Europe 
This IS one need hardly insist, a very important factor 
They mean to expand impenally, and are fully con- 
vinced of theu" abihty to do so 
Equally important is another feature of modern 
Gennany It consists in that the Germans, quite 
unlike the French, attained their utmost power, not 
through violent and destructive revolutions at home, 
hut by means of a great and victorious war with the 
French outside Germany, TJie French obtained the 
greatest momentum of strength and power by and 
through a fearful avil convulsion attacking every 
one of the organs of their body pohtic, by the French 
Revolution Such convulsions may and do give the 
nation so convulsed an energy of the most intense 
kind, and hence an unusual leverage m the conflict 
With other nations , yet the leverage acquired by the 
Germans, if not quite as great as that of France in 
1794 or 1796, was made good without any fundamen* 
tal upheaval of the whole structure of the German 
polity. Consequently the Germans show a steadier 
and surer growth in power Having grown steadily, 
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they gained m sureness of power what they lost in time 
and intensity 

The above two features arc only part of a senes of 
distinctive advantages possessed by Germany In the 
competition for rule and expanswa When, m fofmer 
ages the French were the mightiest nation od the Con- 
tment, they yet never counted amongst their advantages 
the asset that Gcnnany to-day is quite sure of France 
liad allies but they were, as a rule, small Poivcrs Ger* • 
many has a staunch and rebable ally that is not a small 
Power, Austria Hungary France \s as never sure of 
cither her flanks or her rear Germany is quite sure of 
her rear Finally, and perhaps pnncipally, the great 
efforts made by France to realize imperial expansion 
were much less the wish and earnest desire of the FrcncJi 
people than the dinastic policy of her rulers In Ger* 
many, at pre<eul, the people itsdf wants, behoves in, 
and demands impcnal expansion In Germany an 
impcnahst, like Mazann in Franco, will not be hampered 
by dissensions at home, such as the Frondes of 1648- 
1C53, uhich exasperated the great Cardmak 
All these undoubted facts conspire to make the 
situation of Germany a very strong one To overlook 
them would be fatal to Great Bntain From her vxry 
situation m histone space. Great Bntam has, ever since 
the Tudors, been one of the umpires of the Balance of 
Power in Europe It milters cvcryllilng to thcBntish, 
whether the central State on the Continent, t c , Ger- 
many, is strong or weak, o^rcaivc or submissive 
^ Evidently, no State can eventually upset the balance 
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of Europe as readJy as can the central State Napoleon 
I himself became a Euxopean power only after he had 
practically seized most of Germany He never had the 
whole bf Italy, or of Sfam , nor did it much matter 
But \he possession of Germany gave him the command 
of tlie Contment Even of Austria Hungary he never 
possessed as much as of Germany although he defeated 
the Austnan armies more frequently The greater half 
•of the then Austnan monarchy, or Hungary, he never 
controlled Yet he was the controlling Power on the 
Contment, because he practically controlled the whole 
of Germany It is by such considerations that one 
may arrive at the true estunation of the fact, that there 
zs now m the very centre of the Contment a strong and 
united Empire , the German Empire The possi 
bditics implied m this fact are boundless So far any 
senous student of European politics must go snth the 
most extreme of Germans In fact, it must be admitted 
that no State in Europe is m a position so favourable 
for impenal expansion as is Germany The more 
clearly we see that the more fully wc convmce ourselves 
of the truth and force of this statement, the surer will 
be our step on the slippery ground of political conjec- 
tures 

Geriiany’s Weak Points 
In the preceding remarks we dwelt, and intentionally, 
on the strong and advantageous featuresof Germany as 
an mternational Power It would be childish to deny 
that Germany suffers also from the defects of her virtues 



124 


GERMANY'S SWELLED HEAD 


She too has her weak points, her very faulty sides, and 
before coming to the final sumnung up of the facts and 
to the verdict it is necessary to dwell on some of tlie 
graver shortcomings inherent in the German 'nation 
and empire We are going to do so at once How- 
ever, we cannot omit remarking that before examuung 
the strong or the weak points of Germany, a Bnton 
ought never to lose sight of one cardinal fact that is 
more than hkely to render his view of German pohtics' 
unsafe 

Professor Schiemann, the well known German pohti- 
aan and personal adviser of the Kaiser, rightly said 
d pTOpos of the late visit of British journalists m Ger- 
many, that to the average Bnton Germany is quite 
unknown To this we add that, not only is thisvthc 
case with regard to present or contemporary Germany, 
but stiU more so wth regard to Germany in the past, or 
to the history of Germany Thus history might be 
left out from practical politics if it did not shape it, if 
it did not influence it But it does No one can under- 
stand contemporary German pohtics who does not 
possess sound knowledge of German lustory In 
English historical literature there arc exceedingly few 
authoritative books on German history While the 
Germans ha\ e wntten up e\ cry aspect of English lustory 
in a ver} ’arge number of elaborate, if not perfect books, 
the British ha\e done, comparatively, \ery little with 
regard to German history But c\cn tlusdocs not show 
the full strength of tlie point we want to raise Not 
only have the British no scholarly or practical know 
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ledge of Germany whether in the past or in the present, 
but they are also \ery Jikely to mtscontrue the facts 
they do know on that subject 

E\ ef since the Middle Ages the pnncipal European 
enemies of England were the Dutch the Spanish and 
especially^ the French In fact from 1688 to the end 
of the mneteenth century France was ihe hereditary 
enemy of England or was considered to be so In the 
•course of the secular conflicts with France the British 
naturally learned much about the temper, habits ten 
denaes and resources of the French As in all wars 
we want to adapt ourselves to the means of our adver 
sary one may state with absolute accuracy that the 
British diplomatic naval and also partly the mihtaiy 
traditions are distinctly adapted to and meant to serve 
in conflicts with a particular sort of enemy with the 
French Undoubtedly many a British diplomatist or 
admiral saturated with the secular traditions of Anglo 
French wars would be a match for any French diplo 
matist or admiral Notiung is more likely It is how 
ever still doubtful whether that Bntish diplomatist 
would prove as efficient a representative in diplomatic 
conflict with Germany too 

We ha\e only to consult history to find that for 
instance James I committed a long scries of blunders 
because he persisted m treating Spam as if she had been 
what France then really was He knew France so he 
simply applied his method of deal ngwithFrancetohis 
way of dealing ivith Spam It can hardly be doubted 
that m all diplomatic naval or military conflicts with® 
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Germany means other than those that applied to France 
must come into play Germany is not France, the 
Germans are, if not radicallj, yet sensibly diflerent 
from the French Their geographical, poUtical, econo- 
mic and soaal features arc largely different But chiefly 
their histone growth, this, the main factor m ^ nation’s 
hfe, differentiates them from the French The Bntish 
know much about the French , they know practically 
nothing about the Germans , whereas the Germans are 
well acquainted with everything Bntish 

Formidable but Brittle. 

This, then, is the necessary remark that had to be 
premised in order to give the reader the proper point 
of view for a nght estimation of the strong and weak 
points of the Germans With this important proMso, 
we may now try to study the less advantageous points 
of the Germans And in the first place, and before 
everything else, it must be remarked that the Germans 
are a power at once formidable and bnttlc Powers 
are measured, not by what they can do when victorious, 
but by what they are bkdy to be able to do when mis- 
fortune overtakes them 

On consulting history wc find that no nation in 
Europe has pro%cd so bntUe, so utterly unable to 
recover from one fell blow of the fate of battle, as did 
Prussia or the dominant State in the German Empire 
^Vhen in iSo6 Napoleon and Davout, on one and the 
same day, bcat_the Prussian armies at Jena and Auer- 
-■sVrfebt, a’iiYrussia 5uccum*Dcd 'like a ‘House ol cartis. 
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Huge, well gamsoned Prassian fortresses surrendered to 
a few French cavalry regiments The collapse of Prussia 
IS unparalleled m all modem history , yet it happened 
only twenty jears after the death of Prussia's greatest 
King. Fredenck II , the Great The men who, later on, 
regenerated and rebuilt Ihussia, were all of them non- 
Prussians Schamhorst, Stem, Blucher were, by birth, 
no Prussians Here, m this fact, is imphed one of the 
tgreatest failings of the Prussian sj’stem 

That much imitated system breeds great measures, 
but no great men At any rate, not a sufficient num- 
ber of great personahtics States cannot be made 
endunngly strong without the possession of the strongest 
and most effiaent of all assets, that is, Personalities 
Tliere is Fredenck 11 , and Bismarck , but that is all 
The great personalities of the Germans arc literarj' and 
artistic, not pohtical, nor nuhtary In denjing the 
Prussians, and the Germans in general, the possession 
of great military personahties we seem to expose our- 
self es to the sneer of the best petted prejudices of the 
day Yet we will persist m saying that the Germans 
are not likely to have great captains of war The 
German army may be, and no doubt is highly organized 
and disciplined But to have a well-trained arm> is 
like having an elaborate dictionary ^of words Does 
the possession of the dictionary vouchsafe the possession 
of a fine style ’ Style is a matter of personality , so 
15 the style of an army The greatest nations of all 
lustory excelled infinitely less in system and measures, 
whether political or military, than m the faculty of 
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producing men \vith a great political or military per- 
sonality The Romans, of all nations, had no system 
whatever 

The Germans who have wntten more on Roman 
history than all other nations put together, have yet 
never understood the A B C of Roman history Pro 
fessor Mommsen the Gennan " authority ” on Roman 
histo.y has wntten up in five big volumes the " sjstem ” 
of the Roman constitution The truth is, the Romans 
had no system of their constitution, no more than the 
modem Enghsh have It was all a matter of personality 
Not the edict of the Pnetor, but the Pr«tor himself 
was the important point 

Just so, m real war, it is not themiLtary ordinances 
but the great power of a mihtaiy personality that 
wins battles and campaigns . In Germany this is all 
practically impossible As great conservatones of 
music mahe no really great virtuosi, so the German 
army system breeds only efficient mediocrities but no 
great military personality \Vhen all goes well, as it 
did in France in 1870-1871, thanks chiefly to the 
demoralization of the .French, such a Prussian system 
works admirably But when things do notgoVell, it is 
bound to come to gnef This can be proved almost 
mathematicallv Since '"erman syst ^ides 
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be at a loss what to do Especially would this be so if 
the opposing force consisted of officers to whom a broad 
margin of personal initiative was given 
We ire quite aware that much mitiative was tal^en 
by, ff not given to. the Gennan officers m the Franco- 
German war This, however, does not alter matters 
very much, because that war was, for the Germans, 
a victonous one from the very start It does not 
•indicate what the Gennan officers would do m 
case of continued reverses, more particularly, if 
we consider that the Germans have had no great war 
for now over sue and thirty years Such a long peace 
IS deadly to the nse of free and greatmihtary personal- 
ities endowed with boundless resourcefulness We 
are so strongly convinced of the absolute truth of 
this statement that we do not hesitate to aver that 
any great European State tliat would pass through 
the practice of a really great war with a European 
Power other than Germany, would by such a prac- 
tice alone obtam an immense advantage over the 
Germans, and eventually beat them If Austna- 
Hungary, rousing herself out of her lethargy, would 
carry on a two yeSrs' war with Turkey for the pos- 
session of the western part of the Balkans, and if Aus 
tna-Hungary came out victonous over the brave 
and hard fighting Turls, she would have thereby 
alone indefinitely increased her chance of beating 
back a German attack upon her 

The current new that the German army is invin- 
cible cannot for a moment be maintained If an 

K 
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anny has gone through a sncce^ion of victonotts cam 
paigns and has actually defeated its most important 
competitors then and for the time being it may be 
said that such an nrmy is probably invinciblS But 
of an army that has had uo great war for more 'than 
one generation it is impossible to say with any degree 
of certainty whether or no it is invincable Nobody 
wants to deny that there is to use the words of Napo 
leon an art of war and that the Germans are doingr 
everything m their power to cany that art to its highest 
pitch as far as that can be done in times of jiSuce 
But it IS equally certain that the art of war as every 
other art finds its most perfect expression through 
a great artist that is through a person bom to it 
and endowed with a great mihtaiy personality Now 
what we here contend is that the over systematization 
and over regulation of everything connected with 
the German army renders the nse of a great German 
mihtary person^ty not very probable Of course 
in the other countncs of Europe there is as yet even 
less probabihty of the nse of such a towering captam 
At any rate we desire to warn the reader and student 
of European policy from assuming too rashly the abso 
lute supenonty of the German army as an engme of 
war 

The reader may be surprised to hear that in our 
opmion the German Navy is very much less hampered 
by defects such as we pomted out with regard to the 
German Army In the German Navy there is no 
secular tradition weighing upon the elastic members 
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of the semee The Gcnnins Ime. m the inhabitants 
of the north coast of their empire, a jiumcrous and 
hardy sea faring poptslalion With regard to their 
chancc5 m maritime ivarfarc they arc infinitely less 
cockSurc, hence much less s 3 'stcm ndden than with 
regard to their view of war on land They do cicry- 
thing to make themseUcs acquainted with all the 
physical, geographical and strategic features of the 
•North Sea, and of other seas At Bergen, m Norway, 
there IS gi\en every' year an elaborate course of lec- 
tures on cierj thing connected with the nature of the 
North Sea The elasticity and greater personal mi- 
native allowed to captains, officers, and aews of Ger- 
man men of war are v'cry remarkable 

Perils or Dureaucracv. 

One of the greatest faihngs of the Germans is their 
mability to take pm ate and individual imtiaUve m 
any public affair Everything is done by the State- 
paid members of a vast bureaucracy' The State is 
everything in Germany , Soacty is, for purposes of 
pubhc and political life, not m existence at all As 
long as there is peace, such a splcm works admirably' 
ft IS a sunny -day' system In times of national re 
V crscs the first tlung to break down is that very bureau 
cncy which otherwise forms the prop and mainstay 
of the people. Once the bureaucracy breaks down, 
there happens, wliat we saw in Russia on the break- 
down of the Mo«cov^te burcauCTacy Public busmess 
cannot be earned on without some men commanding. 
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an authonty sufficiently great to make people obey 
them But where as m Germany, all authonty is 
monopolized by a bureaucracy, nobody is able to com- 
mand authonty on the break up of bureaucracy * WTiat 
saved Rome and has always sa^ed England is the*^e^y 
fact that m both realms there always w ere men^command 
mg the requisite authonty In Britain such men are, 
as a rule not even in office In Germany they arc 
practically impossible The constitution of the Ger-* 
man Empire was made by Bismarck \vith the deliber 
ate intention of rendenng the nse of politically unpor- 
tant but unoffiaal personalities a practical impossi' 
bihty 

In ease of disaster, unless Germany happens to 
have an inordinately gifted ruler, she is exposed to 
greater chances of decomposition than most other 
nations of Europe The Germans ha\ e ne\ er learned 
the open secret that their greatest achie\ements in 
literature, science, philosophy, and music were, as a 
rule done by men trarameUed by no bonds of official 
dom and State-hierarchy They ha\e never seen, 
and mil never see that what holds good for intellec- 
tual greatness, holds good also for greatness political 
Instead of having twenty SIX rulers as tliey now Iiavc, 
they would have, had they ever learned the Great Lcs'^n 
of Politics, twenty-six great and free statesmen , or, 
mother words twenty 'ix possible savaours in times of 
reverses Any nation fighting Germanj on land must 
concentrate all its efforts on a considerable initial sue 
•- cess, as the surest meins of depriving the Gerroans of 
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most of the advantages now given them by their 
system 

Germany is m this respect the very contrast to Bri- 
tain In the latter country initial successes of the 
advdtsary have seldom proved of much importance 
The true ,force of this country came out m times of 
reverses even much more than in periods of success 
In Bntam the number of mdependent men, workmg 
•on their own initiative and on their own responsibi- 
lity, IS vciy much greater than that of sunilar indivi 
duals m Germany Such mdependent persons have 
long learned to stand adversity— to be, as the saying is, 
good losers This has given to all Bntain her pecuhar 
tone, her power m adversity, her stamina All this 
IS rather the exception 10 Germany \Vhen, in 
another section of this book, we said that the Germans 
had the real spirit of war and impcnahsm, we always 
imphed that their spirit is the right one for enterprises 
promismg and giving fair results At the present 
moment we are speaking of periods of failure, and 
with regard to such penods we say that the Germans 
are considerably less well equipped than are the Bn- 
tish There is no victory of i&ima without the force 
to stand the defeat of Cannae 

Another great drawback for the Germans is the 
contemporary mtemaUonal situation regarding a new 
imperialism When Spam, Holland, or England started 
on their careers of colonmng vast and fertile tracts 
of colonies, the other Powers m Europe or Asia 
interfered with them cither not at all, or m a casuaL 
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manner Holland, although a tiny country, has still 
immense colonies, and used to have veiy ranch more 
In those Umes a few bold captains were able to lay 
hold of immense distncts in Asia, Africa or Amenca 
At present this is all weU nigh impossible. Even in 
«ia the new and foimidable power of th^ Japanese 
has arisen and would at once veto any iiolent change 
m the distnbution of hitherto uncolonized countries 
The Colonial and imperial ambitions of the Germans’ 
have come in a very unpropitious moment «hat 
formerly could be achieved by a Cortez, Pizarro, Drake, 
or Frobisher, accompanied by a few gallant fciloa 
adventurers, has now become a vast enterpnso, involi 
mg hundreds of miUions of money and hundreds of 
thousands of men 


If the reader mU carefully contemplate all thit 
ttJe prcxredmg remarks imply, he wjU arn\e at the 
wn usjon that the Germans cannot possjbl> realize 
etr imperial, and, as we have seen, indispensable 
ambitions, othenvise than by defeating tJic Poucr 
1 has the most valuable colonics, and is held 
o TOmmand the sea, or the access to such colonics 
zrrt, ^ dinlcully 

iioom"'’' 

‘d cxcliangc for Alsace and German 
^™ne cede the laluable and large isle of Madagascar 
it rs cL Trench would But 

senouslv^f^ minister in Gcnmny could 

--cssion of M ^ t'lod- 

Alsace and Genuau Lorraine to the French 



GERJIANY’S SWELLED HEAD 


135 

He might just as well propose the cession of Cologne, 
Erandort on the Mam, or Berlin 
Just as the Germans made their mner unity not 
by pdsuading one another to unite, as did the Scots 
and* the English, but by great wars with Austna, on 
the one hand, and with France, on the other , even 
so they can acquire colonies not by direct conquest, 
but only by indirect wars with England or France 
• Bemg the central country m Europe, the Germans 
must necessarily use indirect means for their great 
policy, whether at home or abroad For, on account 
of their central position, the surrounding Powers 
have always so strongly interfered with the Germans, 
that the latter could not secure tranquilhty mthin 
otherwise than by cstabhshing their supenonty abroad 
Against this memorable consequence of their central 
position there is no other remedy left We have come 
to the strange but nevertheless true conclusion, that 
even the weak points of the Germans practically force 
them to be aggressive Their undoubted strength 
prompts them to the same action that their undoubted 
drawbacks equally entail upon them Several nations 
have, in the course of history, been in a sunilar position 
It always ended — one and the same way. 



PART III 

The Argument in Conclusion, 

We have now reached the end of our task We have 
tned to place aU the relevant facts of the German, 
Question before the reader Beginning with a state- 
ment of the inordinately overreaching national vanity 
0 t e Germans, we admitted that their international 
position IS one both full of promise and beset with most 
imtating dangers tVlide constantly dwelling upon 
e swelled head of the Germans, winch, unremittmgly 
s imu ated by a host of their most popular WTiters, is 
constantly growing instead of decreasing, we dwelt with 
^ual insistence on the real power and strength and 
'f 1^^ Germans None but a malevolent jingo 
o Berhn can possibly tal-c our work as one dchbcrately 
running down or revihng things and persons German 
ere is much to be admired in the Germans, and w hat 
cy have done in the past has laid aU the future 
generations under undymg obhgations But here 
we mmnly consider the future We studied the past m 
rifcr to foresee the future . just as we .-Uwajs study the 
InTn more fully the past 

ambit ^ <“ German aspuations, to German 

oonestj Sucli among the pubhc men or writers of 
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this country as go on declaring to the people of Great 
Britain that the Germans harbour no hostile intentions 
against the British , that, m fact, the rdations of the 
two coontnes and peoples are the best they can be , 
such* people, v?c make bold to say, are the enemies of 
Great Bntain The true hiend warns m advance , it is 
the faddist who, out of sheer conceit, is unable to see 
the most palpable things, and accordmgly does not warn 
this fneod, and so rums him 

We are qmte aware that in this country any enthu 
siasm or tragic earnestness is discounted with a cold 
sneer Nor can we wonder that a nation who, alone of 
all European nations, remained, forcentunes, practically 
unassailable, has preserved a coolness of nerve which is 
impossible to Contmental nations living under constant 
menace of nun But things liave changed England 
IS no longer unassailable Europe has now, instead 
of tuo fleets, namely the British and the French, as 
there used to be before, no less than half a dozen big 
fleets and several minor ones The whole international, 
or inter European, aspect and situation of Great Britain 
is thoroughly changed She is, pohtically, no longer 
an island. 

Only a few j ears ago many a Bnton proudly talked 
of the " splendid isolation ” of Great Bntam Since then 
that isolation lias been ddiberately gii-en up, and 
enlenU is following eniaite Pohtically, therefore, we 
repeat it, England is no longer an island. Nor is she 
one strategically, or from the standpomt of war We need 
not here refer to the senes of bnlhant and suggestn ^ 
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articles of the Military Correspondent of The Tvnes on 
the perfect feasibleness of an invasion of this country 
We simply submit, that a country, whether an island 
or no, that has no sufllaent army of its own, i? always 
exposed to invasion • 

Any country no matter how large, may be compared 
to a big fortress Much depends, no doubt, on the 
strength of the walls and ramparts bastions and towers 
Yet the mam force of resistance is in the gamson Great 
Bntam is the fortress, her navy is the equivalent of 
the walls and ramparts of that fortress The national 
army of England is the gamson of the fortress The 
inference nom all tbis is only one The fortress of 
Great Britain cannot be declared to be m a state of 
safety, m that her gamson is far too weak for the pur- 
pose The walls of Great Britain consist practically 
of about 100,000 seamen That is far too little for a 
fortress of the extent of England 
The reader is again reminded that hitherto the great 
and decisive naval battles of Great Britain have been 
fought m seas other than the Channel or the North Sea 
In the whole of the eighteenth and mneteenth centuries, 
only two pitched sea battles were fought by the Bntish 
in the North Sea , one in 1781, off the Dogger Bank, 
between Parker and the Dutch Adimral Zouttman, 
ending m a draw , and the other in 1797, when Duncan, 
with utmost effort, defeated the Dutch Admiral De 
\Vmter. All the great and decisive sea battles nere 
fought by the Bntish thousands of miles away from 
J^ngland 
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The great naval war of the British m the near future 
will, on the other hand, be fought in the North Sea, and 
practically there alone Any decisive advantage of 
the enemy exposes England at once to an invasion 

Again we say that the Germans have no intention 
whatever to possess themselves of this country Such 
an idea does not enter their minds This, however, 
does not exclude a temporary mvasion for the purpose 
^)f a huge indemnity, or other advantages Every 
schoolboy knows that the Dutch Admiral, de Ruyter, 
entered tlie Medway in 1O67, thanks to strategic advan- 
tages ^which he had secured in the North Sea, and 
threatened London for some tune The same thing 
came near happenmg m 1C90, when the Trench Admiral, 
Tourville, after defeating the Anglo Dutch fleet off 
Beachy Head, made (or the entrance of the Thames 
River. There is no reason to assume that such a thing 
could not happen again m our tune In war, as in life, 
everything is possible 

These then, are the seminal factors of the whole 
problem Here is a country, Germany, that having 
come as the last among the peoples bidding for im- 
penahsm and expansion, cannot hope to achieve much 
by attempts to spread its eagles on the Continent of 
Europe It is therefore dnven, irremediably driven, 
to spread by sea power lake anaent Carthage, which 
could not expand mto the intmorof uninhabitable Africa, 
Germany too cannot senously hope to possess herself 
of much more temtory on the fully occupied Continent 
of Europe, and is forced to spread by mantime power 
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However, Caxth^e met Rome that is, a power well knit 
and strongly organized on land and very capable on sea 
The end was the downtall of Carthage Had Rome 
possessed only sea power Carthage might very wtU have 
defeated her But Rome had land and sea pfiwer 
Given her efficient constitution and her twofold power 
Rome could not be worsted in the long run Everybody 
knows that Rome finally defeated Carthage by means of 
a land battle fought on Carthaginian temtory at Zama • 
The Germans if victorious over the British fleet can 
very neU invade England and hold it for some tune 
The British with the present organization of thei^army, 
could ne\ er think of invading one town of Gennany Is 
such a situation not threatening enough ? Is it wise 
to leave one s enemy a possible advantage so great as 
to surpass by far any advantage one may have over Iiun ? 

Or compare the possible losses of the Germans in case 
of their defeat on sea with those of the British m a 
similar case The Germans would m the first place 
lose all their colonies In other words tliey would lose 
what as yet is of little if any value to them They 
would furthermore Jose heavily in their large Trans 
marme commerce TheBntish on tl pother hand nould 
m case of a naval disaster lose prawically everythmg 
The mdemmty which the Germans would exact uould 
be enormoiK both in colomes and in money Neither 
Jena nor Sedan could be compared in point of immensity 
of loss With a decisi\e naval victory of the Germans 
over the British fleet It wmld b catastrophe of 
^modern tunes 
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Yet in the face of all these facts there are still thoa 
sands and thousands of inllaential men m this country, 
v?ho talk of the impossibibty of war with Germany 
of the* peaceful and amicable inclinations of the 
Genhans Must one really despair to convince the 
a\eragc Bpton that wars between civilized nations do 
no^ depend on the peaceful or amicable mchnations 
of individuals ? Suppose that every Gcnnan be filled 
•with pure fnendslup for England That would not in 
the least prevent him from going to war wtb Great 
Britain He may love England and the English yet 
assuredly he must love lus owm interest and that of his 
country very much more intensely Of passions the 
stronger one mvanably has tlie upper hand 

The Germans as a nation have never cared for home 
politics Their individual indifTcrcnco and absolute 
incapacity in tliat respect Imc always been so great 
that aided by the disintegrating pressure from outside 
Powers they have to the present day not been able to 
unite into one homogeneous great and undivndcd polity 
They stiU arc twenty six different States united into an 
Empire Home pohtics do not interest the German 
Burstr or burgess It is quite different wnth world 
pohtics as they call it m the Fatherland Just 
because the av crage Gcnnan Jeav es home politics to 
the officials and scmi-off cials he reserv es all his political 
ardour for world pohtics or for the hopes and tasks 
of Impcnalism Nations uitcnsely absorbed in tlic 
building up of their home institutions such as at present, 
the Humranans ortheltalians do not take much stock uw 
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international policy Vtceversa the Germans having had 
all their home institutions mapped out for theni by their 
rulers and ministers concentrate all their fervent m 
terest on the sphere where there still is pohtical activity 
on a grand scale offering many a chance of feig succtss to 
individual amb tionists 

This impenalism then is the Great Passion of the 
Germans They are at present where the English were 
m Elizabethan times They bum with the Greab 
Passion Every one of them is brimful of it and no 
power can stop or retard that mighty current The 
enthusiastic love which every German feels for the 
Kaiser is only another way of expressing his enthusiasm 
for that vast impenalism which the Kaiser loves to 
mcamate m his personahty Against such a mighty 
national sentiment no mere fncndslup for other nations 
can prevail ^Vhatcver therefore individual Germans 
may or may not say about the relations of England and 
Germany this cannot m the least alter the forces dn\ mg 
the latter into antagonism to the former 
Ear more to the point infinitely more consonant mth 
the dignity past and future prestige of Great Bntam 
would it be if all men of leading spint all preachers 
teachers statesmen journalists or thinkers of this coun 
try joined in bringing before the nation the necessity of 
preparations which if properly made would in Iced 
retard or eventually frustrate any attempt on the 
part of German} To^ tumversa service 
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mmy battles can carry no conviction, we should be 
only foobshly piesnmptuons in trying to convince oor 
readers The tacts ol the near future will convince 
them. ‘Nahons are inianably lacked, and never per- 
suaded, into reforms 

Omitting, therefore, any lengthy discussion o! this, 
the one potent means of securing lasting peace between 
Great Bntam and Germanj, we only want to point 
Rut some evident teachings of history 
The Germans, as we tned to show, are a Power both 
mighty and brittle They are battle, because they 
do not, and owing to their system, they cannot, have 
a nch supply of great petsonabties, whether military 
or political 

Prom this it follows with deadly certainly, that a 
nation that wants to defeat the Germans, must culti- 
vate just the sort of weapon m point of which the Ger- 
mans are very deficient that is, mighty, spontaneous 
personahlies The less the British nation will imitate 
the manner and method of war obtaining wth the 
Germans, the more she is likely to worst them 
If the Germans, m umtatwa of the British tendency 
to big units m sea war. go on building Drwdnotig/tis of 
an e\er*mcreasmg sue, the Bnlish ought to lay stress 
on lesser and mote nimble umts If the system of the 
Gwmans breeds living madunes, the Bntish system ought 
to breed the broadest initiative of captains and officers 
If Germany excels in both a strong navy and an exceed- 
ingly strong army, Great Bntaia ought to excel in an 
exceedingly strong navy and m a strong army If* 
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Germany wants to attack England, England ought to 
attack her long before 

In the same way, the Baghdad railway, which is 
practically a German enterprise, ought to be Counter- 
acted by a Bnbsh railway through Beluchistail and 
Persia The whole of Great Britain’s Asiatic pohcy 
ought to be based on the more than fair probabOity, that 
Russia does not m the least plan a coup on India, as she 
has ne\ er planned it to this day In the same Ime of 
political thought. Great Bntam might with great advan- 
tage come to an agreement with Holland guaranteeuig the 
contracting parties mutual hdp for the maintenance 
of their East-Indiaa possessions The commonwealth 
of Australasia ought to be stimulated into the building 
of an efhaent fleet, so as to be able to step m with 
might in any conflict for Great Bntain's Asiatic posses 
sions 

All this and many more measures are dictated by 
the actual facts of the international situation of Great 
Britain and Germany For him who has studied History 
as a matter of real life, and not merely as a heap of 
musty documents, a description or prices of which 
enables one to get a certificate in an *’ exam," or to 
pose as an " authority ” in University circles amongst 
pedants , for such a man it cannot be doubtful that, if 
Great Bntam manages her cards with prudence, she 
must m the end force Germany to lower her flag 

Empires are the products of the begmmng or the end 
of great penods of history Antiquity began and ended 
'•with Empires, dunug its manhood it knew only of 
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intensely developed smaller States Europe is in her 
manhood Africa and Asia are in their infancy In 
Afnca ^.nd Asia therefore Emptfes were still possible 
but Jhey have lot^ been made by the Bntish French 
Russians Dutch and a few minor nations such as the 
Belgians of Portuguese To win new Empires in Asia is 
since the nse of the mighty Japanese quite impossible 
To wrest old ones from their present possessors is 
feasible only if those old possessors persist m makmg 
blunder after blunder 

H then we consider the international position m the 
Lght bo*h of history and latter day politics we arrive 
at a conclusion which is indeed a fearful mortification 
to the Germans but nevertheless a sober truth provided 
the leading international Powers act according to the 
elementaxy rules of sound politics 
The conclusion is this On the one hand the Germans 
for the reasons given all through the present work 
are bound to stnve for more expansion for Impenalisra 
They do so they will do so with even greater intensity 
They are simply bound to do so On the other hand 
they cannot possibly establish a really valuable new 
Empire if the old Impenal Powers take proper measures 
because they come too late in the histone day 
Empires are not made where when and by whom it 
pleases Had Alexander the Great been bom a hundred 
years before his actual date he could never have de- 
feated the Hellenes and therefore lacking Hellenic 
hdp he could not have defeated the Persians Napoleon^ 
would have done nothing without the French Revo* 

1 . 
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lution It was that extraordinary event that ga\c 
birth to extraordinary imhtary talents which in turn 
helped Napoleon to wm the battles of Rivoh Marengo, 
Austerhtz and Jena The Germans \vant to make a 
vast Empire wth the hdp of a strict system and out 
of sheer intention and resolution without* ny help 
from a great histone event m their favour 

Had the Bntish lost South Afnca in the late Boe^ 
War which as Col T N Maude himself has pointed out, 
was far from an impossibility in the first six weeks of 
the war {s^ThiTtmesLtleraty Supflment of May 31, 
1907) then indeed the loss of Bntisb prestige ivould 
have constituted for Germany, one of those histone 
events that enable other Powers to step in and achieve 
new unpenal tnumphs But given that new Empires 
arc for the present unhistonc, not to say unnatural , 
given that the Germans however so badly they need 
such an Empire ought not to be able to acquire it so 
long as Great Britain follows the clear dictates of her 
past and her present , there remains nothing for the 
Germans but to give up the dream of Pan Germanism 

Should Great Britain misled by men who have never 
made a senous stud^ of either history or of the Continent 
in its present configuration misread the signs of the time 
and instead of meeting the inevitable aggressiv cncss of 
the Germans by due preparations continue to treat the 
German Question lightly, or ignore it altogether then 
indeed the dream of Pan Germanism will not remain a 
, dream 

By a similar misreading of Continental politics. 
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England lost in the eighteenth century her vast Ameri- 
can colonies Of course the avwage Bnton is not at all 
aware this broad histone fact He thinks that the 
YanJ ees “ wrested “ their country from the Bntish 
Nothing is less true The loss of the present United 
States was*c3used, as wc have shown m a separate work, 
almost exclusively by the foolishly provoked hostility 
^of France, Holland and Spam against Great Bntain 
The British fleet was worsted by the French fleet both 
m America and m India, and conswjuently the Amencan 
colonies were lost 

Should the signs of the time again be misread, then 
there is no reason for the Germans to despair of the 
success of their vast ambitions They bide their tune , 
they want to wait for a moment when Great Bntain 
will commit blunders similar to those that caused the 
loss of the present United States, a loss greater than 
any Empire ever sustained Such blunders of their 
adversary are m reality the foundation of their policy. 
They began the war with France because they positively 
knew that France was not properly prepared They 
mean to do the same thing with Great Brjtam 

It IS m the hopes of rousing the Bntish nation to 
this danger, that the present little book is wntten 
The Germans, the author holds, must expand will expand, 
but ought not to be able to establish a new Empire at 
the expense of the Bntish Empire, as long as Great 
Bntain, fully cognizant of the imminent danger of 
Germany's Swelled Head, prepares for the conflict both^ 
from the mihtary and naval standpomt. Jet alone by 
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means of judicious diplomacy. Late comers must be 
satisfied 'with cmiohs; ii they get moie, it is only 
because there is something rjwiically Nvrong with the 
people who preceded them. • 



EPILOGUE 


TnAt Br Reich’s conc^tion of the Kaiser’s objects and 
* the temper of the German people was substantially 
correct has been proved beyond the shadow of a doubt 
The Kaiser has fired the mme which he laid, and his 
action has been applauded by the majority of his sub- 
jects We propose to supplement the evidence col- 
lected by Dr Reich His book was ivntten under the 
impression made by the Kaiser's violent attitude towards 
France on the question of Morocco Let us observe the 
diplomatic activities of William II , both before and 
after that date Never m the history of the world has 
there been a more sinking exhibition of msane wicked- 
ness and cunning than the German Emperor's 

An Imperial JiACinAvrtLi. 

The machinations of German diplomat^ lay at the 
back of the trouble m the Far East which culminated m 
the Russo-Japanese War. William 11. had prodaimed 
that the Yellow Races u’ere a penl to European civiliza- 
tion, and he had embodied the idea in a poorly executed 
picture presented to the Czar. After the Chinese-Japan- 
ese War, Germany, with Russia and France, depnved 
149 • 
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the Guildhall, William II. assured the British Public that 
his aim was abo\e all "the preservation of peace.” 
But in 1908, at his instigation or with his connivance, 
Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina, two 
Turkish pro\unces held by her in trust under the Berlin 
Treaty It was at the suggestion of the late Marquess 
of Salisbury that Austria Hungary had received a 
mandate to administer this territory 
The annexation uas, of course, a challenge to Servia 
*and Russia The Kaiser, by threats, obliged Russia to 
swallow the insult To use his own histrionic phrase, 
he " took his stand m shining armour ” by the side of 
the Emperor Francis Joseph 
It was a few days after the annexation of Bosnia- 
Herzego\nna {October 7, 1908) that the interview 
with him, already referred to, appeared m the Datly 
Telegraph {October 28, 1908) In this interview lie 
alleged that one of his dearest ivishes”wastohveonthe 
best terms with England, though the prevailing senti- 
ment among large portions of the middle " (why not the 
upper ?) " and lower classes of his owm people was not 
friendly to England ” On February 17 of the same 
year he had written pnvatcly to Lord Tweedmouth, 
then Fir&t Lord of the Admiralty, with a \uew to m- 
lluenang our na^ol programme "Lord Esher, ” he 
IS reported to ha%e wnllen, “ had better attend to the 
drains at Windsor and Ica\e alone matters which he 
does not understand ” Lord Esher iiad not accepted 
the Kaiser's promises at their face \alue 

Not unnaturally, the interview in the Daily Tele- 
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wax with Japan If his fleet had been po\\crful enough, 
he would presumably have followed up his intervention 
by overt acts of hostihty As it was, he had to be con- 
tent with driving M Delcassd from the Frcncli Foreign 
Office, and procuring the Algeciras Conference ^ 

The Russian Baltic fleet was destrojed by the 
Japanese at the Battle of Tsn Shima (May 27-2S, 
1905) I oil June 6 . M Delcassd resigned, and, on the 
same day. Count Von Bulow was created a Prince 
It was after, not before Sedan that Bismarck had been * 
promoted to the same rank The services for which 
Von Bulow was rewarded may be surmised From the 
standpoint of a disaple of Machiavclh, Frederick the 
Great, Napoleon, and Bismarck, the policy towards 
Russia, the Bfiti«h Empuxi, and France lud been 
masterly 

Russia Floutcd 

So far, the Kaiser, judged by Atheist and Anti- 
social Standards, had been very successful At Ih'* 
Algeciras Conference (1906), no doubt, he discovered 
that the United States and ItaJj, the third member of 
the Triple /Mliancc , w ere not prepared to promote German 
ambtions NevertlKKss he had tnumphantl> asv^rted 
Germany's right to be consulted m the Morocco settle- 
ment, and he had been supported bj Austna Hungar> 

" You «howcd jours^lf," said the Kaiser, addressing his 
ally, a brilliant second in the toume>, and can reel on 
on the like servnee from me on a similar occasion *' 

Tlis occason was not long m coming In 1907, at 
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the Guildhall, William II. assured the British Public that 
his aun was above all “ the preservation ol peace ” 
But in 1908 at his instigation or with his connivance, 
Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina, two 
Turkish provinces held by her m trust under the Berhn 
Treaty It was at the suggestion of the late Marquess 
of Salisbury that Austna-Hungary had received a 
mandate to administer this territory 
The annexation was, of course, a challenge to Servia 
*and Russia The Kaiser, by threats, obbged Russia to 
swallow the insult To use his ovm histnonic phrase, 
he " took his stand m shining armour" by the side of 
the Emperor Franas Joseph 
It was a few days after the annexation of Bosnia* 
Herzegovina (October 7, 1908) that the interview 
with him, already referred to, appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph (October 28, 1908) In this interview he 
alleged that one of hts dearest rvishes*'nas to live on the 
best terms with England, though the prevailing senti- 
ment among large portions of the middle " (why not the 
upper ?) " and loiver classes of his own people was not 
friendly to England " On Eebruary 17 of the same 
year he had wntten prnately to Lord Tw-eedmouth, 
then First Lord of the Admiralty, with a view to m- 
fluenang our naval programme " Lord Esher,” he 
IS reported to have wntten, " had better attend to the 
drains at Windsor and leave alone matters which he 
does not understand " Lord Esher had not accepted 
the Kaiser's promises at their face value 
Not unnaturally, the interview m the Daily Tele- 
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graph aroused a storm of indignation among the Germans 
The manuscnpt, it was explained to them had been sent 
by the Emperor to the Chancellor who alleged that he 
had not read it Probably to deceive the peace lovers 
m England and elsewhere, the Kaiser was put)licly 
reproved by Prince Von Bulow It was to the advantage 
of the plotters in Berhn to mad^e us believe that the 
German had become a fettered despotism 

The Coup d’ Agadir * 

Having humihated Russia the Kaiser again attempted 
to humiliate France In July, 1911, the Panther I'as 
despatched to Agadir and the Algeciras settlement of 
the Jlorocco question reopened To escape from 
France uas obliged to surrender— it is true m return 
for the Protectorate of Morocco— a large part of her 
temtory on the Congo, and, but for the (to the Germans) 
unexpected firmness of the Bntish Government, it is 
probable that Germany uould have acquired a naval 
base in Jlorocco, mcnaang our Jlediterninean and 
West African trade routes TJie arrangement with 
France after the coup d'Agadxr will, perhaps, be 
marked as the last tnximph of German diplomacy 

Balkan Trouble and Gerjias Police. 

The Kaiser s murderous fnend, the Sultan Abdul, 
had been deposed by the Young Turks in 1909, 
but German officers were still dnlling the Turkish 
armj, and its armaments were being made m 
Germany After the Agadir incident, Italy declared 
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uar on Turkey— " m direct opposition,” says General 
Von Bernhardi, " to the interests of the Triple Alliance ” 
—and (;onqucrcd Tnpoli This undertaking ” pursues 
the General, ” brought her to the brink of a war wth 
Austria, which, as tht sttprtme Poiier tn the Balkan 
Peninsula* c:Ln never tolerate the encroachment of Italy 
into those regions " » The next year (1912) the Turkish 
^Army, despite its German training and German weapons, 
was dcasively defeated in nearly every encounter with 
the Bulgarians, Servians, Greeks and Montenegnns 
The Turks failed to exhibit ” the high military quahties ”• 
with which Von Bernhardi had credited them Had 
It not been for the folly of the Bulganans m quamJhnir 
with the Servians and Greeks the German aims so 
far as the Balkans were concerned, might have had to 
be postponed indefinitely Tlicrc is strong ground for 
suspicion that Bulgaria, ruled by a German prince, was 
thrust on Servia by the Germans and Austnans 

The second of the Balkan wars (though it ended m the 
tnumph of Servia Greece and Roumania) by further 
exhausting Servia, encouraged Germany and Austna- 
Hungary to pursue their aggressive policy There 
can now be no manner of doubt tliatlast year Germany 
was preparing to shake ‘ the mailed fist ” at Russia 
and her Allies The Kaiser, in 1913 raised a huge war- 
benevolence from his subjects a considerable part of 
whicli, it may be noted, was allocated to the air- 
fleet. 

1 Germany and the Next War,p seethe italics, are ours 

* Ibid,, p 141 



• GERMANY'S SWELLED HEAD 


159 


Vienna and St Petersburg , the former ^^•as a \nolent 
Russophobe, who had urged Austria on the latter had 
rcporti^d to his Government that Russn v\ould never 
go to war ” ‘ 

The domestic difficulties of Great Britain Trance and 
Russia, hdwever, deaded the tiger at Berhn to spring 

The arming of Ulster and the Nationalists, the 
refusal of the army officers in Ireland to execute the 
Bntish Cabinet's orders, the resignation of their posts 
by Sir John French and other eminent officers, the 
undoubted strengthoftheSocialistsand S>Tidicahst5 in 
Great Bntain and the apparent strength of the 
Pcicc-at*any*pnce Party among us seemed to afford 
to the matcnalists at Potsdam a reasonable hope 
that ue might accept their " infamous proposal " to 
remain neutral nlule Belgium and Trance were being 
crashed and despoiled of their colonies 

Moreover, if Von Bernhardi s book reflects the work- 
ings of the mihtary brains of the Prussian and Austro- 
Hungarian Armies, the Bntish fleet lias alone been taken 
into account by the German strategists Our Coloniil 
mibtia, he remarks (p 137). " can be completely ignored 
so far as concerns any European theatre of war " and 
“it IS very questionable whether the English army is 
capable of effectively acting on the offensive against 
Continental European troops” (p 151) Though he 
do«s not criticize the Belgian Army, we surmi'^e, from 
Ills observation that Holland “would casilj jield to 


* lUd . p 71 
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a German invasion *’ (p 144), that no resistance was 
anticipated — by him at all events — from Belgium 

France, also, to superficial obser^c^s, appeared tlus 
>ear to be drifting towards a Revolution The mu’’der 
of M Calmette and the croakmgs of an unpatriotic 
Senator as to the unpreparedness of the Army may have 
led the Germans astray As for Russia it may well 
have been believed that she had not recovered from^ 
her war with Japan and from the Revolution which 
was stdl smouldcnng 

To personages hke the Kaiser and the Crown Pnnee the 
political situation appeared too tempting The German 
Crown Prince, if gauged by his utterances, loves blood* 
shed and brutality, and the Kaiser gives the impression 
that he firmly believes himself to be a super*Napoleon 
"I cannot stand him any longer," said the gnm real- 
ist, Bismarck, " I cannot make genuflexions, or 
crouch under the table like a dog He w'ants to break 
with Russia. ... I cannot tack on as a tail to my 
career the failures of arbitrary and inexperienced sclf- 
conccit for which I should be Jield responsible " ^ 

The Kaiser's self conceit is the pnraary cause of the 
war , and, as Jfr F W Wde m his article m the Duly 
Jl/ai/ofthe 14th of August points out, the treacherous 
inspection of our armament firms made by the head of 
theCrm of Kruppand hisexpert between June 14 and23 
— 1 e. hefore the murder of the hetr to the throne of Austria- 
Hungary— -TaMSl liave been inspired by the Kaiser. 

" Although I am not able to vcnf> it," telegraphed 
our ambassador at Vienna to Sir Edward Grey on the 
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30th of July, " I have pnrate information that tho 
German ambassador knew thtf text of the Austrian 
ultimatum to Servia before it was despatched, and 
telegraphed it to the German Emperor ” * The follow- 
ing passage from a telegram sent by Sir H Rumbold 
from Berlin to Sir Edward Grey is also north 
noting, " Emperor returns suddenly to night, and 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs says that 
J^'oreign Office regret this step, which was tal>.cn on His 
Majesty’s ovvn initiative " » 

Admiral Mahan pronounces that the Kaiser’s absence 
from Berhn at the opemng of the crisis was a mere ruse 
of war After the " infamous proposal ’’ made to 
Great and Greater Bntain, it is impossible to give 
William II. the benefit of the doubt 

The Ethics and Opinions or William II 
The Kaiser has provokedmiUionsof men tobll millions 
of other men Owing to him, innumerable women and 
cliildren will be murdered or die of starvation, and the 
products of the labour of countless human beings de- 
stroyed or wasted Already some of his subjects Iiave 
discovered this The committee of the German Hu- 
manity League, Berhn, have sent to the Bntish Human- 
ity League a document in which he is characterized as 
" the uncurbed tyrant, surrounded by parasites, now 
directing the most desperate, devahsli, and selfish cam- 
paign ever waged against humanity ”, as ” the despot 

* Corritpwdtnct rcspicitng tt* Euntfian Cntis p ' 52 

* Ibid , p 21 

U 
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whose insatiable egotism is drenching Europe wnth the 
blood of Its workersand wage-earners” (rim«,Aug 15, 
1914) 

The Prussian statesman Stun called Napoleon ’* the 
great crimmaJ,” but Napoleon had this c\cusc,*that 
he issued from the French Re\oIutton, tliat he was a 
man of \ast ability and tliat, m the existing condi- 
tion of things, lus reforms — and he made many and 
useful reforms — had to be forced on mankind at thf 
point of the bajonct. One wonders wliat epithet Stem 
or, say, Kant would have applied to Wilhara 11. and 
lus councillors 1 That the Kaiser's ethics arc pccuhar 
may be gathered from lus address to the German 
soldiers despatched to Cfuna in 1900. 

As reportedby the Bremen Wtur Zcihir^ he said 
” ^^^lcn jou meet (ho foe >ou will defeat him. 
No quarter will be ghen, no prisoners will be 
taken. Let all who fall Into >our hands be ot 
>our merej*. Just ns the Huns n thousand 5 cars 
ago, under the leadership of Etxcl (Attlla) gained 
n reputation In sirluc of srhich they still Ihc In 
historical tradition, so may the name of Germany 
become known In such n manner In China that 
no Chinaman will oer ngain even dare to look 
nskance at n German,” (Tifne*. July 30, 19^, p 5-) 
Tli^ reference to Attilawos commonlysnpprcsvd.but 
the rest of th- quotation was circulate*! on jvMtcards 
tlirou^hout Germany. (Tifnrt, Aug. II, 1900, p. 4) 
Two da>'a later, thenvl'-rn Altila jceaclied a ir^nc’i 
/53 board the //cAmie/hm. 
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" We Will mobilize," he is reported by the Kreuz 
Zetiung to have said, ' not only battalions of wamors, 
but also a holy force of supplicants And there is 
much that we have to beg and pray for on behalf of our 
brethren who are going forth to fight They are to 
be the strong arm that is to chastise the assassins 
They are to be the mailed fist that is to stnke into the 
midst of these ivild deeds *' (Timw, Aug 3, igoo, p 4 ) 
« The Kaiser is not more tender to his own subjects 
than to the Chinese " It may happen, though God 
forbid," he told some recruits at Potsdam on November 
23, 2891, "that you may have to fire on your own 
parents or brotlicrs. Provo your fidelity then 
by your sacrifice,”* Whether he behevcs in a God is 
a moot point On another occasion be said to some 
soldiers, " Yon must all ha\e only one will, and it is 
mme , there is only one law, and it is mine "* 

Of the nauseating doses of flattery which the 
Emperor has administered to his subjects here are a 
few samples •— • 

(1) " The German people are the salt of the earth '* 

(2) " To us Germans great ideals have become per- 
manent possessions, whereas to other peoples they 
hav e been, more or less, lost " 

(3) "Far stretches our speech over the ocean, far 
the flight of our science and exploration , no work in 
the domain of new discovery, no saentific idea but 
IS first tested by us and then adopted by other nations. 

* Gtrmany end Utt Ctrvan Emptrer. np. at p 391 

• Ibid., p 390. 
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Thjs IS the world rule the Gennan spint strives for." 

{4) " Our Gennan people will be the granite block on 
which the good God may complete His work of civiluang 
the world Then will be reahzed the vord of the poet 
who said that the world will one day be cured bjT the 
German character " , 

(5) “ Berlmese sculpture has reached a degree of per- 
fection that the Renaissance would scarcely surpass." 

r 

The Influence of BtsuARCK 
One would need the pen of Voltaire to portray the 
Kaiser. His sole excuses are that when a boy he came 
under the influence of the ^nical Bismarck, and that 
his conceptions of Germany and War are shared by 
a large number of semi-civUized Germans Let Bis- 
marck himself describe how he tampered with the 
Ems telegram and produced the Franco-German War 
" Ha\nng decided to resign " (the grandfather of the 
Kaiser was comparatively speaking, a humane man 
and washed, if possible, to avoid a war with France, 
and Bismarck wanted to resign if there was no war) "m 
spite of the remonstrances which Roon made against it, 

I imuted him and Moltke to dine with me alone . . . 
During our con\crsatton 1 was informed that a telegram 
from Ems . . . ^\as being deciphered. \Mien the 
copy was handed to me it showed that Abckcn had 
drawn up and signed the telegram at His Jlajestj^’s 
command, and I read it out to my guests, whose 
dejection was so great that they turned away from 
food and drink. . . I put a few questions to JloUke 
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as to the extent of our preparations ... He answered 
that if there was to be war he expected no advantage 
to us by deferring the outbreak ... I made use of 
the royal authonzation communicated to me through 
Ab5ken, to publish the contents of the telegram, and, 
in the presence of my two guests, I reduced the telegram 
by stnkmg out words, but without adding or altenng 
. . . After I had read out the concentrated edition . . . 
»Moltke remarked *Now it has a difierent ring it 
sounded before hke a parley ; now it is like a flourish in 
answer to a challenge ’ I went on to explain * If I 
at once communicate the text . . not only to the 
newspapers, but also by telegraph to all our Embassies, 
It Will be known m Pans before midnight, and . . . 
will have the eSect of a red rag upon the Gallic bull * 

Bismarck had a patriotic reason for his conduct m 
sub-editing the telegram — Napoleon III. and Francis 
Joseph were imdoubtedly preparing to attack Prussia— 
but it was an abominable action on his part to reveal 
later the fraudulent method by wbch he provoked the 
war. By doing so he destroyed any moral justification 
the Germans had for retaining Alsace-Lorraine, and he 
poisoned the minds of the present generation of Germans 
And he did it merely to gratify his hatred for the Kaiser I 
If one of the foremost of Prussian patriots behaved m this 
cynical and selfish way, what can the world expect from 
the average Prussian oflScer and bureaucrat ? 

1 Btsmarck hts Eefiectians and Remimseences tiansLited 
under the supervision of A J Bntler, late Fellow of Tnnity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, pp 95-100 
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Englishmen will have read with pitying amusement 
the vapounngs of the Anglo German Houstoun Chamber- 
lain(seepp n-14, 37-39) It may interest them to know 
that his theories are merely a development of»some 
table talk of Bismarck reported by his jackal, Busth 
“ The Germans,' said the Man of Blood and Iron, "the 
Germanic race is, so to speak, the male pnnaple 
throughout Europe — the fructifying principle The 
Celtic and Slav peoples represent the female sex . • > # 
The Revolution of 1789 was the overthrow of the German 
element by the Celtic." * 

Prussian Atheism. 

Bismarck was primarily a avihan Views akin to 
those held by him appear m magnified forms m 
the writings of German soldiers Below are the 
reflections of the late Count Yorck von Wartenburg, 
Colonel of the General Staff of the Prussian Army, on 
Napoleon's homble order to his Adjutant*General 
" to convey all the gunners and other Turks who were 
captured at Jaffa wth arms in their hands to the sea- 
shore, and have them shot, taking care that none 
escape,” — an order nghtfy denounced by every Christian 
histonan 

" In the ej.es of mere didactic lustoncal writers," 
said Count Von Wartenburg, ** this deed raaj’ appear 
homble and revolting, but practical nubtary history 
must not consider it as such , . If «uch an act is 

necessary for the safety of one’s army, it is not only 

^P*i*>iorcfi,SimiSecrtiPageso/IfisJJjti}ryhyliusch I 525-7 
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justified, but Its repetition m any future war \vai be 
advisable, and no convention could alter tbs fact ” 

Comment on such comments is superfluous As Jfr 
Belloc remarks, " Prussia is Atheist Her Atheism 
has«profoundly penetrated the private morals of her 
people It has not only penetrated, it has permeated 
the mind of her rulers ” 

Again : the ex-trainerof the Turks, Field-Marshal Von 
^decGaltz, assares crs fAaf " are tie fate ofmaniind, 

the mevitable destiny of nations," and that " mc’tora- 
bihty and seemingly bdeons callousness are among 
the attributes necessary to btnwho would acbeve great 
tbngs m war. In the case of the general there is only 
one crime for wbch history never pardons bm, and 
that is— defeat '* * 

One of the greatest American generals in the North 
and South War said that ivar was " Hell," and Napoleon 
himself, if S#gur is to be trusted considered it to be " a 
game of barbarians," the art of wbch consisted in being 
stronger than the enemy at a g^ven point. The lan- 
guage of Von der Goltz, Von Wartenburg and the 
Kaiser takes one back to the days of the Tbrty Years' 
War, of Tiraour, of Attila or of the Assynans 

Gcrjl'^s and MarrARisM, 

The ^vntcr of these lines was a few da>'s ago m Swit- 
zerland, Uving on the most friendly terms with several 
Germans, among them two frank and kind hearted 

» TAtf iVflfjon i» vlrms. by Baioo Colmar Von derGoltr tracs 
uted by PhiUp A Ashworth ftv 47° and 79) 
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youths who spent much of their time amusing some 
French children Both of these lads were suddenly 
summoned to join, one the German Fleet, the other the 
German Army Among the writer's friends has been a 
German of vast intelligence, extraordinary modesty, 
and unaffected kmdhncss How many amon^ us have 
had similar experiences 1 That a well - educated 
people, hospitable and fond of family life, should be used 
as his jemmy by the strange intelligence who has , 
pronounced Count Zeppelm to be “ the greatest man of 
the century " is a tragedy unequilled m the world’s 
history 

The monsters who have made this War have taken 
the fullest advantage of the enormous and portentous 
superiority possessed to day by the armed over the 
unarmed man, and also of the facihties afforded by the 
printing press to stimulate the vanity, fears, and hatreds 
of human beings The barbarous behaviour of the 
Prussian officers m Alsace Lorraine and now in Belgium, 
thetalesof horror which, from tune to time, have reached 
us from the German Colonies, show the nature of the 
t3Tanny which the Prussian camarilla is seeking to 
impose on the white and coloured races If Prussia 
were to succeed, it is probable that the institution of 
slavery wouldbe revived. Thefriends of the Turks and 
condoners of the Armenian massacres would have no 
compunction m coercing men to satisfy their needs and 
unnatural capnees "England,” observes General 
Von Bemhardi, " committed the unpardonable blunder, 
rom her point of view, of not supporting the Southern 
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States in the Amencan War of Secession”” ‘ That 
the Southern States unshed to preserve and extend 
their " domestic institution ” of slavery ought not, of 
course^ to ha\ c deterred us 1 
^ the tnal of Dr Peters, the High Commissioner for 
German East Africa, who, infer aUa, had flogged and 
executed a woman, the Disaphnary Court at Berlm 
observed *' With r^ard to the Cogging of the women, 
lit may be admitted that floggmg is a customary punish 
ment for women as well as for men m Africa ” General 
Von Liebert, ex Governor of the province, gave evidence 
and remarked that '* m Africa it is impossible to get on 
wthout cruelty,” and that the condemnation of Dr 
Peters (he lost his post) was ” a stain and disgrace upon 
German justice and the German people”' Thisgenera! 
was a member of the Reichst^ and President of 
the Anti Socialist League 

Rightly regarded the war against Germany is a 
war for the hberation of the German nation, and the 
sooner that we make that clear to them the better In 
the Napoleomc War, the Allies declared that they were 
waging ^var on Napoleon alone, and in the Franco- 
German War the Prussian rulers — but falsely— alleged 
that their enemy was Napoleon III and not the French 
people The mass of the Germans, it cannot be too 
often repeated, have been grossly deceived by their 
Government, and by most of their Professors and 
Pubbcists If any one doubts this, let him procure 

1 Girvutny and th$'NtJd IVaf p 9 * 

* Tht Timts July 1 1907 
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General Von Bemhardi s classic , a cheap edition of 
the translation has been issncdbyMr Edward Arnold. 
From that amazingly candid work we append some 
extracts • 

(i) *' The German people ” is " the greatest 
civilized people known to historj *’ (p 6) 

If so their behaviour is cunous ' Gentlemen,” said 
the German Chancellor on August 4 to the Reichstag 
‘ we are now in a state of nccessit>, and necessity knows 
no law ! Our troops have occupied Luxemburg, and 
perhaps are already on Belgian soil Gentlemen, tliat 
is contrary to the dictates of international law . . . 
The ivrong— I speak openly— -that i\c are committing 
wc ivill endcaiour to make good as soon as our military 
goal has been reached Anybody who 1$ tlirc,itencd, 
as we are threatened, and is fighting for his highest 
possessions, can haic only one thought — how he is to 
hack his way through.” 

Germany was supporting Austria Hungary and 
Auslna Hungary bad sent to Serna an ultimatum tb«* 
like of whicli has ncicr been deliicrcd since the Age of 
Napoleon Sir Edward Grey, who is not accustomed to 
cxaggeritc, told Count Mcn^orff tint he had '* ncirr 
before seen one Stale address to another independent 
State a document of so forroidabl" a cliaracter Tint 
the real author of the ultimatum was the dement prince 
who o^d-Tcd hj soldiers to guT no quarter to Ch nmen 
IS not imp^bable Serna, mowoitr, Ind practically 
accepted the terrrs o! the ultinatum To rnurdfr. to 
lx gear, and (o bum the houses of reu'mis n a xulural 


GERMANY’S SWELLED HEAD 


171 

action on the part of "the greatest avilized people 
known to history ” 

(2) "From the time of their first appearance in 
history, the Germans showed themselves a first* 
"class avilized people *’ (p 53) 

The Romans and Greeks who first came in 
contact with them wonld not have agreed with 
the General The Goths and the Vandals were 
^Germans 

(3) *' The prond conviction forces itself upon us 
%vith irresistible power that a high, if not the 
highest, importance for the entire development of 
the human race is ascnbable to this German people" 
(p 68) 

General Von Bemhardi is more modest than his master 
(see p 163) 

(4) "Two great movements were bom from the 
German intellectual hfe, on which, henceforth <dl 
the mtellectual and moral progress of man must 
rest the Reformation and the cntical philoso- 
phy" (p 69) 

The itahcs are ours General Von Bemhardi is 
trespassing on the Kaiser’s province 1 The Chinese 
had the impertmence to im'ent gunpowder and pnnting 
Cothtc architecture came from France The Renaissance 
commenced in Italy , Italians discovered Amenca, a 
Pole, Copermcus, the hehocentnc system , and Shake- 
speare, Bacon, Newton and Watt had the misfortune to 
be Englishmen, Fnlton to be an Amencam Wydiffe, 
too, was bora before Lutber, and Hus happened to be 


172 


GERMANY S SWELLED HEAD 


a Bohemian The Emperor Sigismund who sent Hus 
to the staLe was, however, a German 

{5) " From the point of view of civihzation, it is 
imperative to preserve the German spint, and by 
so doing to estabhsh foci of universal cultufe” 
{P 75) 

Cannot " foa of universal culture ' be estabhshed 
without the assistance of Knipp and his agents ? One 
would suppose that a Chinese Wall had been erected 
round Germany ! That German culture is synonymous 
with ** universal cuHure ” is a hard saying Their printed 
alphabet and their language, to take two examples, 
are very clumsy vehicles for the transmission of thought 
It may surpnse the soliat de plume, as Napoleon 
would have called him, to leam that there ha\e been 
scientists, artists, and men of letters, who were not, 
or are not Germans Faraday and Darwin were English* 
men, Pasteur and Balzac \vere Frenchmen, MetchnikoC 
is and Tolstoi was Russian, Chopm was a Pole, Edison is 
an American, Marconi is an Italian The Germans have 
devoted themselves to the study of Antiquity, but the 
most brilliant and penetrating study of tbo Anaent 
World has been written by an Itahan, Ferrero, who, 
however, had the bad taste — long before Mr Norman 
Angell — to expose the folly and wackedness of the Gcr 
man conception of War Of course, no one denies that the 
world IS heavily indebted to the race which lias pro 
duced Leibnitz, Bach, Lessing, Kant, Niebuhr, Savignj, 
Goethe, Schiller, Beethoven, Gauss, Virchow, Wagner, 
Koch, and Ehrlich 
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(6) "Nopeopleis^olittlequaljfiedastlieGflinan 

to direct its own destinies” (p 112). On this 

point General Von Benihardi enlaces 
• (tf) Germany is " a country . . . tom asunder 
* internally and externally ” (p 128). 

(b) The Germans “ have to-day become a 
peace lovmg — an almost ‘ too ’ peace-loving- 
nation” (p 2) 

(c) The German character is "good natured" 
(P 2) 

(J) The Germans "wish not to be disturbed 
m commercial life ” {p 2) 

It IS strange that this, ” the greatest civihied people 
known to history,” is " so Uttle qualified to direct its 
o^vn destinies " It is not so strange that the Germans 
" wish not to be disturbed m commercial life ” 

(7) ' When the Stale renounces all extension of 
power, and recoils from every war which is necessary 
for Its expansion then its citizens become 
stunted / . This is sufficiently exemplified by 
the pitiable existence of all small States” 
(P 19) 

And the City States of Athens and Horence produced 
a finer art and literature than the vast German and 
Roman Empires 1 

Von Bernhardi, general and statesman, is more 
illuminating than Von Bernhardi, historian and sociolo- 
gist There is no need to comment on the following 
quotations. ^ 

(i) "Nothing IS left but war to secure to ths 
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true elements of progress the ascendancy over the 
spirits of corruption and decay " (p 13) 

(2) War is " a moral obbgation, and, as such, an 

indispensable factor m aviLzation" (p 17J ^ 

(3) “ From the Christian standpoint we arrive 

at the same conclusion" (p 22) r 

(4) " The efforts directed towards the abolition 
of war must not only be termed foohsh, but abso- 
lutely unmoral, and must be stigmatize^ as un-r 
worthy of the human race” (p 27) 

(5) '* France must be so completely crushed 
that she can never again come across our path *' 
(P 104) 

(6) "The pnnaple of the balance of power m 
Europe must be entirely disregarded " (p 107). 

(7) " A paafic agreement wth England is, 
alter all, a wiU-o'-the-wisp which no senous German 
statesman would trouble to follow " (p 97) 

(8) " Our next war will be fought (or the high- 
est interests of our coontiyand of mankind TIus 
will imest It with importance mthe world's his- 
tory ' World pouer or do^vnfall I ' wU be our 
rallying cry " (p 156) 

In CoNCtusiov 

So long as the Gcrraan nation was under the control 
of armed men hke the Kaiser, his son, and General Von 
Bembardi, a wur between the German and the British 
Empires could scarcely base been prevented 
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^Vhen estimating the chances of Germany and Austna 
Hungary, the Omnisciences at Berlm seem to have left one 
or two important factors out of their calculations The 
Russian Army has been through the furnace of the 
Russo Japanese War , the Servians distinguished them- 
selves in,the two Balkan Wars , the French have had 
numerous opportunities of discovering, under war 
conditions, the nature of modem warfare, while the 
« Bntish Army was tested by the Boers The German 
and Austro-Hungarian soldiers, on the other hand, 
are amateurs, very few of them having been m action 
At the nsk of seeming irrelevance, we shall close by 
quoting an appreaation of Lord Kitchener made by a 
Prussian Staff Officer, Major Von Tiedmann who, as 
imhtary attach^, accompanied the Bntish army m the 
Soudan campaign '* Lord Kitchener, ' he wrote " was 
famihar with the country and people of the Soudan 
and ail facts concerned with it , he spoke Arabic well, 
and it would have been difficult to find a more suit 
able person for the conduct of the campaign He 
waited unconcernedly for the nght moment, but, when 
it came, he pounced with eagle-hke swiftness and sure- 
ness upon his prey, and dealt the decisive blow in a 
surpnsmgly short time He bad neglected nothing 
J B R. 



